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Jermaine 
Grandison

MUCH HAS CHANGED SINCE JERMAINE GRANDISON 
ARRIVED AT GREENHOUS MEADOW OVER FIVE 
YEARS AGO – HE LOOKS BACK ON HIS SHREWS 
CAREER SO FAR WITH LIZ OWEN.
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With over 150 appearances 
under his belt at the age of just 
25, Jermaine Grandison has 
played more games in amber 
and blue than anyone else in 
the squad, and it’s fair to say 
that he knows Shrewsbury 
Town better than most.

Birmingham-born Grandison 
arrived in Shropshire back in 
2011 after progressing through 
the academy at Coventry City 
and making eight appearances 
for them in the Championship.

Previous manager Graham 
Turner was so impressed after 
signing him on loan in the 
middle of January, he made 
the transfer permanent just 
weeks later on deadline day.

And although Grandison 
admitted he was initially 
uncertain about moving down 
two tiers to League Two, he 
knew Shrewsbury were the 
right club for him.

“I made my Coventry debut 
aged 18 and broke into the 
team under Chris Coleman, 
but he was sacked at the end 
of the following season,” he 
explained.

“Aidy Boothroyd took over 
but I wasn’t part of his plans. 
It could have turned out very 
differently for me there had 
Chris stayed.

“After playing a few games on 
loan at Shrewsbury, Graham 
told me he wanted to sign 
me permanently. I wasn’t 
sure at first – I thought I was 
more than capable of playing 

regularly in the Championship 
– but it was by far the best 
option for me.

“The facilities here were good, 
I liked the manager and and it 
was a nice environment. I felt 
welcome as soon as I arrived.

“A big bonus for me as well 
was Shrewsbury’s style of play. 
They liked to pass the ball a 
lot and that suited me. I wasn’t 
into booting the ball as far as I 
could!”

After losing to Torquay United 
in the play-off semi-finals at 
the end of 2010/11, Shrewsbury 
went one better the following 
season, securing promotion 

“A BIG BONUS FOR ME AS WELL WAS 
SHREWSBURY’S STYLE OF PLAY. THEY LIKED TO 
PASS THE BALL A LOT AND THAT SUITED ME.”

But despite making a similar 
start to 2012/13, disaster struck 
when Grandison suffered a 
hip injury halfway through the 
campaign.

An unsuccessful comeback 
in April meant the defender 
required surgery on the 
problem, which ruled him 
out for several months and 
was a contributory factor in 
his release by the club that 
summer. 

“I’d been playing regularly and 
doing really well in League 
One before I got injured – the 
timing was bad and it hit me 
quite hard.

in a campaign Grandison was 
heavily involved with.

“My first full season was 
brilliant; everyone was enjoying 
their football and determined 
to do well. I played pretty 
much every game, which was 
fantastic for me.

“I also scored my first goal for 
the club that season – a header 
against Southend. It was a big 
game at the time and ended 
up being a late winner as well, 
so it was the perfect occasion.

“Getting promoted rounded off 
the whole season nicely and I 
was looking forward to making 
the step up into League One.”

“I made sure I got out of the 
house as often as I could and 
saw my friends and family all 
the time, and that helped me 
get through it. I couldn’t wait 
to be back fit and I had a lot of 
belief that I would still be able 
to find a club.”

Grandison continued his 
recovery with Shrewsbury 
and ended up re-joining as he 
grew closer to full fitness in 
December 2013, before making 
his comeback almost a year on 
in January.

“As I entered the final stages 
of my rehab and was able to 
run outside again, the club 

> JERMAINE GRANDISON
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approached me from there. I 
was delighted to re-sign and it 
made perfect sense.

“I felt like a new person when 
I finally got out onto the 
pitch again. The injury wasn’t 
troubling me at all and I felt 
completely fresh.

“I didn’t start playing regularly 
until March and the club were 
already in a bad position in the 
league. It was so frustrating 
not being able to help my 
team-mates during the whole 
season.”

After the Shrews dropped 
into League Two once more, 
Grandison ensured his pre-

“Last season has to be up there 
as my favourite so far – we all 
had so much confidence and 
trust in each other on and off 
the pitch.

“It was crazy to reach that 
landmark, too, and it was a 
special moment for me at a 
club I feel happy to be part of, 
especially after being out for 
so long beforehand.”

With this season being 
significantly more challenging 
for the Shrews, their FA Cup 
run was a high point for 
players and fans alike – and 
particularly for Grandison, who 
lined up against childhood 

going to do before the ball 
come to them.

“It’s always difficult to play 
against teams like that but it 
gives us a lot of confidence in 
ourselves and our own abilities 
and motivates us to improve 
our own games.”

And, with Town facing a vital 
run-in to ensure League One 
survival, Grandison is hoping 
he and his team-mates can 
bring that cup experience into 
their league form.

“It’s been a tougher season this 
time around, with a lot of ups 
and downs; maybe we haven’t 
been as consistent as we 
should have been.

“But we’ve tested ourselves 
against Man United and now 
we need to raise our game in 
the same way over the next 
few months to start getting 
results and climbing the table.”

On the pitch, Grandison’s 
penchant for step-overs are 
one of the attributes that 
endear him to the Shrews 
faithful – and off it, he’s well-
known for his singing abilities, 
which acts as a release from 
the pressures of professional 
football.

“I’ve always liked to sing, from 
a young age. If I didn’t play 
football, I’d probably have 
been on the X Factor by now!

“I would like to get into it more 
when I’ve retired, but that’s a 
long way off yet. For now, I’m 
enjoying it in my spare time as 

“FROM THE MOMENT I SIGNED FOR THE CLUB, THE 
FANS TOOK TO ME REALLY WELL. THEY’VE BEEN 
BEHIND ME ALL THE WAY,”
season schedule was focused 
on maintaining his fitness, as 
new boss Micky Mellon took 
charge.

“My first impressions of Micky 
were that he was a little more 
vocal than Graham. As the 
season went on, I built a good 
relationship with him and found 
he was a manager you could 
approach very easily.”

Grandison made his 100th 
Shrews appearance last season 
as Mellon led his players to an 
immediate return to League 
One, a campaign which he 
thoroughly enjoyed being part 
of after his injury nightmare.

team Manchester United last 
week.

He’s also come up against 
the likes of Arsenal, Leicester 
City, Chelsea and Crystal 
Palace during his time with the 
Shrews, so knows how valuable 
that experience can be.

“The game against United 
didn’t go the way we wanted 
it to, but it was good for 
everyone to learn from. A lot of 
the cup games against Premier 
League sides are about 
watching players’ movements, 
seeing how good they are on 
the ball and how sharp they 
are – they know what they’re 

> JERMAINE GRANDISON
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a hobby; a way to switch off, in 
the same way some footballers 
play golf regularly. I’m very 
much focused on my football 
and trying to improve myself 
and help my team.”

As the current longest-serving 
player in the squad, Grandison 
has seen various changes all 
around the club. Reviewing the 
past five years, he paid tribute 
to the supporters and picked 
out some of his highlights of his 
career here so far.

“From the moment I signed 
for the club, the fans took to 
me really well. They’ve been 
behind me all the way, even 
while I was injured and without 
a club – they have always been 
great with me and backed me, 
and I really appreciate that.

“The main changes have 
obviously been in the squad – 
I’ve seen a lot of players come 

and go! But I’ve also noticed 
that we have had a lot more 
ambition since Micky Mellon 
came in, especially last season, 
when he gave us that drive to 
push up the league and get 
promotion.

“Footballing-wise, I would say 
the best I’ve played alongside 
here is Ryan Woods; he was 
only just breaking through 
when I joined the club and I 
have really rated him from 
the beginning. Both him and 
Connor Goldson, too, have 
done brilliantly and I watched 
them both grow as individuals 
during my time at the club.

“As for my favourite goal, I 
think it would be the one I 
scored against Morecambe last 
season, where I ran past a few 
of their players, did a step-over 
and finished into the bottom 
corner!”

With Shrewsbury currently 
level on points with 20th-
placed Blackpool and unbeaten 
in their last three league 
games, Grandison feels that, 
after a busy transfer window, 
the squad is capable of 
climbing out of their perilous 
position.

And after reflecting on plenty 
of highs and some notable lows 
with the club, he’s determined 
not to let this season fall into 
the latter category.

“The new players who have 
arrived are all settled in and 
everyone is looking forward to 
the upcoming games.

“We are all raring to go now. 
We’ve all got each other’s 
backs and all want the same 
thing – to make sure we finish 
the season strongly.” 

> JERMAINE GRANDISON


