
At the age of 26, Aman Verma has already encountered many aspects of football that some 
players could easily avoid experiencing throughout their entire career. 
 
The midfielder has felt the lows of playing for clubs in financial turmoil such as Kettering Town, 
the highs of winning silverware with Darlington and the intrigue of playing abroad for Maltese 
side Floriana. 
 
A colourful career thus far, then, for the Leicester-born Verma - who was released by the Foxes 
at the age of 13 before returning in 2009 after catching the eye at Redditch United under then-
boss Gary Whild. 
 
“At the age of around 20 I moved from Bedworth United to Redditch after Gary signed me, and 
within four months clubs had started to watch me and from there I signed for Leicester again,” 
Verma recalled. 
 
“It was at Redditch where I met the right people and started learning my game in more than one 
position, before learning how to be a midfielder at Leicester. 
 
“I’ve known Gary for years, throughout my professional career, and he has helped me massively. 
He has always been there and I’ve always kept in touch with him over the years; I think you 
always do when you know someone before you were someone yourself. 
 
“You’re always going to remember the people that helped you along the way - if it wasn’t for 
them, I’d never be able to say I was a professional footballer and I’d never have got there in the 
first place.” 
 
After a two-year period at Leicester peppered by loan spells - “I played under three different 
managers and only played one competitive game, but it was a great experience at a massive 
club” - Verma spent a season at cash-strapped Kettering. 
 
“It was probably the worst point in my career as they had financial troubles and were struggling 
to pay players,” he admitted. 
 
“It was hard because it felt like there was no way out, and it was a shame because when I first 
went there we were hoping to get promotion and we had decent players - but when you stop 
paying them, heads go and performances start to dwindle.” 
 
Interestingly, Verma then made the decision to experience Maltese football and signed for 
Floriana. 
 
“There was nothing that was enticing me to stay here and they were managed by former 
Liverpool centre-half Mark Wright, so I had to take the chance,” he said. 
 
“I had always wanted to play abroad and spent six months there in 2012, the same year my little 
one was born - hence the reason I returned.” 
 
After an earlier loan spell at Harriers in 2010, Verma returned earlier this year and is currently 
enjoying his first full season at Aggborough. 
 
“Pre-season helped me massively because all the players were on the same level of fitness and I 
think I’ve started the season quite well,” he said. 



 
“I wish I’d scored a few more goals early doors, but I think they’ll start coming now, so we’ll see. 
It will be good to get a full season of playing regular football and that’s what I’m aiming to do.” 
 
As Harriers progressed into the Second Round of the FA Trophy with a 4-1 win over Bradford 
Park Avenue, Verma looked back at his success in the competition with Darlington in 2011 while 
on loan at the club. 
 
“I don’t think I’ve had many better feelings than winning at Wembley and it was amazing to play 
on a pitch where legends have played too,” he said. 
 
“When you’ve got 20-odd thousand fans there all willing you on to win, it feels fantastic. We 
celebrated in the Darlington town centre afterwards and it was packed with fans; the club hadn’t 
really had much to celebrate so such a big achievement was well-recognised. 
 
“The fans would be the same if the same thing happened here. It would be amazing to do the 
same with Kiddy. We’ve got so close to the play-offs and promotion over the years and never 
quite reached it. 
 
“This season we’re giving the Trophy a really good shot and we’re still within a shout of the play-
offs in the league. Imagine if we managed a double? That would just be unbelievable.” 




