
“Players in the Welsh leagues would definitely benefit from more interest from English clubs.” 
 
That’s the verdict of Keyon Reffell, who made the switch to Aggborough from Welsh Premier 
League side Port Talbot Town at the end of last year. 
 
Having caught the attention of Harriers, assistant boss Mark Creighton, who lives in Wales, 
watched Reffell when he played for the Steelmen against his local side Bala Town. 
 
Released from Cardiff City’s academy aged 14, the Welshman’s subsequent move to Harriers 
marked his first professional contract aged 24. 
 
“There aren’t really that many opportunities for young footballers in Wales who are looking to 
play professionally,” Reffell said. 
 
“I suppose 24 is quite a late age to be signing with a professional club for the first time. After 
leaving Cardiff I still had ambitions to be a footballer, but I was mainly just playing with my 
mates. People would tell me that I was good enough to play at a higher level, and I do wish I’d 
have done it earlier, but I never really had that chance before now. 
 
“I think a lot of players in the Welsh Premier League would do well here. It’s similar to the 
Vanarama Conference in that it’s a physical league and you’ve got to be really fit. I reckon there a 
few who would make it in this division. But it’s difficult to get spotted there if you don’t play for 
Swansea City, Cardiff City or Newport County.” 
 
Reffell, of course, initially had that opportunity with one of those three clubs. While it didn’t 
work out for him at the Bluebirds, he revealed one player in particular in his team had gone on 
to make a big impression in English football; coincidentally for the team that Reffell himself 
supports. 
 
“Aaron Ramsey was in my age group - although he always used to play with the year above 
because he was that good,” Reffell said. 
 
“We aren’t still in touch as we were in the academy together at a young age, but we got on well - 
he used to call me Patrick Vieira! I’m an Arsenal fan so it’s a bit strange watching him play for 
them, but it’s great to see him doing so well.” 
 
Following his release from Cardiff - “we were judged by our size and I wasn’t big enough or 
strong enough for the next age group” - Reffell returned to former club Ely Rangers, moving 
between the likes of Afan Lido, Carmarthen Town and Port Talbot before joining Harriers and 
making his first appearance in January 2015 after gaining international clearance. 
 
“I feel as though I have settled in here quite quickly,” Reffell said. 
 
“Me and my missus Charlotte have moved to Worcester and she’s managed to get a job down 
here too so everything is going well. The lads here are a great bunch and I get along well with all 
of them, particularly Greeny, Akwasi, Obeng, Gitto and Spencer.” 
 
Already signed up with Harriers for next season, Reffell can focus on continuing to integrate 
himself into professional football and use the remainder of this campaign as a solid foundation 
to improve on ahead of next year, where he is eyeing a more regular first-team spot. 
 



And, as Harriers host Braintree Town today, the Welshman will hope to make his mark if 
selected. 
 
“I don’t think I’ve done too badly here so far, considering I’ve not being playing professionally 
that long, but I think I can do better,” Reffell said. 
 
“Hopefully I can keep improving and learning and then, next season, my aim will be to try and 
cement a place in the team. 
 
“We need to end this losing run big time. Confidence is a little low, but that win to break the run 
will give us a big lift. We have to pick things up and do the gaffer justice - it’s not fair for him to 
take all the criticism because it’s our fault as well. 
 
“It was disappointing to lose to Torquay, but we ended our goal drought, and that’s something to 
build on. It would be great to get that long-awaited win in front of our fans today.”  




