
Harriers’ first fixture of 2015, a 4-2 New Year’s Day defeat to Forest Green Rovers, won’t be an 
occasion treasured by many stood on the terraces that day. 
 
It was a defeat which will have hurt Kyle Storer more than most, the vice-captain continuing to 
battle away in the centre of the park and maintaining the same passion and leadership even with 
Harriers 4-0 down. 
 
But for Storer, the game also marked his 150th appearance in red and white, a landmark he is 
delighted to reach. 
 
“It’s been a long time coming - perhaps I could have reached it sooner if not for injuries or 
suspensions - and it’s been an honour to captain the team over those appearances too,” he said. 
 
“In terms of stand-out games, to captain the side at Sunderland away in the FA Cup last year 
was huge for me, and the cup game before that against Peterborough was the biggest victory of 
my career - winning at their place in the Third Round when everything was against us. 
 
“I’ve been very fortunate at this club to play with some great players who have gone on, or will 
go on, to have great careers.” 
 
One of those players he is referring to could well be midfield partner Jack Byrne, who hit the 
150-appearance mark the game after Storer did - in happier circumstances, too, with a 2-1 win at 
Dartford - and it’s clear to see the respect his team-mate holds for him. 
 
“I’ve always said that Byrney is one of the best I’ve played with and sometimes he doesn’t realise 
how good he is,” Storer said. 
 
“He can take a game by the scruff of the neck at any moment, and his drive and ability to get 
forward and take the game to teams is second to none. 
 
“He’s a fantastic player and a great lad to have in the dressing room. It’s nice to have someone of 
his ability next to me on the park and I have no doubt he’ll go on and play in the League at some 
point in his career.” 
 
With Josh Gowling currently sidelined with a knee injury, Storer has taken the armband over 
the last few games, a responsibility he is used to for both Harriers and for previous clubs like 
Nuneaton Town. 
 
He explained how an early introduction to non-league football helped develop his vocal and 
organisational strengths we see on the field today. 
 
“I’ve captained Kiddy many times and this year Josh got the role - me and the gaffer spoke about 
that at the start of the season and it doesn’t hinder my performance whether I have the armband 
or not,” Storer said. 
 
“Apart from Kiddy and Nuneaton, I always played in struggling teams - at Tamworth, for 
example, we were scrapping for our lives near the bottom of the Conference. 
 
“I’ve always had to be organised, my positional sense has had to be right and I could never 
afford to make defensive mistakes. As a 16-year-old playing in the Conference, I had to be spot 
on. 



 
“Talking and communication plays a big part in it, and it comes naturally to me too - anyone 
who has seen me around the dressing room knows I can’t be quiet at the best of times! 
 
“There are plenty of leaders in our side. Yazza [Jared Hodgkiss] has come in this year and been a 
great vocal presence for us. Jamie Grimes has stepped up to the mark after Chey Dunkley left 
and is filling his boots well. We’ve got Nicho [Kevin Nicholson] too, an experienced and 
professional defender, as well as Byrney, who leads by his ability. Each one of us leads in 
different ways but there’s a few of us out there and that’s always good.” 
 
Now, with Harriers sitting one point from the play-off spots, Storer has set his sights on victory 
this afternoon. 
 
“It’s a massive game and we need need three points at home,” he said. 
 
“I don’t think we’ve been playing badly, we’re just not hurting teams in the right areas and 
finishing them off here. Against Altrincham, for example, we could have scored four or five. 
 
“Both us and Macclesfield are fighting for a play-off place and we’ll be looking to win to keep us 
up there. 
 
“The fans are our 12th man and I know they’ll be behind us. A win today will give us a boost and 
it would be great to set us off on a good run as we head into the final stages of the season.” 




