
One of the most rewarding aspects of supporting Harriers is witnessing players recruited from 
the lower regions of the non-league pyramid demonstrate their potential while wearing red and 
white. 
 
Midfielder Callum Gittings is undoubtedly one of those players, a former part-time footballer 
who earlier this year picked up a host of end-of-season awards which cemented him firmly as a 
fans’ favourite at Aggborough. 
 
After being released from Wolverhampton Wanderers at the age of 16, his next step in football 
brought him to Redditch, where he became familiar with then-manager Gary Whild - who 
already had an interesting link to the Gittings family. 
 
“I spent just under half a season at Redditch when I was 17, which is where I met Gary,” Gittings 
said. 
 
“I’ve known him for a good 10 or so years now - he used to play football with my dad too. 
 
“He’s a good motivator and he gets the players up and ready - not just on matchdays but all 
throughout the week too. He makes sure everyone is on their toes.” 
 
The 28-year-old spent much of his earlier career at Alvechurch, working part-time as a plumber 
alongside the club’s joint-boss Jamie McWilliams. 
 
“I was at Alvechurch for a good five seasons,” he said. 
 
“We didn’t really do too well and usually ended up finishing mid-table, but I was playing with 
my friends so it was always a good laugh. My best season there was probably 2009/10 - my last 
one with the club before signing for Kiddy. We beat big teams like Wolves and Burton in the 
Birmingham Senior Cup to reach the final, where sadly we lost to Nuneaton.” 
 
Gittings’ loyalty to his boss and to his club meant he was to resist continued interest from Whild 
- until his former gaffer made the switch to assistant at Aggborough. 
 
“Gary tried to get me back to Redditch again a few times but it was hard to leave as it was only 
me and Jamie working together,” he explained. 
 
“If I left him to go to Redditch it would have been a bit of a stitch-up for him. 
 
“But when Gary got the job here, he rang me up straight away and asked me to come on a 
month’s trial. Jamie told me that I deserved my chance and that I should go and give it a shot, 
and that’s what I did.” 
 
Like any player making the move from part-time to full-time football, Gittings admitted it was 
daunting to begin with, despite enjoying the perfect beginning to his Harriers career. 
 
“I think it took me a good few games to get used to it,” he said. 
 
“I remember walking out for my first game at York City, going from playing in front of 60 people 
to two and a half thousand. But scoring my first goal for the club early on in the game, straight 
from a corner kick, helped settled me!” 
 



Gittings found the net eight times last season, including a stunning volley against Macclesfield 
Town which earned him the Goal of the Season award along with the Players’ and Manager’s  
Player of the Year awards at the end of 2013/14. 
 
With five starts from 18 appearances so far this season, he is now looking to build on a bright 
display against Nuneaton Town over a busy festive period for Harriers. 
 
“There’s always competition in midfield as there’s quite a few of us who play there, so it’s about 
getting into the starting eleven,” he said. 
 
“Gary and Creights pick the team and if you’re not in it, you’ve just got to work as hard as you 
can to try and get back in. I think I’ve been doing that so hopefully I can get a good run of games 
under my belt soon.” 
 
Gittings added: “The dressing room is one of the best that I’ve been around. You’re not going to 
win every game so when you lose you have to try and pick yourself up for the next game. The 
good thing in football is that there’s always a game straight away to bounce back. 
 
“As a footballer playing part-time you would tend to go out at Christmas, but obviously playing 
full-time you have to be professional. 
 
“We know what’s coming over the Christmas period and expect a busy schedule; we just have to 
make sure we are prepared for each game.” 




