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DESPITE a fifth game
without victory, AFC Wim-
bledon boss Neal Ardley
is adamant his side have
enough to claim a play-off
place. 

An evenly-matched
contest with Morecambe
only exploded into life late
on, Andy Fleming putting
the hosts in front with 
14 minutes to go and Jamie
Devitt doubling their
advantage from the spot.

With Ryan Sweeney
sent off after conceding
the penalty, ten-man Dons
fought back through
George Francomb but
couldn’t find an equaliser.

But Ardley believes
they are “absolutely capa-
ble” of winning
the majority of
their remaining
fixtures to seal a
top-seven finish.

He said: “I
don’t like using
excuses, but
they looked like
they didn’t have
a midweek
game and we
looked like we
did.

“In the second
half we were much
better, but moments can
change games.

“They took the lead – a
bad goal for us to 
concede – we go down
the other end, Lyle Taylor
does everything right and
hits the post. Within 
seconds, it’s 2-0.

“Credit to the boys,
they showed unbeliev-
able character with ten
men. It’s a different story if
Ade [Azeez] had scored
at the end.

“But we’ve got to get
our heads up. Are we
capable of winning six out
of our last ten? Absolutely.”

Substitute Fleming
marked his return from
suspension with his third
goal of the season, netting

from close range after
good work by Shaun
Miller, to begin the frantic
finale. 

It was the spark the
Shrimps needed, as Tom
Barkhuizen then won a
penalty after being
dragged back by
Sweeney, giving Devitt
the chance to fire home
from the spot.

Moments earlier, Taylor
had rattled the post for
Dons, before Francomb’s
low shot in the final 
seconds of normal time
set up a close finish.

The visitors had a glori-
ous chance to snatch a

point at the
death, but Ade
Azeez could
only blaze wide
from close
range.

For More-
cambe it was a
first win in 
11 games and
manager Jim
Bentley
believes it was
well overdue.

He said: “We
just about

deserved it. Wimbledon
are a good side so we
knew it was going to be
tough, but we played well
and created good
chances.

“I am a bit disappoint-
ed in our game
management after the
sending-off, but as Wim-
bledon were down to ten
and had nothing to lose,
they put bodies  forward.

“When you haven’t
won for so long it can get
nervy and you could
sense that, but we held on.

“Performance-wise,
we’ve been doing alright
and haven’t had that rub
of the green. Now we have
and hopefully we’ve
broken the cycle.”

CRAWLEY TOWN 1
LUTON TOWN 0
Harrold 12

AFC WIMBLEDON 1
Francomb 90
(4-4-2): Roos 6, Fuller 6, Bulman 5, Robinson 6, Francomb 7, Reeves 6,
Meades 6, Barcham 5 (Rigg 46 6), Sweeney 4, Taylor 7, Murphy 5 (Azeez 75 5)
Subs not used: Shea, Kennedy, Fitzpatrick, Gallagher, Kalambayi

MORECAMBE 2
Fleming 76, Devitt (pen) 80
(4-2-3-1): Roche 6, Beeley 6, Kenyon 6, Edwards 6, Devitt 7, Barkhuizen 6,
Ellison 6, Goodall 6 (Fleming 68 7), Miller 7 (Mullin 82 5), Doyle 6 (Parrish 71 5),
Conlan 6 Subs not used: O’Hara, McGowan, Molyneux, Wilson

JAMIE DEVITTMorecambe

STAR MAN

Att: 1,477 Rating: ★★★★★ Ref: Geoff Eltringham 6/10

Play-offs
are still
in reach
for Ardley

Att: 8,264 Rating: ★★★★★ Ref: Michael Bull 5/10

By Elizabeth Owen

MATT FINISH:
Crawley net the
only goal of the
game through for-
ward Matt Harrold
PICTURES: Gareth Owen

of the score. I’m just bitterly dis-
appointed that we didn’t convert
that into three points, because if
we had won that it would have
been a wonderful, wonderful per-
formance and a wonderful,
wonderful day for Luton Town.”

The Hatters dominated during
the first ten minutes, with Smith’s 
20-yarder hitting the base of the
post.

But the Red Devils led with their
first effort on goal, Harrold clini-
cally netting an eighth of the
season.

Craig Mackail-Smith diverted
Stephen O’Donnell’s low cross
over the top as Luton looked for an
immediate response, before the
visitors looked to nab a second,
Gwion Edwards low shot, not

 missing the bottom corner by
much.

That saw Crawley have their
best period of play, Scott Cuthbert
producing a superb goal-saving
challenge on Liam McAlinden.

The second half brought con-
tinued pressure by the hosts, with
penalty shouts for both Jack
 Marriott and sub Joe Pigott.

Dan Potts’ shot then drew a
fine save from Jones, with
O’Donnell’s rebound
cleared off the line by Lanre
Oyebanjo.

Sub Paul Benson then put a
free header against the bar from
close range as Luton were beaten.

Crawley boss Mark Yates
though felt his side were deserving
of their victory. 

He said: “I thought we were
great. How many shots has
Paul Jones saved? Maybe two
or three in the game.

“They’re a good side,
they’ve got a big squad, high
expectations here, won the
last four and we’ve done the
double over them.

“We worked that hard that
we deserved the little bit of
luck with the one that crashed
on to the bar.

NATHAN Jones
declared Luton
Town’s performance

outstanding despite watch-
ing them fall to defeat at
home to Crawley Town.

The Hatters boss felt his
side dominated throughout
but Crawley ended a week in
which they were successfully

By Mike Simmonds

LUTON: (4-3-3): Mitchell 6, O’Donnell 7,
Cuthbert 7, Sheehan 7, Potts 6, Smith 5

(Green 66 6), Lee 7, McGeehan 6,
McCourt 8, Marriott 7 (Benson 75 5),

Mackail-Smith 5 (Pigott 54 5) Subs not used:
Justham, Ruddock Mpanzu, Okuonghae, Banton
CRAWLEY: (4-4-2): Jones 6, Oyebanjo 7, Ashton 8,
Bradley 9, Dunne 7, Edwards 7, Bond 5, Sutherland 5,
Della Verde 5 (Deacon 86 N/A), Harrold 8, McAlinden 5
(Walton 80 5) Subs not used: Barnard, Preston, Young,
Fenelon, Yorwerth

taken over by Turkish business-
man Ziya Eren with victory.

Matt Harrold’s early strike, his
third goal against Luton this
season, sealed it but Jonathan
Smith and Paul Benson both hit the
woodwork to frustrate the hosts. 

“Performance-wise, I thought
we were outstanding,” said Jones. 

“The way we moved the ball,
the way we created, the amount of
chances, opportunities, posses-
sion we had, was enough to win
two or three games. But we didn’t.

“Credit to Crawley, they had
one chance and took it and then
showed a real resilience to defend
and grind out a result.

“I’m happy with how we played,
that’s as dominant a game you’re
likely to see at this level, regardless

“Balls have flashed across our
box, but we defended it, had the
desire to not let ball in the net, the
desire to win the first ball.

“Yes they overloaded us in the
wide areas at times, but we were
superb and stood really strong.

“We always carried a threat,
and apart from the one that hit

the bar, we had the three
best chances of the
game, so we were well
worth our win.”

HATTERS BOSS
STAYING HAPPY

STAYING
POSITIVE:
Crawley’s
players 
celebrate
the winning
goal, but
Luton take
heart from
display

SONNYBRADLEYCrawey Town

STAR MAN


