
The Harriers fans present at London Road last season will undoubtedly be able to describe their 
feelings of elation as Michael Gash, Jack Byrne and Joe Lolley scored to send their side into the 
Fourth Round of the FA Cup. 
 
For Byrne, his goal against Peterborough United marked an important moment; the moment 
where he felt he had truly overcome the obstacles he had faced over the previous 18 months. 
 
“Scoring against Peterborough was when I realised that I’d got myself back from a frustrating 
part of my career,” he said. 
 
“After suffering a bad injury, not being in the team and not really getting an opportunity to play 
regular football, that goal was almost like a present to myself. It showed that even after 
everything I’d been through, I can still carry on doing well.” 
 
Byrne missed the majority of 2012/13 after snapping his Achilles tendon four games into the 
campaign, and admitted it was a challenging experience which he has learned from. 
 
“We were having a bad run and I made the wrong decision to play through a niggly injury that I 
should have sat out,” he said. 
 
“I didn’t want people to think that I was backing out of the team because we weren’t playing 
well. I wanted to help the team while they were struggling. It backfired badly because I was out 
for 12 months, and Kiddy went on to just miss out on promotion. 
 
“It was a case of naivety on my part and it was a real learning curve for me. Since then, I’ve made 
sure that if I don’t feel 100%, I rest up to get myself back playing.” 
 
After the lowlight of injuries and absences, Byrne then returned to enjoy one of the high points 
of his career at the club so far. 
 
“It was my first season after the Achilles injury and I wasn’t really getting a long spell in the 
team,” he said. 
 
“The new manager came in and told me he was going to put me back in the side, and it was great 
to feature against both Peterborough and Sunderland. 
 
“Playing at the Stadium of Light in front of around 25,000 people against a Premier League 
team was a fantastic experience and one that will live with me forever.” 
 
As Harriers face a different kind of struggle this season, with off-the-field issues well-
documented in recent weeks, the 26-year-old is showing his support in a different way. 
 
Having climbed up the realms of non-league from Solihull Moors, Stratford Town and Redditch, 
Byrne is unfazed by Harriers’ situation and is determined to keep his focus on the field. 
 
“For me, these issues are nothing new in terms of the clubs I’ve played for in the past - I’ve been 
through it before,” he stated. 
 
“The lads can’t do anything about what’s happening off the pitch - it’s out of our hands. That’s 
the message the gaffer has put to us. 
 



“We are at the football club to play football and get results for the football club.” 
 
The Kidderminster Harriers Independent Supporters Trust organised a Fans’ Forum for 13th 
November, the day after Harriers’ 2-0 home defeat to Aldershot, and the midfielder certainly 
feels it was beneficial. 
 
He says it is better for everyone that the fans are clued up with the club’s current circumstances, 
as he and his team-mates look to keep within the pack in the chase for a play-off spot. 
 
“Everyone expects that we will still be pushing for promotion this year, and rightly so, because a 
club like this should be,” he said. 
 
“The best thing to happen after the Aldershot game was the fans’ forum. I heard that a good 
number turned up to ask questions and find out information that they probably should have had 
earlier. 
 
“I think everyone knows where we are at now but it doesn’t mean we can’t still push for a play-
off place. A lot of stuff that’s happening is out of our hands, but I think everyone is on board 
after the forum. 
 
“We’ve got to get on with it now. There’s no point in sulking about it. We have all - players, staff 
and fans - got to push on and move forward in one unit.”  




