
Every footballer wants to play every week for their side - it’s a given. 
 
Of course, the higher you climb through the leagues, the more likely it is that you’ll find some 
who don’t mind a spell on the sidelines so much, as long as they pick up their paycheque at the 
end of the month. 
 
It’s an alien concept for players like Jared Hodgkiss. 
 
For the defender, the promise of regular football is held in high regard - indeed, his decisions to 
leave previous clubs West Bromwich Albion and Forest Green Rovers were partly shaped by a 
desire to play week in, week out. 
 
For Hodgkiss, spending lengthy periods on the substitutes bench is never a favourable option. 
 
“As a young teenager, I got picked up by Wolves, but was let go at the age of 16 and was offered a 
trial at West Brom,” he explained. 
 
“I managed to get a youth team contract there for three years and, after doing fairly well at the 
club, was offered professional terms; I made my debut in 2006 and played around 10 or 15 
games for the first team. 
 
“Obviously it was a dream to play in the Premier League, and the FA Cup too, but it got to the 
stage where I wasn’t playing regularly enough. It was a bit of a reality check when I was released, 
but that’s football - maybe I didn’t make enough of a reputation there. 
 
“I was struggling for a club and it was Terry Brumpton [current editor of The Harrier] who 
suggested Forest Green - he had David Hockaday’s number as he was producing their 
programmes at the time. 
 
“I spent five seasons at the club. We probably should have done better in the league, especially 
over the last couple of years as we had a good backing, but I enjoyed playing every week, which I 
wasn’t doing at West Brom. 
 
“It was a bit of a fall from the Championship to the Conference but you can’t beat playing every 
Saturday. As long as you’re enjoying playing football, there’s no better job. 
 
“It was difficult to leave, but towards the end of my last season there, I didn’t feel like I was 
going to play every week anymore, especially with the new manager coming in. I felt it was the 
right time to leave and take on a fresh challenge. 
 
“It was good to get back a bit closer to home as well - the journey to Kidderminster from my 
house is probably a third of the distance to Forest Green, so it was perfect for me. 
 
“And it helped with Lee Vaughan leaving the club too, as it meant I would be a replacement at 
right-back.” 
 
The summer transfer has definitely paid off for the 27-year-old, who had played every minute of 
every game before Tuesday’s victory over Altrincham, helping the Harriers keep five clean sheets 
in 10 appearances. 
 



“I’ve settled in really well. It was quite hard to start off with as I was injured early on in pre-
season, so I didn’t train with the team for about two or three weeks, but as soon as I started 
training and got to know the lads, they’ve been brilliant with me. 
 
“It feels like I’ve been here more than two or three months - it feels like I’ve been here for a 
couple of years. It’s nice to be in that situation. 
 
“Part of the reasons why I left West Brom and why I left Forest Green was because, as a 
footballer, you want to play every week. I didn’t think I’d get that at Forest Green anymore so I 
had to move on – so touch wood, hopefully I can carry on playing as much as possible here. 
 
“There’s nothing that can replace the feeling of playing football every Saturday. You wake up on 
Saturday morning and just think - ‘I’ve got the best job in the world. I’m going to play football 
for 90 minutes.’” 
 
Harriers have started the season positively so far, with five wins, three draws and two defeats 
placing them firmly in the top half, and after Tuesday’s win, Hodgkiss is eyeing an Aggborough 
double to banish back-to-back losses on the road against Southport and Braintree Town. 
 
“I think we’ve been unlucky, really - I say unlucky, we had good chances in those two defeats to 
score goals and maybe change the outcome of both games, but we haven’t been able to do that. 
 
“We’re still unbeaten at home, though; it’s good to get back there and get the fans behind us. 
 
“It’s great to get back on track and back to winning ways.” 


