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Scott 
Vernon

SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, SCOTT VERNON 
EXPLAINED HOW HE IS FOCUSING ON ONE GAME 
AT A TIME AFTER FIGHTING HIS WAY BACK INTO 
CONTENTION IN MICKY MELLON’S STARTING XI.
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A common frustration 
amongst footballers is a lack 
of first-team action. Every 
player wants to be out on the 
pitch every week and, if they 
aren’t, decisions have to be 
taken and choices have to be 
made.

Scott Vernon found himself 
in a similar situation at the 
beginning of the season. 
Told by Micky Mellon he was 
free to leave the club in the 
summer, Vernon remained 
at Greenhous Meadow and 
continued to work hard and 
try to prove to the gaffer that 
he was deserving of a first-
team opportunity.

He may have had to wait 
until November to take 
that opportunity, but it was 
certainly one he grabbed 
with both hands.

After making his first 
appearance of the campaign 
as a substitute against 
Gainsborough Trinity in the 
FA Cup, Vernon then earned 
a place in the starting line-up 
against Sheffield United and 
scored in a 4-2 victory at 
Bramall Lane.

And the 32-year-old hasn’t 
looked back, featuring in 
every game since at the time 
of writing.

As he hopes to line up against 
former club Oldham Athletic 
tonight, Vernon looked over 
at his time at the club where 
his career began.

Best remembered for his 
winning goal against Premier 
League Manchester City in 
the third round of the FA Cup 
in 2005, Vernon naturally 
holds very fond memories of 
his six-year spell at Boundary 
Park.

“Oldham took me on as an 
under-15 – there were a few 
other clubs interested in me 
but I chose them because of 
the reputation they had of 
bringing youngsters through 
to the first-team and giving 
them a chance,” he said.

“I made my debut aged 
18 and, although we lost, I 

“MY PERSONAL HIGHLIGHT OF MY TIME THERE WOULD 
DEFINITELY BE THAT GOAL AGAINST MAN CITY. IT WAS A 
LOCAL DERBY SO ALL THE FANS WERE BUZZING,”

“It was a big occasion for the 
club and the fans swamped 
the pitch at the end, which 
was great. All of a sudden 
everyone wants to talk to you 
and you’re the most popular 
person in the town! It was a 
brilliant experience for me.

“I always look forward to 
playing against Oldham and 
I always seem to bump into 
my old youth team coach 
Tony Philliskirk, who I have a 
lot of respect for. I have some 
brilliant memories from my 
time at the club. They were 
the ones who gave me my 
chance and taught me a lot.”

managed to score two goals. 
That was massive for a 
young pro like myself.

“My personal highlight of my 
time there would definitely 
be that goal against Man 
City

“It was a local derby so 
all the fans were buzzing 
and all the players were 
looking forward to it. We 
started really well, I scored 
the goal to put us ahead, 
and after that we defended 
unbelievably well as a team. 
Everything went for us and 
nothing went for them.

After a loan spell at 
Blackpool at the beginning 
of 2004/05, Vernon made 
the move permanent the 
following summer, and helped 
the Tangerines achieve 
promotion from League One 
in his second season with the 
club.

“From Christmas onwards our 
form was unbelievable; we 
just kept winning. We had a 
great set of lads – Jacko, our 
assistant manager here, was 
our captain back then – and 
we were the in-form team 
coming into the play-offs, 
which made all the difference.

> SCOTT VERNON
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“I picked up an injury for 
a few weeks that January 
while the team was flying, 
and I never quite managed 
to get myself back in there 
as regularly as before. It was 
unfortunate, but I had already 
made a contribution at that 
point and scored 14 goals 
overall. Everyone was in it 
together and backing each 
other up.”

During Blackpool’s first 
season in the second tier 
for 29 years, Vernon joined 
fellow Championship side 
Colchester United, again 
following a previous loan spell.

games when I went out on 
loan but ultimately you want 
to play for the club you’re at.” 

The striker then made the 
switch to Aberdeen in 2010 – 
and his subsequent four-year 
spell in the Scottish Premier 
League turned out to be a 
match made in heaven.

“The best offer I had on 
the table after leaving 
Colchester was with 
Aberdeen and, after meeting 
the manager and doing a bit 
of research, my wife and I 
made the trip up to Scotland 
and didn’t look back!

“We won the Scottish League 
Cup in my final season with 
the club and that was an 
amazing experience. I came 
on as a sub and scored 
one of the penalties in the 
shoot-out; it was great to 
be involved in and it meant 
so much to the fans and to 
the club as it was their first 
trophy in 19 years.”

After his contract with 
the Dons came to an end, 
Vernon, now a father to two 
young daughters, was keen 
for a return to England to be 
closer to home. 

Although initially unsure 
about playing in League Two 
for the first time, he was sold 
by the club’s eagerness to 
get out of the bottom tier, 
and his faith in the staff he 
had met turned out to be 
well-placed.

“The ambition of the club 
was stated when I signed. I 
wouldn’t have gone to any 
old team in League Two. 
I knew they were serious 
about getting out of there as 
soon as possible.

“I’d come from a division 
where every team had a style 
of play based on passing 
and moving. There are quite 
a few teams in League Two 
that don’t do it as much and 
that was a bit of a shock, to 
put it bluntly! But Shrewsbury 
weren’t one of them, which is 
probably why we did so well.”

“I’VE ALWAYS KEPT MYSELF IN SHAPE AND MADE SURE 
I WAS READY FOR A CALL-UP BACK INTO THE TEAM – 
THAT’S THE TYPE OF PLAYER I AM.”

However, from there, Vernon 
had three further loan spells 
with Northampton Town, 
Gillingham and Southend 
United, making for a rather 
unsettled two years at the 
club.

“I hadn’t been featuring 
much for Blackpool, so when 
Colchester came in for me 
in January, it was a move I 
didn’t want to turn down.

“It was a bit strange down 
there – the managers 
changed quite a bit and we 
were struggling all the time. I 
never really had a long run in 
the team. It was good to get 

“I didn’t realise at the time 
what sort of stature the 
club had up there – it is a 
massive club and the fans 
are so passionate. Everything 
about Aberdeen was so 
professional, they treated 
you properly and I can’t 
speak highly enough of the 
place.

“The managers thought a lot 
of me and it all just seemed 
to suit me. I hit the ground 
running, featuring regularly 
and scoring plenty of goals in 
my first few seasons – it was 
just what I needed and I took 
a lot of confidence from it. 

> SCOTT VERNON
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With Mellon giving Vernon the 
green light to leave for more 
regular football ahead of this 
season, the striker revealed 
that none of the interested 
clubs stood out to him and 
that he still believed he had a 
role to play in amber and blue.

Having taken that decision to 
remain with the club, Vernon 
is a great example of how 
footballers can turn around 
that period of frustration to 
get themselves back into 
contention for a starting role.

And, with the Shrews currently 
looking to string together a 
run of positive results to work 
their way up the league, he 
is determined to hold down 
his place in the team and 
contribute as much as he 
can for the remainder of the 
campaign.

“The gaffer spoke to me 
throughout the summer and 
told me if I could find myself 
another club where I would 
play more football, I could 
go.

“I’m settled in the area, so 
it would have had to be a 
relatively local club which I 
felt was going places. But I 
didn’t have an offer which I 
wanted to take.

“I always felt I could do a job 
at Shrewsbury and I got my 
head head down and kept 
working hard. I’ve always 
kept myself in shape and 
made sure I was ready for a 
call-up back into the team 
– that’s the type of player 
I am. And I’m absolutely 
delighted with how this 
season has turned out for 
me.

“The question we’ve been 
asking ourselves all season 
is how we can be more 
consistent. We are working 
on every aspect of the team 
and that is the frustrating 
thing – we can play so well 
and get that win against 
Cardiff, and then lose 3-0 at 
home to Barnsley. We are 
always trying to improve 
and that’s an ongoing 
process for us.

“On a personal level, I just 
want to take each game as 
it comes. It’s an old cliché 
but I’m not looking beyond 
this season and that’s the 
way I’ve got to approach it. I 
just want to work as hard as 
I can, play as often as I can 
and help the team as much 
as I can, and we’ll go from 
there.” 

> SCOTT VERNON


