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Matt 
Tootle

SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, SUMMER SIGNING 
MATT TOOTLE OUTLINED HIS AMBITIONS 
IN A SHREWSBURY SHIRT AND HAS A CLEAR 
MESSAGE FOR THE FANS – YOU HAVEN’T SEEN 
THE BEST OF ME YET!
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There aren’t many 
footballers who can claim 
to have played over 200 
league games and made 
two winning Wembley 
appearances – and 
especially not before the 
age of 25.

But that’s the kind of 
experience which Matt 
Tootle offers to the Shrews 
– as boss Micky Mellon 
well knows, describing him 
as a player he had been 
‘very aware of’ when the 
defender put pen to paper 
with the club in June.

And Tootle, who had 
previously spent his 
entire career with Crewe 
Alexandra, wants to 
replicate that form at New 
Meadow – and is eyeing this 
afternoon’s clash against his 
former club as another step 
towards achieving that.

“I’ve played a lot of games 
for a 24-year-old – you 
wouldn’t expect a player of 
my age to have that many 
appearances under their 
belt already and I definitely 
think it helps me,” he said.

“I have Crewe to thank for 
that opportunity but it’s 
also down to my own hard 
work as well. You’ve got to 
have consistency to play 
week in, week out and stay 
in the team over a period 

of time. I’m proud of that 
and I want to emulate it at 
Shrewsbury.”

Having joined the Alex aged 
eight, Tootle progressed 
through the ranks and got 
his chance as a teenager, 
making his debut in a 2-2 
draw at Northampton Town 
in 2009.

“I was never a high-flyer 
in the Academy and I was 
even told that it was quite 
a close call for me to get 
a contract; I came from 
nowhere, really! I made 
my debut not long after I’d 

“YOU WOULDN’T EXPECT A PLAYER OF MY AGE TO 
HAVE THAT MANY APPEARANCES UNDER THEIR BELT 
ALREADY AND I DEFINITELY THINK IT HELPS ME”

them, particularly on a 
technical level – the time 
they spend working with 
young players on that side 
of their game is second to 
none.

“They also give their 
players a good chance at 
an early age and really 
show a lot of belief in them. 
When I broke through 
I started well but then 
suffered a bit of a blip. 
Crewe really stuck by me 
during that time and helped 
me find my form. That’s the 
problem for a lot of young 

turned 18. I was only told I 
was playing right before the 
game, but that was a good 
thing as I didn’t have too 
long to think about it – I just 
went out there, played well 
and took my chance with 
both hands.

“What Crewe do best is 
recruit young footballers 
who might not be at a 
top club for one reason or 
another – they might not 
quite be good enough, or 
they may have already 
been released. Crewe then 
help them and improve 

players – you often only 
really get one chance to 
impress, and there aren’t 
many other clubs that 
would support their young 
players so much.”

Tootle’s stand-out 
memories from his time at 
Gresty Road are naturally 
those two victories in the 
capital, as Crewe won 
the League Two play-off 
final against Cheltenham 
Town in 2012, and lifted the 
Football League Trophy the 
following year after victory 
over Southend United.

> MATT TOOTLE
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“The season we were 
promoted we actually 
started off really badly. 
We lost our opening five 
games and a lot of people 
were talking about us as 
candidates for relegation. 
Steve Davis took over as 
manager in November 
and we managed to turn it 
around.

“From mid-February until 
the end of the season 
we went unbeaten and 
managed to get a play-
off spot on the last day. 

and there was only really 
one winner that day.”

Last season, however, did 
not go to plan for Tootle. 
Illness and injuries marred 
what was to be his final 
campaign in a Crewe shirt 
and he looks back with 
frustration on a difficult 
period.

“I played the first 18 games, 
then suffered an illness in 
October which kept me 
sidelined for two week – I 
had lost a lot of weight 
and had to get back to 

“It was tough not playing a 
part in the last few games, 
particularly as the club 
was in the same situation 
as the year before in 
that they were fighting 
relegation up until the last 
match. There was a bit 
of talk amongst some of 
the fans that I had been 
refusing to play, too, which 
hurt. I always had a good 
relationship with the fans 
and it was hard to hear 
that because more than 
anything I wanted to be 
out there helping my team-
mates.”

As he prepares to face his 
old club this afternoon, 
it’s clear to see how 
genuinely fond Tootle is of 
the club where he spent 16 
years of his life – but his 
focus is now entirely on 
replicating his best form in 
a Shrewsbury shirt.

“In 2013/14 I won the 
Players’ and Fans’ Player 
of the Year awards and I 
had been playing the best 
football of my career. That 
was a massive season for 
me and I was delighted to 
get that recognition from 
not only my fellow team-
mates but the fans as well. 
I really felt like I’d arrived. I 
am determined to get back 
to that standard.

“IN 2013/14 I WON THE PLAYERS’ AND FANS’ 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARDS AND I HAD BEEN 
PLAYING THE BEST FOOTBALL OF MY CAREER.”

Winning the play-off final 
was definitely the highlight 
of my career so far. No one 
had expected us to get 
there but we more than 
earned our place in League 
One.

“In the Johnstone’s Paint 
Trophy, we ended up 
doing really well so we 
just continued to set our 
sights on another trip to 
Wembley. Southend had 
quite a few old boys and 
maybe that showed a bit; 
we were young and hungry 

full fitness. I was ready to 
return around Christmas 
time but suffered a bad 
ankle injury which then 
kept me out until late 
March. I played a few 
under-21 games and felt 
ready to get back into the 
first team but suffered 
more setbacks and wasn’t 
able to get involved during 
the final few weeks of the 
season. It was bad luck 
more than anything as I 
had rarely been injured 
before as a professional.

> MATT TOOTLE
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“Crewe mean so much to 
me; I owe a lot to them 
and it was a very sad day 
leaving the club. But I was 
really keen to start a new 
chapter with Shrewsbury 
Town. The way the gaffer 
spoke about the club was 
everything that I wanted 
to hear, it’s close to home 
too and they’ve got a 
lot of experienced lads. 
Everything just felt right. 
On top of that, I became a 
father for the first time this 
summer and it does change 
your perspective. When my 
daughter was born I knew 
that the most important 
thing was being able to 
support her for as long as I 
could.

“I’m looking forward to 
playing against Crewe 
today. It will be very strange 
to be on the opposing side 

and it will be nice to see 
some familiar faces, but 
during the game I will be 
trying my best to help this 
club get our first league win 
at home this season.”

Tootle is also looking 
beyond this afternoon’s 
contest and revealed that, 
after such a long period out, 
he feels fitter with every 
game and is relishing the 
opportunity to show the 
Town faithful what he can 
do.

“I think it will take me a 
while to get back to my 
best but I am my own 
strongest critic. I’m happy 
but only because of where 
I’ve come from and how 
long I’ve been out for. 
Playing a full 90 minutes 
almost every week has been 
brilliant but I feel like I’ve 

got much more to show. I 
know there is more to come 
from me and I’m looking 
forward to getting stronger, 
building up to my best and 
showing what I can do.

“Personally I am aiming to 
play 40-odd games for the 
club this season. In terms of 
what we are aiming for as 
a team, naturally we look 
at the short-term and want 
to win the next game we 
are playing, but I believe 
we should be aiming high. I 
think we are good enough 
to push on and aim for the 
play-offs. There is no point 
in settling for consolidation; 
you’ve got to have ambition. 
I think if we keep battling, 
keep putting performances 
in and keep winning, we are 
going to have a really good 
go this season.” 

> MATT TOOTLE


