
When Gary Whild added Jake Green to his squad following a successful pre-season trial ahead 
of the beginning of 2014/15, Harriers fans may have been drawn to the surname and the 
similarity to a familiar face. 
 
Jake is, of course, the younger brother of Matt - an infamous name around these parts after his 
25 league goals helped Mansfield Town pip Harriers to the league title in 2013. 
 
And Green junior, who is seven years younger than his elder sibling, is out to make a name for 
himself in the footballing world other than simply being ‘Matt’s brother.’ 
 
After progressing through the ranks at Oxford United, Jake moved to Mansfield himself aged 17 
and was at the club when they gained promotion to the Football League. 
 
“I trained with the first team with my brother every day at Mansfield and it was good to see him 
scoring and doing really well,” Green said. 
 
“It helped that I was his brother - it made me a bit more well-known amongst the squad. 
 
“It’s great to have someone close to me involved in football. Matt gives me so much guidance 
and advice and he is always there for me to talk to if I’m worried about anything or have any 
questions. 
 
“I remember the season Mansfield won the league - Kidderminster were up there for pretty 
much the whole season and Matt’s goals just kept Mansfield going. A few people have 
mentioned it to me since I’ve been here, but I don’t see it as any sort of rivalry. It was good to see 
him doing well there but I’m not my brother and I’ve come here to play football as my own 
person.” 
 
Loan spells at Eastwood Town introduced Green to men’s football, before he made the switch to 
Bristol Rovers in 2013/14, an ill-fated campaign for the Gas as they slipped out of the Football 
League. 
 
Green failed to make a first-team appearance as Rovers battled against the drop and spent the 
back end of the campaign on loan at Weymouth, which he feels was a landmark moment in his 
career so far. 
 
“For me, Weymouth was where I started to learn my trade and establish a position,” he said. 
 
“I played at left-back and left-midfield, featuring consistently and always knowing where I was 
going to play. 
 
“I was on the bench a few times at Bristol Rovers, but because they were battling at the bottom 
of League Two and I hadn’t played at that level before, perhaps the manager felt he needed 
experience to try and help them out of a relegation scrap. 
 
“It was so different at Weymouth. We were doing well and I felt like I was really part of 
something. It was like the start for me.”  
 
Since joining Harriers, Green has added new roles and positions to an already-versatile 
repertoire, gaining vital further experience in his time at Aggborough. 
 



The 21-year-old has earned praise for his recent hard-working displays having started the last 
three games for Harriers and, although he feels he and his team-mates are prone to feeling the 
effects of a poor run of form, he knows the rest of the campaign remains vital to them all to 
prove themselves and earn a contract for next season. 
 
“I’ve really enjoyed this season,” Green said, his enthusiasm for the game evident. 
 
“I’m always eager to be on the pitch and always try to make sure I give everything I can every 
time I’m out there. 
 
“My preferred positions are right-back and right-midfield; they are the two I have played 
throughout my life. I can also play left-back, left midfield and this season I have played centre 
midfield, a new role for me which I enjoyed. We played 3-5-2 at Alfreton and that wing-back role 
suits me as well because I can run up and down all game. 
 
“But I just enjoy playing - as long as I’m out there I don’t really mind where I am playing. 
 
“We’re feeling the effects of the last few games and morale can be a little bit low at times as a 
result, but we definitely haven’t given up. We haven’t stopped believing and we carry on putting 
in 100%. 
 
“The manager has been drilling it into us that we need to keep doing that and keep playing for a 
contract next season. That’s certainly what I am aiming for and in my eyes there is still so much 
to play for.” 




