
When Harriers boss Gary Whild recruited former Birmingham City striker Akwasi Asante back 
in December 2014, he explained at the time how much it suited both parties. 
 
On one hand, Harriers were able to strengthen their squad within their financial limitations to 
add the highly-rated young striker 
 
For Asante, it was the chance to recapture his form on the pitch and put to bed the injury woes 
which had blighted his Blues career. 
 
The Dutchman moved to Walsall from Amsterdam at the age of 13 - “I really struggled to 
understand the yam-yam accent at first!” - and signed for Birmingham as a schoolboy a year 
later. 
 
He progressed through the ranks at St Andrews before being released last summer. It didn’t 
quite go to plan for the 22-year-old, but Asante knows things could be very different. 
 
“I kept breaking down with the same hamstring injury and we couldn’t get to the bottom of it,” 
he admitted. 
 
“Getting released was hard to take. Who knows, if it wasn’t for my injuries, I might still be at the 
club. 
 
“It has definitely affected my career because I don’t feel the same as I did a few years ago. 
 
“At the moment I’m gaining a lot more confidence to really open up on the pitch, but it took a 
while to get to that stage. 
 
“I feel like I’ve learned from my experiences. I know what I need to do now to make sure I stay 
fit and I want to do everything I can to help stay that way.” 
 
From speaking to Asante, you certainly get the impression that he is always looking to learn 
from whatever life throws at him. His two loan spells, with Northampton Town in January 2012 
and Shrewsbury Town in March 2013, demonstrate this well. 
 
“At Northampton it was hard - I wasn’t sure what to expect but it was definitely much more 
physical than I anticipated and I struggled at first,” Asante said. 
 
“The long-ball style was not what I was used to. I was used to short, sharp passing. 
 
“At Shrewsbury, I felt more prepared because of the experience I’d had from my first loan.” 
 
Although his time at Birmingham is tainted by his injury woes, Asante will always treasure the 
memory of his first-team debut - coming off the bench against CD Nacional in the Europa 
League in August 2011.  
 
“We were 2-0 up and I just knew I’d be coming on if we scored another,” he recalled. 
 
“I didn’t even need to wait to be asked to get changed. As soon as Chris Wood found the net with 
a few minutes left, I started to get dressed. 
 



“It was a full house at St Andrews and the best atmosphere I’ve seen there. I was buzzing to be 
part of it and it was the best day I could have picked to make my debut.” 
 
After his release by Blues last summer, Asante flirted with a number of Football League clubs 
and even tried his luck abroad, but he was scuppered right up until he ended up at Aggborough. 
 
“I had a few unsuccessful trials before going to Norway for a week, where former Leeds striker 
Brian Deane wanted to sign me for Sarpsborg,” he said. 
 
“But something went wrong behind the scenes and I came back to England, where I hurt my 
ankle pretty badly during another trial. 
 
“I was out from September up until the end of November, was declared fit at the FA’s St 
George’s Park, and joined Kiddy in December.” 
 
At this sensitive stage of his career, Asante requires a manager who understands his needs and 
he has found that in Whild. 
 
Although yet to open his account for Harriers, the striker has impressed in his six games so far 
and helped set up childhood friend Ahmed Obeng’s dramatic last-minute winner against Lincoln 
City from the bench in his first appearance. 
 
However, both Asante and the gaffer know it is not wise to subject him to too much too quickly, 
and reinforcements in Dominic Knowles and Lee Hughes have been called upon to strengthen 
Harriers’ strikeforce. 
 
True to form, Asante can see the bigger picture and is taking what he can from this experience in 
Worcestershire. 
 
“I was out of the game properly for so long that I have to ease myself into it, which the gaffer 
also knows,” he said. 
 
“At the moment I’ve been out of the team but all I can do is fight for my place and try and get 
back in. 
 
“There’s no point sulking about it; if you work hard, your chance will come. When you get your 
chance to play, you’ve got to make sure you’re ready. 
 
“You need competition to improve and bringing new strikers in is a good thing for the club. We 
are trying to get promoted and it’s good that the gaffer has strengthened. 
 
“Hopefully that will help us get into the play-offs - which will make everyone happy!” 




