
“It felt like I’d never been away.” 
 
That was how Lee Hughes summed up his emotions after scoring on his second Harriers league 
debut against Woking at Aggborough back in February. 
 
After cancelling his contract with Forest Green Rovers by mutual consent at the end of January, 
the 38-year-old was able to make his long-awaited return to the place where it all began. 
 
In 1991, after his release by boyhood club West Bromwich Albion at the age of 15, Hughes was 
snapped up by Harriers after a trial and signed on non-contract terms. 
 
“I played for the youth team and the reserves when, at the age of 18, the manager Graham Allner 
invited me and Jay Powell to travel to Guernsey with the first-team for a pre-season tour,” 
Hughes said. “I scored a few goals and he offered me my first contract.” 
 
Hughes remained close to his roots, however, and worked as a roofer alongside playing part-
time at Harriers for five years. 
 
“It wasn’t difficult to do both as I was working with my dad - he understood if I needed to have a 
rest, so I was lucky,” he said. 
 
Several goalscoring substitute appearances meant Hughes quickly began to make an impression, 
playing on the left side of a front three. 
 
In 1996/97 he was the leading goalscorer in the Conference with over 30 goals to his name in all 
competitions, as Harriers finished runners-up to Macclesfield Town. 
 
Hughes also made four appearances for England C and remembers being awarded his caps by 
two of football’s greats. 
 
“To play for your country at any stage is a great achievement. I was presented with my caps at 
the FA Trophy Final at Wembley by Gordon Banks and Pele! I asked Pele for some advice, and 
he said ‘remember to keep the ball moving.’” 
 
Hughes looks back on his first spell at Aggborough with great fondness, as he reminisced about 
his old boss and former team-mates. 
 
“Graham was a very good manager who helped make me into the player I am today,” he said. 
 
“He was great with the younger players and really pushed me on to further my career. Gary 
Whild reminds me a little of him; I enjoy playing for him and he gets the best out of you, in the 
same way that Graham did. 
 
“I would say Paul Webb and Richard Forsyth were the best I played alongside back then. I didn’t 
realise at first that George from the Academy here was Richard’s lad. That really makes me feel 
old!” 
 
The summer of 1997 signalled the end to Hughes’ first spell at Aggborough, with the chance to 
play for the team he had supported all his life too good to resist. 
 



“Graham listed the clubs whom Kidderminster would accept offers from and one of them was 
West Brom,” he said. 
 
“He said to me, ‘I don’t even need to ask who you want to sign for - I know who it’s going to be.’ 
 
“It was an unbelievable feeling to join them. I had a season ticket at The Hawthorns when I was 
a lad and was a mascot there too. There was only one choice for me. 
 
“I had some fantastic memories at West Brom. To score over 30 goals in my second season there 
and to play in the Premiership, for the club I supported all my life, was great for me. 
 
“I’ve played in every single league in my career; it’s something to tell my kids and future 
grandkids about.” 
 
Fast-forward to 2015 and Hughes has scored three goals in 11 games since his Harriers reunion. 
 
As the end of season approaches, with today’s game against Barnet the last league game at 
Aggborough of the campaign, Hughes revealed he would be delighted to remain at the club next 
season. 
 
“I’ll be coming up against my old Notts County manager Martin Allen, but once that whistle is 
blown we won’t be friends for 90 minutes!” he said. 
 
“He will be looking for promotion but my aim is to help Harriers get the three points. 
 
“We have been playing well in spells so we need to continue it for the full 90 minutes. If we do 
that, we should give them a good game. 
 
“I’ve always thought of myself as a player who works hard for the team and never gives up, and I 
think it’s made me the player I was, competing in the highest league. 
 
“You can see I’ve still got a lot of desire for the game and I will play for as long as I possibly can 
because I enjoy it so much. 
 
“You never know what the future holds and it’s up to the club in terms of who will be staying on, 
but I’m definitely happy here. I’m settled in the Midlands and at the club I played for when I was 
a kid, so it’s perfect.” 


