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Liam 
McAlinden

IT’S A BIG SEASON FOR LIAM 
MCALINDEN. SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, 
THE 22-YEAR-OLD EXPLAINED HOW 
HE HOPES TO HAVE AN IMPACT AT THE 
SHREWS AND IMPRESS HIS PARENT 
CLUB WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS.
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Footballers who play for their 
boyhood clubs always seem 
to retain that extra degree of 
fondness and respect from 
those of us on the terraces; 
it’s always a joy to watch 
someone wearing your side’s 
colours who knows exactly 
what it means to play for the 
badge on the shirt.

Liam McAlinden has supported 
Wolves his whole life and has 
already achieved what he 
could only have dreamed of 
as a youngster watching his 
heroes at Molineux: signing 
his first professional contract, 
making his first-team debut, 
and scoring his first league 
goal - a winner against Milton 
Keynes Dons in front of 
almost 9,000 ecstatic visiting 
supporters last year.

But the dream is far from 
assured. McAlinden’s contract 
at Wolves runs out at the end 
of the season, and he has 
made almost 20 first-team 
appearances for the club since 
his debut in 2013. In order to 
continue wearing the gold 
and black strip he grew up 
coveting, he needs to keep on 
impressing on the pitch.

Having first appeared for the 
Shrews in an earlier loan spell 
two years ago, McAlinden is 
back at New Meadow in a six-
month deal to prove himself 
and help his temporary team 
in the process.

Looking back at his early 
football days, he recalled 
how watching Wolves soon 
turned into playing for them 
as a young lad.

“I had been going to watch 
Wolves as a fan from a young 
age; I used to enjoy watching 
Kenny Miller, who scored 
plenty of goals, and Henri 
Camara who would light up 
games. 

I wasn’t always a striker 
back then, I used to play at 
left-back, so I looked up to 
players like Lee Naylor too.

“I USED TO ENJOY WATCHING KENNY MILLER, WHO 
SCORED PLENTY OF GOALS, AND HENRI CAMARA 
WHO WOULD LIGHT UP GAMES.”

you can and enjoying your 
football in the process - it 
was a lot easier at that level. 
Signing my first pro deal 
meant it got a lot harder. It’s 
a lot more cut-throat at that 
stage and you have to really 
work at it to get to where you 
want to be.

“Over those next two years, 
I played regularly for the 
youth team and also made 
a few appearances for the 
reserves. I was scoring goals 
constantly, which ultimately 
gave me my chance. Dean 
Saunders came in as the 

“I’ve been playing for Wolves 
since I was eight and it was 
fantastic to grow up playing 
for the team I’ve always 
supported - I can honestly 
say I enjoyed every part of 
it. We had great facilities, 
quality coaches and regularly 
tested ourselves against 
some of the top youth 
academies in the country. I 
signed my first professional 
contract in 2010 on my 17th 
birthday, which was a good 
birthday present for me! That 
was where the hard work 
began, though. Before then, 
you’re just doing as well as 

manager and took a liking 
to me and how I played, and 
that propelled me upwards. 
I was travelling around in the 
first team and finally got my 
opportunity when I made my 
debut at home to Burnley in 
2013, aged 19. 

That was the season we were 
relegated to League One; 
there was only four games 
left and I was given my 
chance in front of a massive 
crowd at Molineux, so I was a 
bit nervous! But it was a great 
experience and a fantastic 
achievement for me.

> LIAM MCALINDEN
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“My first goal for Wolves 
came the following season in 
a JPT game against Walsall 
which we won on penalties. 
Even though it wasn’t a 
league game, it was still a 
fantastic feeling to get my 
first goal and in a local derby 
too. My first league goal for 
the club came later in the 
season and that was a huge 
moment for me. I scored the 
winner at MK Dons and that 
was indescribable - it was 
in front of a massive away 
crowd and all my family and 
friends were there. That was 
the one!”

Forde came over from Ireland 
and was very good - he’s 
now at Walsall. There are a 
few players a bit older than 
me, like Jack Price and Ethan 
Ebanks-Landell, who are 
still at Wolves and playing 
regularly. There was plenty of 
talent in that academy that I 
grew up playing with.”

A determination to develop 
as a player is what saw 
McAlinden first pull on the 
blue and amber shirt early 
in 2013/14, before he helped 
Wolves seal the League One 
title.

an amazing feeling; to lift 
a trophy and enjoy that 
atmosphere was everything 
I’d wished for as a young 
lad.”

Last season was somewhat 
of a learning curve for 
McAlinden as he enjoyed 
two separate loan spells at 
Fleetwood Town, while also 
featuring for Wolves in the 
Championship in between 
those periods on the Fylde 
Coast.

“Fleetwood are a club doing 
very well for themselves and 
I really enjoyed my time 
there, especially the first 
spell where I scored plenty 
of goals in a short space 
of time. I was very grateful 
for the opportunity the club 
gave me.

“It was a bit stop-start: 
going from playing regularly 
at Fleetwood, to playing 
bits and pieces at Wolves, to 
going back to Fleetwood and 
playing week in, week out - 
but I made the best of it.”

After re-joining Shrewsbury 
on loan in the summer, 
McAlinden has noted there 
is a more of a positive mood 
in Shropshire these days, 
with Town eyeing a more 
successful campaign than 
the last time they were 
in League One. He can 
certainly see the difference 
between then and now.

“THE PLAN WAS ALWAYS TO COME AND HELP 
SHREWSBURY GET AS HIGH UP THE LEAGUE AS 
POSSIBLE - PLAYING WELL, SCORING GOALS,”
McAlinden can point to 
several examples of players 
he knows from his Wolves 
youth days who have now 
cemented a first-team spot 
there or elsewhere, proving it 
can be done.

“Zeli Ismail is, like me, still a 
Wolves player but currently 
out on loan, playing for 
Burton Albion. Between the 
ages of 14 and 16 he was 
probably one of the best 
players throughout the whole 
country, let alone Wolves. He 
was as good as you’d get - 
he had everything. Anthony 

“I came to Shrewsbury back 
then because I wanted to go 
and see what I could achieve 
as I wasn’t really getting 
much of an opportunity 
at Wolves at the time. My 
first loan spell here was 
a success, I’d say - I was 
only here for two months 
before Wolves recalled me, 
but in that time I scored 
three goals in nine games, 
five of which I started, so 
I enjoyed my first stint 
here. It was exciting to be 
recalled by Wolves and I 
went on to feature as they 
achieved promotion. It was 

> LIAM MCALINDEN
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And although McAlinden 
may only have made seven 
appearances and scored one 
goal so far, the striker is keen 
to fight for a first-team spot 
and contribute to the team 
as much as possible in his 
remaining time at the club.

“I came to Shrewsbury 
because I really enjoyed my 
first spell here. When I knew 
they were interested in taking 
me back, I was always happy 
to return.

“Coming off the back of 
promotion to League One, 
there was a lot of optimism 
about the place. They really 
wanted to push on and go 
again and be in and around 
the top half of the league, 
as opposed to fighting 
relegation like they had 

been two seasons ago. That 
was something that really 
interested me and it was 
something I wanted to play a 
part in.

“I’d say I’ve developed a lot 
as a player since then, too. A 
lot of it comes with age and 
experience, and I’ve had a lot 
of mixed experiences, a few 
ups and downs - that makes 
you grow more as a person.

“I’m here because I want to 
get as much game time as I 
possibly can. I’m not playing 
as much as I would have liked 
but I’ll support the lads who 
are playing. I’m always going 
to be aiming for a first-team 
place and I’ll be trying to get 
my chance every week. It’s 
just part of football.

“There are plenty of players 
in and around the team and 
everyone is looking to get as 
much game time as they can. 
We’ve got a lot of quality up 
front so the manager has a 
lot of talent to choose from. If 
he doesn’t pick me one week 
then I have to work hard to 
try and get into the team and 
prove what I can do.

“The plan was always to 
come and help Shrewsbury 
get as high up the league 
as possible - playing well, 
scoring goals, anything that 
I can contribute, really. As I 
enter the last eight weeks 
or so of my loan spell here, 
getting the opportunity to 
do that is my main aim. I’m 
determined to help in any 
way I can.” 

> LIAM MCALINDEN


