
Marvin Johnson is enjoying an inspired run of form this season, and he believes it is down to a 
change in attitude both on and off the pitch. 
 
The winger has already scored four goals so far - add to that a fair few assists and some Man of 
the Match awards to boot, and Johnson is flying, which he says is down to the extra work-rate he 
is putting in on the field and in training. 
 
“I’m just getting my head down and working hard,” Johnson said. 
 
“If I’m not having my best game personally, then I’m trying to make sure I work hard for the 
team. 
 
“I feel more mature in the sense that I’m enjoying my football more and, instead of expecting 
things to happen, I’m making them happen.  I feel better with each game. 
 
“I’ve tried to add goals to my game this year and I’ve been looking to keep scoring more. In the 
past I haven’t been shooting as much as I have this year. Instead of being much of a goal threat, 
I’ve always looked to try and tee someone else up. Now, if I’ve got that opportunity to shoot on 
sight, then I’m trying to get myself some goals too.” 
 
Johnson joined Harriers from Romulus early in 2012 but had struggled for consistency and, 
unable to tie down a place in the team, ended up spending the end of last season on loan at 
Hednesford Town. 
 
“I wasn’t getting much game-time last season,” Johnson said. 
 
“As the end of the season approached, I knew that first and foremost, I needed to keep myself fit 
for the summer as I was out of contract. 
 
“I spoke to the gaffer about the opportunity to go out on loan and fortunately he enabled me to 
do that, so I ended up going to Hednesford. I started to get my confidence back there; I played 
their remaining eight games, scored a few goals and created a few. It was good to be playing 
football regularly and I felt happier.” 
 
It was revealed at the fans’ forum that Johnson talked to assistant manager Mark Creighton at 
the beginning of pre-season, who spoke of his confidence in the 25-year-old and told him he felt 
he could realise his potential this season. 
 
And, after signing a new contract at Harriers in the summer, Johnson feels he is beginning to do 
just that. 
 
“I spoke to Gary Whild and I knew that he wanted to keep me here, as he was the one who 
helped bring me here in the first place. It was a matter of having a chat with him and getting 
things sorted, and fortunately that’s what happened. 
 
“Creights had a chat with me at the start of one of the training sessions on the first day of pre-
season and it definitely helped. It was a boost to know that someone else has got that sort of 
belief in you. It gives you that edge to push on and show people what you can do. 
 
“I feel more experienced at this level now which means I’m more settled and more comfortable 
on the pitch. I know what I can do at this level and I know what the other lads can do at this 



level too. They are good lads and it helps me confidence-wise knowing that I’m going to get the 
ball and knowing what positions to be in. 
 
“In my first full season at the club I’d never played at this level before and naturally it took me a 
while to step up. But compared to then I feel established in this league and more mature within 
myself. 
 
“I felt young and fragile then, but now I feel much more mature and strong.” 
 
Johnson also believes he and his team mates have stepped up amidst other goings-on at the club 
and are demonstrating their own potential. 
 
“When players depart, it’s easy for teams to just throw in the towel and let it all go pear-shaped,” 
he said. 
 
“The lads have taken it in and are growing stronger and working for each other - trying to get the 
results and not letting other things bother them. 
 
“We know we’ve been trying hard others and with the league being as tight as it is I don’t think 
we are actually doing that badly. I think as a team we are just finding our feet.” 




