
It is often said that young, potential footballers throw every ounce of passion and determination 
into achieving their goal without having a suitable back-up, and that it takes a certain degree of 
level-headedness and maturity to forge a career away from the pitch. 
 
For Dan Sleath, it seemed the obvious choice when life as a professional footballer didn’t work 
out quite the way he planned. 
 
“I moved to Mansfield Town when I was 16 after playing Sunday League football,” he explained, 
“but after five years at the club it never really took off for me. 
 
“I gave it a good crack but I’d only played about 20-odd games for the first team, so it seemed 
like I’d probably missed my chance to make it big in football. 
 
“When Mansfield were relegated in 2008, I would have been playing full-time in the Conference. 
I thought it would be wiser to play part-time and get an education too for a more stable career. 
 
“So I thought “right, I’m going to pursue a career in engineering.” I studied design engineering 
at Loughborough University full-time, and I’m currently doing a part-time master’s in 
sustainable engineering.” 
 
As you can imagine, finding time to study as well as work and play football is no mean feat, but 
Sleath’s enthusiasm means he finds a way to do them all. 
 
“It’s very tough to juggle everything, but I love all three of those things. It’s hard, but it’s worth 
it.” 
 
Since leaving the Stags, and even during his time at Field Mill, Sleath has appeared for 
numerous non-league clubs, and points to two promotions as his highlights. 
 
“Getting promoted is always a brilliant achievement and I managed it twice, at Ilkeston Town in 
2009 and at Boston United in 2010. 
 
“It’s one of the best feelings in football and it’s something I’d like to experience for a third time 
here.” 
 
It’s evident that Sleath still retains that passion and determination for football, and it’s now 
something he will channel towards ensuring the Lambs have a successful season after joining in 
the summer from Nuneaton Town. 
 
“Nuneaton only wanted me there on a trial basis and I thought, having played in the Conference 
Premier for two years quite consistently and regularly, that wasn’t an offer I was going to take 
up. 
 
“I spoke to Dale Belford and he told me the type of squad he was going to build at Tamworth, a 
good team ethos with the right people, and I knew that was something I wanted to be part of. 
 
“The club’s aims are obviously to be in and around the top end of the table. I’m not going to say 
we’re aiming to get promoted because I don’t want to jinx anything, but that’s what we’re all 
trying to do. 
 



“Personally, I want to do anything I can for the club. I’m not a selfish player; all I want is to help 
Tamworth do well. 
 
“A good season for me is to win games and enjoy my football, and that’s what I’m looking to do 
here.” 


