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Tyrone 
Barnett

TYRONE BARNETT’S MOVE TO GREENHOUS MEADOW GAVE THE 
STRIKER A NEW LEASE OF LIFE – AND, SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, 
HE’S NOW DETERMINED TO REPAY THE FAITH SHOWN IN HIM BY 
THE GAFFER AND THE CLUB.
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The 21st February 2012 was, 
for Tyrone Barnett, a date 
of some significance. In 
September 2005, he made 
his debut for then-Southern 
League Division One West 
side Rushall Olympic. In 
May 2010, he signed his 
first professional contract 
in football with Macclesfield 
Town. Less than two years 
later, and he had just signed 
on loan for Peterborough 
United of the Championship 
– approximately six leagues 
higher than where he had 
started out. 

“It was unbelievable to be 
playing in the Championship 
only two seasons after 
playing non-league,” Barnett 
recalled.

“My dream to become a 
professional had been fulfilled 
at Macclesfield, and then 18 
months later I was playing in 
the Championship – it was 
surreal. Looking back, it was a 
fantastic feeling.”

The move to London Road 
became permanent later 
that summer for a then-
club record fee in excess 
of £1million, marking a 
magnificent rise for a player 
who had taken the more 
unconventional route of 
progressing through non-
league rather than the ranks 
at a youth academy.

Barnett had bounced back 
from the disappointment 

of being released from 
West Bromwich Albion as a 
teenager and, on that winters’ 
day over three years ago, his 
hard work and determination 
to become a professional 
footballer truly felt like it had 
paid off.

“When I was 11 I was spotted 
by West Brom while playing 
for the school district and I 
spent around four years in 
the club’s academy. It was a 
great experience for me but 
I thought there was a lot of 
pressure on the young lads 
with regards to the football 
side of it, which perhaps took 

“IT WAS UNBELIEVABLE TO BE PLAYING IN THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP ONLY TWO SEASONS AFTER 
PLAYING NON-LEAGUE,”

Olympic, and I started 
playing for them when I was 
17. I had a good season in 
the reserves and moved onto 
the first team from there; 
that’s when things started 
happening for me.”

Barnett spent one season 
playing for Rushall’s first 
team before moving to AFC 
Telford United after scoring 
nine goals in 16 appearances 
at the beginning of 2006/07. 
A stint with Willenhall Town 
followed, where he finished 
as the club’s top scorer 
with 22 goals in his sole 
campaign, and from there 

away a bit of the enjoyment 
of it.

“I was released by the club 
when I was 15 and that hurt. 
I was heartbroken – I always 
wanted to be a footballer and 
I’d grown up kicking a ball 
around outside my mum’s 
house, dreaming of making 
it. I joined my local Sunday 
league team and began to 
enjoy it again, which was 
important for me, and that’s 
where my route back into 
football started.

“The manager of my Sunday 
league team got the reserve 
team manager job at Rushall 

he joined Hednesford Town 
– an impressive 28 goals and 
a Birmingham Senior Cup 
winner’s medal in his first 
season there the highlight of 
his non-league career.

Now approaching his 30th 
birthday, Barnett feels that 
playing part-time football 
while working a nine-to-five 
job is what helped mould him 
into the player and the person 
he is today, and made him 
appreciate the opportunity to 
finally become a professional 
all the more. 

“My goalscoring was really 
beginning to catch the 

> TYRONE BARNETT
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eye and at Hednesford in 
particular I was doing well; 
I was settled, I lived close to 
home and my twin boys had 
just been born. That period of 
my career really helped my 
development as a footballer. 
Youth football wasn’t as 
competitive, and playing with 
men as a teenager made me 
stronger and sharper.

“When I first heard of 
Macclesfield’s interest I was 
driving along in my van, at 
work in my normal job. I was 
24 at the time and I thought 
it was a dream come true 

Crawley Town and, although 
he made the switch to 
Peterborough during the 
same season, he has nothing 
but fond memories of his 
short spell in West Sussex.

“I really enjoyed playing 
in that Crawley side and it 
showed in my football; myself 
and Matt Tubbs formed a 
great strike partnership. I 
also scored their first Football 
League goal, which was a 
nice landmark for me to have 
at the club.”

He finished the 2011/12 
campaign with 19 goals in all 

a professional footballer off 
the field; something I hadn’t 
encountered before having 
progressed through non-
league.” 

Loan spells with Ipswich Town, 
Bristol City and Oxford United 
followed, designed to not only 
get Barnett playing regularly 
but, in his own words, to 
“look for a fresh start away 
from Peterborough, to find 
the right move for me and 
the right club who would 
pay them the fee they were 
asking for.”

And it was Shrews boss Micky 
Mellon who gave him the 
chance he was seeking, as 
Barnett signed for the club on 
February 2nd this year, going 
on to score on his debut and 
help his new boss achieve 
promotion from League Two.

“Joining Shrewsbury was 
an opportunity I couldn’t 
turn down. The team were 
impressive, the manager was 
impressive and it was also a 
chance for me to move back 
home to Birmingham. They 
were in a great position and 
always believed they were 
going to go up.

“Getting that late equaliser at 
home to Southend United on 
my first appearance for the 
club was a great start for me, 
and I was happy to be able 
to pay a little bit back to the 
gaffer so soon for the faith 
he had shown in bringing me 

“GETTING THAT LATE EQUALISER AT HOME TO 
SOUTHEND UNITED ON MY FIRST APPEARANCE FOR 
THE CLUB WAS A GREAT START FOR ME,”

– I’d always wanted to play 
professionally and when I got 
the call from Gary Simpson, 
their manager at the time, 
I was delighted. There was 
nothing else I could have 
wished for.”

He began to make a name 
for himself with the Silkmen 
and scored 13 goals in his 
first season as part of a team 
battling the drop in League 
Two, which earned him the 
Fans’ Player of the Year award 
at the end of the campaign.

In the summer of 2011, Barnett 
joined newly-promoted 

competitions but his three-
year period at United was 
ultimately a difficult one, 
affected by injury, spells 
out of the team and what 
Barnett himself refers to as “a 
learning curve.”

“My time at Peterborough 
taught me a lot. It was a great 
experience initially to be 
playing in the Championship, 
but I suffered a bad injury, 
which hadn’t happened to me 
before, and I wasn’t playing 
regularly. On top of that, I 
learned the other side of 
the game, about how to be 

> TYRONE BARNETT
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here. Experiencing promotion 
was fantastic to be part of as 
well and I was really looking 
forward to playing for the 
club in League One.”

After an important pre-season 
of getting back to full fitness, 
Barnett is eyeing a successful 
campaign, under a manager 
he enjoys playing for and 
amongst a competitive group 
of strikers who are all looking 
to make an impact for the 
team.

“The gaffer says what he 
thinks and sticks to his word, 
and as a player that’s great 
because you want to be 
treated fairly. He is a great 
character and from day one 
he has made me feel very 
welcome at the club. To have 
a manager like that is so 
beneficial. 

“It’s also good to have 
competition in my position. 
There are a lot of good 
strikers at this club and it 
gives the manager something 
to think about, so we will 
always be looking to impress. 
It’s great to be in that sort of 
environment because it stops 
players getting complacent. 
If someone is having a bad 
spell, there will be someone 
else waiting in the wings 
who is hungry and ready to 
step up to the plate. It keeps 
players on their toes and 
it’s a good headache for the 
manager to have.”

A family-orientated person 
who comes across as focused 
and down-to-earth, Barnett 
is eyeing a chance to put his 
lessons learned into practice 
and deliver on the pitch for 

a club where he feels secure 
and believed in.

 “I’ve had a good pre-season 
and have got to where I 
wanted to be fitness-wise. 
The manager has shown his 
faith in me and I’d like to 
return that with some more 
goals. I’ve got off the mark 
with a few so far and, if I 
can add some more to that, 
I’d call it a good start to the 
season for me.

“We’ve got a great set of 
players and I think it is 
realistic to be aiming for the 
play-offs – I don’t see why 
that can’t happen. Personally, 
I want to stay injury-free, have 
a long run of games and score 
as many goals as possible. 
After the past few years, I am 
relishing my first full season 
with Shrewsbury.” 

> TYRONE BARNETT


