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Dominic 
Smith
FROM SITTING IN THE STANDS TO POTENTIALLY 
LINING UP AGAINST ENGLAND’S MOST SUCCESSFUL 
FOOTBALL CLUB – ACADEMY GRADUATE DOMINIC 
SMITH TOLD LIZ OWEN ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO 
HIM TO PLAY FOR HIS LOCAL SIDE.
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He’s been at Shrewsbury 
Town since the age of seven 
and now, just under two 
weeks after turning 20, 
Dominic Smith is hoping to 
be part of the starting XI to 
face Manchester United in 
the FA Cup.

A Shropshire lad born and 
bred, Smith used to watch 
his hometown club regularly 
and relished being part of 
an academy he described as 
“like a family.”

Should he be involved, 
tonight’s game is likely to be 
the biggest of his career so 
far, and he looked back on 
how his time with the Shrews 
has made him the player 
and the person he is today.

“I actually grew up 
supporting Liverpool – 
funnily enough I idolised 
Michael Owen, a strange 
choice for a defender!” he 
admitted.

“But I admired centre-backs 
like Rio Ferdinand and Sol 
Campbell, and I watched 
Shrewsbury a lot too.

“The youth set-up here is 
one of the best there is. You 
feel like part of a family.

“I adored the academy 
coaches and looked up to 
the lads in the year above. 
I couldn’t wait for each 
training session.

“There was a strong 
togetherness and you all 
wanted to do well for each 
other. Being part of that has 
helped shape my personality 
now.”

Smith was given a squad 
number by former manager 
Graham Turner back in 
December 2012, and he feels 
that being involved in the 
first team from such a young 
age gave him a boost.

“I was only 16 and I’d just 
left school. To have a squad 
number and take up a place 

“I ADMIRED CENTRE-BACKS LIKE RIO FERDINAND 
AND SOL CAMPBELL, AND I WATCHED 
SHREWSBURY A LOT TOO.”

“It was a dream come true. 
To work my way up from a 
young age to get to where 
I wanted to be was a real 
landmark moment for me.”

But, still yet to make his 
debut in amber and blue, 
Smith went on loan to 
Tamworth during 2014/15, 
under the management of 
former Shrews assistant 
boss Andy Morrell. 

“I feel like I adapted really 
well from youth football to 
men’s football; I got used to 
the differences that came 

on the substitutes bench for 
a few games was amazing.

“Being part of the first-team 
squad helps you get used to 
the atmosphere, not just at 
home but at away grounds, 
too. I can remember being 
a sub at Coventry City, 
warming up as 15,000 
people were there watching 
the game. I learned a lot and 
it helped me massively in 
dealing with nerves.”

His first professional 
contract followed just over a 
year later in February 2014: 

with playing non-league 
football, and I enjoyed my 
time with the club. To be 
honest, I couldn’t have asked 
for a better loan spell.”

While turning out for the 
Lambs, Smith featured 
for Wales under-21s for 
the first time, having also 
represented his country 
at under-19s level, and is 
hoping to remain in head 
coach Geraint Williams’ 
future plans.

“Playing for my country is 
massive both for me and for 

> DOMINIC SMITH
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my nan, who I am eligible 
through. I was so happy to 
play for the under-21s and 
make that step up from the 
under-19s – especially as the 
next step is the senior team, 
and a cap for them would 
just top my career off. But 
I know I will have to bide 
my time. I am one of the 
younger lads in the under-21s 
so my time will come.”

Shrewsbury recalled Smith 
from his stint with Tamworth 
in April, and he was given 
a spot on the bench in the 
final few games of the club’s 

where he played the full 90 
minutes in the 4-2 victory at 
home to Colchester United.

“I found out I would be 
playing the day before the 
match, but I felt prepared. I 
was a bit nervous going into 
it, as any young lad would 
be, but I handled it well. I 
was used to playing in front 
of a crowd by now, so as 
soon as I stepped out onto 
the pitch, the nerves went. It 
was a fantastic moment for 
me – it was what I had been 
leading up to ever since I 
was seven years old.”

that matter. The lads more 
than deserve this United 
game.

“I had played against 
Gainsborough last season 
for Tamworth, so it was 
good to use that knowledge 
to have an idea of what 
to expect. The Sheffield 
Wednesday game was 
amazing, too – we knew they 
were going to come out at 
us with everything they’d 
got and to get a last-minute 
winner was unbelievable.

“I was gobsmacked when 
the fifth-round draw was 
made. To play such a big 
club will be something 
to savour. We have been 
training all week and 
preparing as best we can. 
We are all looking forward 
to it.

“We are feeling confident 
too. We have proved we can 
beat Championship teams, 
and last season, when we 
beat Leicester City and did 
so well against Chelsea, 
shows that anything is 
possible.”

With four points from their 
last two league games, 
Smith believes that Town 
are showing sure signs of 
improvement, and that a 
good performance and result 
tonight can go a long way in 
their league battle.

“IT MEANS A LOT TO WEAR THE SHIRT AND IT 
WILL BE A VERY SPECIAL MOMENT FOR ME IF I 
PLAY TONIGHT.”
League Two promotion-
winning campaign. He knew 
this season would be an 
extremely important one for 
him – but it was a challenge 
he felt ready for. 

“My spell at Tamworth set 
me right. I had a whole 
season there where I was 
playing football every week, 
so I was pretty much ready 
to jump straight in to what 
Micky Mellon wanted me to 
do for the team.”

And his long-awaited debut 
finally came in October, 

Having scored in the FA 
Cup for Tamworth last 
season and played in almost 
every round for the Shrews 
this time around, Smith is 
more than familiar with the 
prestigious competition and 
is reaping the benefits of 
being involved.

“We’ve taken it game by 
game and proved that not 
only can we beat the big 
teams, like Cardiff City 
and Sheffield Wednesday, 
but also the teams like 
Gainsborough and Grimsby 
Town, in the tough games 

> DOMINIC SMITH
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“We’ve turned over a new 
leaf recently. We’ve been 
playing really well, and that 
shows how much desire the 
lads have got to pull away 
from the relegation zone.

“If we can compete with 
a team like Man United 
tonight, we should have no 
problem competing with 
teams in League One.”

As for Smith himself? He is 
simply continuing to enjoy 
his football – and long may it 
continue.

“This is my favourite season 
of my career so far. I’m 
loving my football at the 
moment and gaining so 
much valuable experience. 
I just want to keep on doing 
that, keep on playing as 
regularly as I can and keep 
on enjoying it. It means a lot 
to wear the shirt and it will 
be a very special moment 
for me if I play tonight.” 

> DOMINIC SMITH


