
Defender Jordan Tunnicliffe wasn’t handed the easiest of debuts for Harriers. 
 
After Josh Gowling hobbled off the field following Harriers’ 2-1 win at home to Lincoln City, and 
was subsequently ruled out for over a month with a knee injury, the former Sutton Coldfield 
Town centre-back stepped up to take his place. 
 
And his first task was to go into battle against experienced Forest Green Rovers strike 
partnership Lee Hughes and Jon Parkin. 
 
Tunnicliffe, however, was unperturbed. 
 
“I’ve played in reserve games for West Brom and Barnsley, so it’s not as if I hadn’t come up 
against good strikers before,” he said pragmatically. 
 
Having signed from a club plying its trade in the Evo-Stik Division One South, it’s easy to 
overlook the 21-year-old’s footballing education, where he came up against the England national 
squad’s most recent addition, Saido Berahino. 
 
Tunnicliffe joined the Baggies at the age of 10 and progressed through the academy until his 
release eight years later. 
 
“West Brom gave me a great education; I learned how to move the ball and how to pass it well 
from defence,” he said. 
 
“Berahino was in my youth team and he was always tough to play against in training - I learned 
a lot from him too! 
 
“Sadly there were a lot of defenders there at the time - some of them are still at the club - and I 
wasn’t offered a pro contract.” 
 
From there, Tunnicliffe moved on to the Nike Academy which is, as he explained, “a full-time 
programme to get players back into the game.” 
 
He continued: “Footballers like myself, released by big clubs, were based at Loughborough 
University and played against other teams’ reserve sides. 
 
“I was there for about 10-12 months until I was thankfully picked up by Barnsley.” 
 
Tunnicliffe made the move to the Tykes in the summer of 2013 and featured regularly for the 
under-21s and reserves during his season with the club. 
 
“Barnsley offered me my first professional contract and I really enjoyed my time there,” he said. 
 
“We had a small reserve squad and trained with the first team pretty much every day, so I played 
amongst experienced players like Martin Cranie and Jason Scotland. 
 
“Unfortunately Barnsley were relegated from the Championship that year, and I was one of 15 
players to be let go.” 
 
The defender tried a different method in 2014/15 and joined Sutton Coldfield. 
 



“It was difficult working and playing part-time football at the same time, but I thought I might 
as well go lower so I could play every game and every minute and get spotted that way.” 
 
And that was precisely what happened, as Gary Whild’s keen eye for talent in the lower realms of 
non-league football led to Harriers snapping up Tunnicliffe in December 2014. 
 
“At Sutton we were flying - we’d kept 10 clean sheets in around 14 or 15 games and I thought I 
deserved to be playing higher. I was buzzing when I found out about Kidderminster’s interest.” 
 
Tunnicliffe has made seven appearances so far for Harriers and spoke highly of his team-mates 
alongside him at the back. 
 
“On my debut I had the likes of Grimesy, Yaz Hodgkiss, Stoz and Byrney, and Lewo behind me, 
all helping me through the game, and I thought I did well,” he said. 
 
“Grimesy is quite young himself but he talks to me a lot, encourages me and really helps me out. 
 
“You’ve got Lewo, Nicho and Yaz around me too who are all really good talkers - especially Yaz 
to my right. 
 
“He’s talking me through the game all the time and that gives me a lift. 
 
“We share lifts in a car school together - with Stychey too before he went on loan - so we’ve 
become good friends off the pitch as well. But I’ve formed a good relationship with all the boys - 
they’re all good lads.” 
 
With Gowling’s comeback fast approaching, one would assume such an influential member of 
the squad would automatically return to the starting XI when fit - but Tunnicliffe has shown he 
is more than capable of providing the skipper with some stiff competition. 
 
“Gowls is a big part of the team, but I think I’ve filled his boots well while he’s been injured,” he 
said. 
 
“I know I’m young and just coming into this level, but I wanted to go out there and impress, and 
hopefully I have done that and shown I am good enough to push them and fight for a place.” 




