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NuNeatoN boss Kevin Wilson was 
left cursing his side’s ‘defensive 
naivety’ after they conceded a late 
equaliser at edgeley Park.

Boro took the lead through Rob 
Duffy early in the first half and stood 
firm for the majority of the second as 
they looked to claim their first away 
league victory since November.

But four minutes from time Delial 
Brewster was allowed to latch on to a 
long ball and round goalkeeper Jor-
dan Smith unchallenged to give 
County a share of the spoils.

Wilson felt Boro were barely 
threatened by their opponents and 
should have seen out the game with-
out trouble.

“We caused our own downfall by 
defensive naivety,” he said. “We 
made a substitution on the halfway 
line, we’re trying to throw the ball 
into the box, and it’s one ball straight 
through the middle of us.

“I can’t believe it because we were 
comfortable. I don’t think they’ve 
hurt us, but we committed hara-kari 
at the back.

“It’s defensive naivety and we have 
got to be better. We should be able to 
handle one ball that goes through 
the middle of us and maybe the only 

clear-cut chance they’ve had in 90 
minutes.

“It’s one ball and you can see that 
at Sunday league level; it’s not as if 
we don’t work on these things. It’s 
disappointing.”

In an opening period where Stock-
port, looking to impress in caretaker 
boss Mike Flynn’s first game in 
charge, had enjoyed more posses-
sion, Duffy’s 21st-minute opener was 
a rather unexpected one.

The striker did well to take full 
advantage of a mistake by Dean Hen-
derson, guiding a powerful header 
into an empty net after the debutant 
keeper came off his line to try to 
claim the incoming free-kick.

Duffy fluffed a chance to double 
his tally six minutes before the inter-
val, scuffing a close-range effort as 
he went to ground amid a half pro-
test for a penalty, before right-back 
James Clifton went close ten minutes 
into the second half after a bold ven-

ture into the box ended with a nar-
rowly off-target shot.

The closest County came to 
breaching the Boro defence was Karl 
Ledsham’s viciously curling strike 
from distance around the half-hour 
mark, which was pushed behind 
superbly by Smith.

and, as the back line battled hard 
against a determined but rather 

toothless Stockport side while the 
snow began to fall in the second half, 
it appeared increasingly likely that 
Nuneaton would hold on for their 
first win of 2016.

But Brewster’s late equaliser was a 
kick in the teeth for Wilson, who 
hinted that he would be delving into 
the transfer market in a bid to add 
further depth in defence.

“We’ll have to have a look at things; 
we can’t keep conceding the goals 
like we concede,” he said.

“We had it against Solihull, one 
mistake, and we’ve had it here today.

“Maybe it might be time for Kevin 
Wilson to go and have a look and see 
what’s around, because we’re now 
shooting ourselves in the foot.”
Stockport: Henderson, Morton, 
Garvin, Smalley, O’Hanlon, Montrose, 
Menagh (Odejayi, 65), Rule (Russell, 87), 
Brewster, Marsden, Ledsham (Evans, 
87). Substitutes not used: Ormson, 
Tonge
Nuneaton: Smith, Clifton, Lyttle, 
Morgan, J Keane, Lane, Chettle 
(McFarlane, 85), Byrne, Duffy 
(Harewood 74), Williams, C Keane (Reid, 
85). Substitutes not used: Maguire, 
Daniels
Referee: Billy Khatib.

Wilson is furious at
Boro’s costly lapse
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Overtime heartache 
for battling Brakes

LeaMINgtoN bowed out of the Fa 
trophy but only after taking National 
League side altringham to extra-time after 
Ben Mackey’s last-minute equaliser in 
their first round replay.

In a the tie being played at the sixth 
attempt after a month-long wait, 
altrincham needed only five minutes to 
take the lead as Michael Rankine, felled by 
Jamie Hood in the area, duly slotted home 
the penalty.

The Brakes weren’t deterred, though, 
and had the better of the half, Mackey 
heading against the bar before Hood 
headed wide just before half time.

They continued to press after the break, 
as Mackey, Richard taundry and Jack 
edwards all saw attempts saved by tim 
Deasy in the visitor’s goal.

Deasy produced another fine save from 
Mackey, but in the final minute the same 
player buried a header from a corner to 
force an extra time Leamington more than 
deserved.

However, ten minutes into the extra 30 
altrincham were back ahead as Rankine 
produced a moment of quality, picking up 
the ball midway inside the Brakes half and 
unleashing a powerful dipping shot that 
gave tony Breeden no chance.

Mackey twice went close to another 
equaliser as he saw a shot cleared off the 
line before a final Deasy save ensured 
altringham’s progression, but Leamington 
could leave with their heads held high.

Greenbacks cave in 
after Kyle’s red card

BeDWoRtH crashed to their worst 
defeat of the season as promotion 
hopefuls Redditch struck four times in 
each half to canter to victory.

The writing was on the wall when 
visiting skipper and central defender 
Kyle Cartwright was sent off after just 
four minutes for a mistimed tackle on 
Redditch playmaker Max Loveridge.

The greenbacks kept their hosts at 
arm’s length for the majority of the half 
but four goals in ten minutes effectively 
wrapped up a home win.

It was Loveridge who opened the 
scoring on 35 minutes with Jazz Luckie 
adding a second moments later after 
teenage keeper Liam Richards had kept 
out a Jamey osborne strike.

Jordan archer, playing against his 
former club, reduced the arrears on 39 
minutes but this just spurred on the Reds 
and george Carline and osborne fired 
them into a 4-1 interval lead.

It was a similar tale after the break with 
solid defending keeping the Premier 
Division high-fliers out until the final 
quarter.

Luckie then stooped to head in his 
second quickly followed by Jordan 
Cullinane-Liburd who forced in a corner 
from close range.

aron Wint crashed an effort against 
the Redditch crossbar with substitute 
Dan Creaney’s rebound forcing an 
excellent save from keeper Jose Veiga.

But the home side had the final say 
with ashley Sammons scoring twice in 
the final ten minutes.

FA TROPhy FiRST ROund RePlAy

SOuTheRn leAGue PReMieR

Leamington �������������������������������������1
Altrincham ���������������������������������������2

(After extra time)

Redditch United ���������������������������� 8
Bedworth United �������������������������� 1

vAnARAMA nORTh
Stockport County ������������������� 1
Nuneaton Town ��������������������� 1
liz Owen 

 ■ Rob Duffy

 ■ Joe Magunda 
stops Altrincham’s Josh 
O’Keefe in his tracks. Left, 
Connor Gudger and Jamie 
Tank team up on James 
Lawrie. Above left,Richard 
Taundry (No.8) looks on 
as Jack Edwards lets fly; 
right, Lee Chilton battles 
for possession with Jordan 
Sinnott and Josh O’Keefe.
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