
Jon Keighren will be commentating in the press box this afternoon, and here’s what he had to 
say about his beloved County: 
 
Q: Great to speak to you, Jon. Firstly, you have two roles with the club - fill us in on those. 
A: I’ve been doing radio commentary for Pure FM since 1997/98 and it’s also used for County 
Player, the club’s online subscription service. 
I have also been a director at Stockport since May last year and I’ve got specific responsibilities 
as the communications director - which is probably why we’re speaking right now - and as the 
respect director, the league’s initiative to improve the behaviour of players and staff. 
 
Q: Are you a Stockport fan yourself? 
A: I am indeed. My first game was a 0-0 draw against the old Wimbledon on a Friday night in 
1981. You can imagine you would be hooked after that, wouldn’t you? 
 
Q: Definitely! So does being a fan of the club enhance your role as a commentator? 
A: I think it does. I remember a game at Watford a few years ago, when we set up behind some 
home fans instead of the commentary box as it was quite a hot day. At half-time one of them 
turned around and said to me: “That was the most biased commentary I have ever heard,” and I 
thanked him straight away! 
It’s great to be able to express that partiality and the fans appreciate it, but at the same time if 
the team have played badly I’m not afraid to criticise them.  
 
Q: What have been your highlights and lowlights of your time following Stockport? 
A: The most recent highlight is probably winning promotion to League One at Wembley in 
2008. Winning the title is fantastic but I think there’s no better way of being promoted than 
going through the play-offs as it’s such an occasion. 
The lowlight is quite easy. On the final day of the 2012/13 campaign we were beaten 4-0 at 
Kidderminster Harriers. We were relegated to the Conference North and there were incidents 
with the fans that day too. I imagine that was probably the blackest day in the club’s history. 
 
Q: Yes, last season was your first in this division - what was it like? 
A: It was an eye-opener! We became a part-time club, which I think was the right decision to 
make because the most important thing is making sure we are sustainable. The standard of 
football hasn’t been much different to the Conference Premier really, so I’m looking forward to 
this season in that respect; I think the football is better than anyone expected. 
 
Q: Which County player should we look out for this season? 
A: Kristian Dennis is a talent. He suffered an injury around Christmas last season so went off the 
boil a little bit, but he’d still reached double figures by then - and he’s scored five goals in five 
games this pre-season. 
 
Q: Finally, Stockport have been a non-league side for three years now. How does it differ to the 
Football League, and what would you say the positives are of football at this level? 
A: People are sometimes quick to dismiss the positives, but from the supporters’ point of view, 
they enjoy changing ends at half-time, and being able to have a pint while watching the game. 
Things like the standard of refereeing and the grounds as well are obviously different to the 
Football League, and the press facilities are perhaps not as great as they could be. 
We’ve met some fantastic people at this level but make no mistake, we want to get out of this 
league as quickly as possible and I’m sure Tamworth do as well! 


