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Sullay 
KaiKai

SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, LOAN STAR 
SULLAY KAIKAI DISCUSSED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE EXPERIENCE HE IS 
GAINING WITH THE SHREWS AWAY FROM 
PARENT CLUB CRYSTAL PALACE.
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It has become a regular 
occurrence for Premier 
League clubs to oversee the 
progress of their next crop 
of youth players by allowing 
them to sample life in the 
Football League, but it’s not 
always the best solution for 
both parties; players that 
can’t break into the first 
team of their temporary 
side, for example, or clubs 
who find their new additions 
don’t offer as much as first 
anticipated.

But Sullay Kaikai’s switch from 
Selhurst Park to Greenhous 
Meadow is paying dividends 
for both himself and the 
Shrews, with five goals in his 
last six appearances to show 
for it.

A grounded young 
professional, Kaikai knows 
how valuable this experience 
is for players like himself.

“It’s really beneficial to give 
young players these kinds of 
opportunities because we can 
gain so much from it,” he said.

“There’s only so much you 
can learn playing youth 
development and under-
21s football. Clubs like 
Shrewsbury allow us the 
chance to really develop as 
professional footballers. Here, 
I’m learning from the club’s 
experienced players, who 
give me advice and guidance. 
I know I can also learn a 

lot from making my own 
mistakes; the stakes are much 
higher than development 
matches and it means I can 
really improve my game.

“A lot of my team-mates from 
Palace are currently making 
big steps in the professional 
world. There’s Ryan Inniss, 
on loan to Port Vale, Jerome 
Binnom-Williams, currently 
at Burton Albion, while Keshi 
Anderson was doing really 
well at Doncaster Rovers 
but unfortunately suffered a 
bad injury last week and has 
returned to Palace.

“IT’S REALLY BENEFICIAL TO GIVE YOUNG PLAYERS 
THESE KINDS OF OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE WE CAN 
GAIN SO MUCH FROM IT,” 

“The youth coaches at Palace 
were really good; even from 
a young age they prepare 
you for first-team football,” 
he said.

“I was so happy to sign my 
first pro contract. I’d put in so 
much effort and was in great 
form at the time, so to be 
offered it was a bit of a relief. 
I was really excited about it, 
but you can’t just settle for 
that. I knew I had to keep 
pushing on and trying to get 
closer to the first team.”

After scooping the League 
Football Education Goal of the 

“We are all 20 years old, 
working hard and gaining so 
much from playing first-team 
professional football. The 
importance of these loans for 
players like us is massive.”

Kaikai’s hard-working 
attitude has served him well 
from the start of his football 
career, as it took three trials 
with Palace at the ages of 
10, 14 and 15 before the club 
gave him the chance he 
craved, culminating in his 
first professional deal as a 
17-year-old having topped the 
Academy scoring charts.

Season award for a fabulous 
solo effort against Liverpool 
in 2012/13, Kaikai was given 
his first taste of professional 
football the following season.

The winger joined Crawley 
Town in February 2014, and 
although he made only five 
appearances, it allowed him 
to discover first-hand the 
realities of playing in the 
Football League.

“My time at Crawley really 
helped me to see what that 
sort of environment was all 
about. It’s very different - 
it’s people’s livelihoods on 

> SULLAY KAIKAI
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the line. Playing for three 
points in League One is very 
different for playing for three 
points in the development 
league. At three o’clock on a 
Saturday you have to be on 
the ball, because it means 
everything.”

Kaikai remained on the radar 
at Palace and, in 2014/15 
was given his first chance to 
impress in red and blue - which 
he grabbed with both hands.

Coming on as a substitute 
against fellow Premier 
League side Newcastle 
United in the third round of 

nervous. It was all about 
being confident and taking 
any shooting opportunities 
which fell to me - and luckily I 
managed to do that!”

The following month, Kaikai 
experienced the second 
loan spell of his career, as 
he joined Cambridge United 
and spent the entirety of 
the 2014/15 campaign at the 
Abbey Stadium.

“There is always a lot of 
competition at Palace and it 
was expected that I would go 
out on loan, so I was glad to 
go to Cambridge.

them and it was amazing 
to help Cambridge earn a 
replay against them and play 
at Old Trafford.”

Kaikai continued to remain 
in the first team picture, 
travelling with the first 
team to Anfield at the end 
of 2014/15 and winning the 
Development Player of the 
Year award that season.

But, yet to play a second 
first-team game for Palace, 
Kaikai made the move to 
New Meadow in September 
- having effectively ‘scouted’ 
the Shrews as an unused 
substitute as the two sides 
met in the Capital One Cup 
back in August.

“Palace had followed my 
progress from Cambridge 
and they rewarded me for 
going out on loan and doing 
well - some clubs don’t pay 
as much attention to their 
players as Palace do, and 
to win the award was very 
humbling,” he said.

“I prepared for pre-season 
throughout the summer 
as I knew it would be an 
important season for me, but 
I was still waiting to take my 
chance with the first team.

“I’m happy with my progress 
with the club so far, but my 
main goal is to play for the 
first team, and as long as I’m 
not doing that, I can’t be too 

“IT WAS ALL ABOUT BEING CONFIDENT AND TAKING 
ANY SHOOTING OPPORTUNITIES WHICH FELL TO ME 
- AND LUCKILY I MANAGED TO DO THAT!”
the Capital One Cup, his side 
trailing 2-1 with 10 minutes 
left, Kaikai struck his first 
professional goal in the dying 
stages to force the match 
into extra time.

“I’ve had a few highlights in 
my career so far, and that 
was definitely one of them!” 
he said.

“It was absolutely a dream 
come true to score on 
my debut. I’d been told 
beforehand that I would get 
around five or 10 minutes on 
the pitch so as I prepared 
to come on I wasn’t really 

“I scored some goals and 
created some goals; it was 
a good learning curve and it 
made me a better player. It 
was great to be recognised 
for all my hard work by 
winning the Young Player of 
the Season there, too.

“One of the high points of the 
season was playing against 
Manchester United in the FA 
Cup, the team I’ve supported 
since I was young. When 
the draw was made I just 
remember screaming and 
dancing around the room! I 
couldn’t wait to play against 

> SULLAY KAIKAI
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happy yet, so it’s up to me 
to stay focused and try and 
achieve my goal.

“I saw Shrewsbury play 
against Palace in the cup and 
I thought they played some 
really attractive football. I 
also spoke to the manager 
before I came here and he 
really sold it to me - he made 
me feel comfortable and I 
knew the club really wanted 
to sign me, so I was pleased 
to come here.”

With his loan spell officially 
due to end in January, Kaikai 
is fully focused on continuing 
his good work in blue and 
yellow until then.

Named as the PFA Fans 
Player of the Month for 
October in League One, he is 

appreciative of the support 
the Shrews faithful have 
provided and is determined 
to keep contributing for as 
long as he’s playing for them.

“I’ve enjoyed my spell here so 
far; I’ve learned a lot, and it 
was fantastic to win Player of 
the Month. But I wouldn’t have 
won it without the rest of the 
team, so I have to be thankful 
to them - as well as to the 
manager and the backroom 
staff, because they give me 
great confidence, and to the 
fans for voting.

“I feel like I’m building up a 
good relationship with the 
supporters here; I try and 
reply to them on social media 
and interact with them when 
I can. They have been good 
to me and that’s really helpful 

for a young player coming 
into a new club.

“It was fantastic to get the 
win on Tuesday after the last 
two league results. We go out 
there to win every game and I 
feel we’ve been a bit unlucky 
with the results as we’ve 
played some good football 
and defended well at times. 
Hopefully we can continue 
that this weekend.

“I do want to impress my 
parent club, but the main 
thing for me is putting 
Shrewsbury first. I want to 
put in a performance for 
the team and do well for the 
team, and if I can score as 
many goals as possible and 
help us get further up the 
table, we’ll see where we go 
from there.” 

> SULLAY KAIKAI


