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James 
Wallace

AFTER PLAYING BACK-TO-BACK 90-MINUTE 
GAMES FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ALMOST 
TWO YEARS, JAMES WALLACE TOLD LIZ 
OWEN HE HOPES THE SHREWS CAN BENEFIT 
FROM HIS INCREASING FITNESS LEVELS.
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It’s never easy to leave a club 
where you’ve spent seven 
years of your career, and even 
more so when you grew up as 
a supporter of that club. It’s 
harder still when the club in 
question competes in the top 
tier of English football, and the 
competition for an illustrious 
spot in the starting XI is high.

This was the dilemma faced 
by James Wallace, at his 
boyhood club Everton. After 
joining their academy at 
the age of 13, he left in the 
summer of 2012 to make a 
permanent switch to Tranmere 
Rovers, having featured only 
once for the first team.

For Wallace, the desire to play 
regular football overruled the 
sentiment of remaining with 
the Toffees and hoping for his 
chance.

However, his departure 
certainly didn’t overrule the 
happy memories and key 
experience gained with the 
club.

“The academy at Everton was 
brilliant and some of the best 
times of my career so far were 
spent there,” Wallace said.

“We were lucky enough to 
play abroad in different 
tournaments, and the staff 
were so helpful too; still to this 
day they keep in touch with 
me and look out for me.

“I enjoyed playing in the Nike 
Cup and the FA Youth Cup, 
and playing in pre-season 

friendlies with the first-
team. Being an Everton fan, 
it was surreal standing in the 
changing rooms with all my 
heroes.”

After signing his first 
professional contract aged 17, 
Wallace made his competitive 
first-team debut from the 
bench against Czech side 
Sigma Olomouc in August 
2009.

“It was a very special moment 
for me and a proud moment 
for my family. To have played 
in the Europa League, even the 
early qualifying stages, was 
absolutely fantastic.”

“I FEEL FIT, THE FITTEST AND THE MOST CONFIDENT IN 
MY BODY THAT I’VE FELT. I JUST WANT TO GO OUT AND 
PLAY.”

loved every minute of learning 
my trade in the Football 
League.”

Wallace’s first encounter with 
Shrewsbury occurred in 2011/12. 
Although his debut for his new 
club wasn’t ideal, and he made 
only three appearances overall 
due to injuries and suspension, 
his impression of Town was a 
positive one.

“My first loan spell here didn’t 
work out as well as I wanted 
it to. I got sent off on my 
debut against Dagenham and 
Redbridge, and then picked up 
a thigh injury playing reserve 
games for Everton.

He joined Bury on loan early 
on during the following season, 
but featured only once in a 
month-long loan deal marred 
with match postponements. 

In February 2011, another more 
fruitful loan spell followed, 
with struggling Stockport 
County. Unfortunately for the 
Hatters, that was to be their 
final campaign in the Football 
League after dropping out of 
League Two in April – an eye-
opening experience for a young 
professional to be part of.

“I played around 14 games for 
the club and, although It was 
a very difficult time for them, I 

“Though it was frustrating, I 
enjoyed my short time with the 
club. They were challenging for 
promotion from League Two at 
the time, which was a different 
scenario for me to be involved 
in.”

His final loan from Everton 
came with Tranmere the 
following January, with Wallace 
admitting it was probably the 
most enjoyable one due to 
playing consistently.

“We were fighting relegation 
at first and ended up finishing 
mid-table. It was a brilliant 
experience with a local club, 
which meant a lot – and, by 

> JAMES WALLACE



PAGE 14 / TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT RECRUITMENT SOLUTIONS WWW.ABSOLUTEPERSONNEL.CO.UK / TEL 01743 461239 / PAGE 15

playing in League One, it was 
another step up in my career 
at that time.”

After his extended loan 
ended at the end of the 
season, Wallace had that 
aforementioned tough decision 
to make.

“I knew I wasn’t going to be 
playing regularly for Everton. 
I got offered a new deal, an 
extra year, but I thought the 
time was right to go and 
play every week for a first 
team in the Football League. 
Sometimes you have to take 
that jump from a big club.

“There were a couple of 
older lads at Tranmere, Ian 
Goodison and Andy Robinson, 
who thought they’d had 
a good chance of getting 
the captaincy, so I got a bit 
of stick from them when I 
arrived! But nothing put me 
off. I was up for the challenge.”

During two further years at 
Rovers, Wallace made 42 
appearances and scored 
four goals. Although blighted 
by injury and, at the end 
of his second campaign, 
relegation from League One, 
he relished his time with a 
club he still retains a great 

all really together and digging 
in for each other; we’d be up 
singing on the bus on some 
of the away trips home. I had 
some great times there which 
I’ll never forget.

“The second season was 
difficult to be part of, 
especially as I missed the 
majority, which I was gutted 
about. It was devastating 
to see a club like Tranmere 
drop out of League One and 
then, the season after, into 
non-league. I was sad to see 
that happen, especially after 
almost 90 years as a Football 
League club. I really hope 
they will be back where they 
belong soon.

“Moving to Sheffield United 
was a chance I couldn’t 
turn down. They are a huge 
club with a big fanbase, and 
the manager who signed 
me, Nigel Clough, had 
Championship experience. I 
wanted to improve and play 
regularly there.”

However, Wallace’s time at 
Bramall Lane has so far, as 
he succinctly put it, been “a 
nightmare.”

He added: “I had injury after 
injury and just kept breaking 
down. I couldn’t put my finger 
on why.”

After featuring just 13 times 
last season and, having not 
played since November 
this season, a loan move to 
Greenhous Meadow may be 
just what he needed.

“WE NEED TO WORK HARD TOGETHER AND 
TRY AND PULL THIS CLUB AWAY FROM THE 
RELEGATION ZONE.”
“Tranmere wanted to sign me 
permanently and make me 
captain, so it was a no-brainer. 
They clearly thought highly 
of me and that gave me a lot 
of belief and made me feel 
wanted.”

Some players might baulk at 
the idea of being promised the 
armband at a new club aged 
only 20. Not Wallace.

“I captained Everton reserves 
and also Stockport too, even 
though I was only there for a 
few months. I’m quite vocal on 
the pitch and in the dressing 
room, and it’s a responsibility 
I enjoy.

deal of affection for, and 
has continued to follow their 
fortunes after switching to 
Sheffield United in 2014.

“My first year at Tranmere 
was brilliant up until I injured 
my knee. We were flying high 
and top of League One for 
the majority of the first half, 
before losing a few key players 
and losing form, eventually 
finishing mid-table.

“We were full of confidence, 
going out and scoring goals 
and winning games, and 
beating teams at Prenton Park 
was special. There was a great 
set of lads there and we were 

> JAMES WALLACE
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“We had a new manager, 
Nigel Adkins, take over in the 
summer, and you had to be fit 
to try and impress under him, 
which obviously I haven’t been. I 
played a few games this season 
but never quite managed to 
stamp my authority on the team 
due to some little niggly injuries.

“At this current stage in the 
season I was eager to get out 
and play games, and I am very 
thankful to Shrewsbury for 
giving me the chance to do that.

“I’ve worked with Coyney and 
Jacko before, and everyone I 
spoke to about Micky Mellon had 
great things to say, so it was an 
easy decision to make.”

Wallace’s 90-minute 
appearances in amber and 
blue against Burton Albion and 
Oldham Athletic were the first 
time he has played two full 
consecutive first-team games 
since playing against Brentford 

and Stevenage for Tranmere in 
March 2014.

And he paid tribute to Shrews 
physio Chris Skitt as he revealed 
he is feeling more and more like 
his real self on the field again.

“Skittsy is a top physio and he’s 
done a lot of work with me so far 
to keep me right for the games, 
so we have a good relationship.

“Now I feel like I can play back-
to-back and go on a run of 
games. I feel fit, the fittest and 
the most confident in my body 
that I’ve felt. I just want to go 
out and play.”

The 24-year-old now wants 
to show his gratitude on 
the pitch as he looks to help 
steer Shrewsbury away from 
the wrong end of the table 
throughout the rest of his loan 
here.

“After my first game, the 
disappointing defeat against 

Barnsley, we went away to top-
of-the-league Burton, played 
brilliantly and got a fantastic 
result. But then we returned to 
our home ground, put in that 
performance against Oldham 
and got beaten 1-0 in a six-
pointer. The lads said it just 
summed their season up.

“We showed what we can do 
against Burton. It’s got to be 
about our consistency and our 
mentality to perform going 
into games. You can’t go from 
one extreme to the other in the 
space of a week.

“For me personally, my loan 
here is about trying to play as 
many games as I can. But this 
is a club that doesn’t deserve 
to be down the bottom of this 
league. There are some great 
people here, both on and off 
the pitch, so we need to work 
hard together and try and 
pull this club away from the 
relegation zone.” 

> JAMES WALLACE


