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Liam 
Lawrence

AS THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND HOPE TO TAKE A STEP CLOSER TO 
QUALIFYING FOR EURO 2016 THIS WEEK, LIZ OWEN TALKED TO LIAM 
LAWRENCE ABOUT HIS INTERNATIONAL CAREER AND HOW VALUABLE HIS 
EXPERIENCE CAN BE TO THE SHREWS THIS SEASON.
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Cast your mind back to almost 
six years ago, to one of the 
most controversial moments of 
international football in recent 
years - to the moment Thierry 
Henry handled the ball in the 
build-up to William Gallas’ 
crucial extra-time goal for 
France against the Republic of 
Ireland.

The 2-1 aggregate defeat 
cost them a place in the 2010 
World Cup, and this week, 
after crashing out of Euro 2012 
in the group stages and failing 
to reach the 2014 World Cup, 
the Republic of Ireland are 
eyeing a chance to compete 
on the European stage once 
more.

Shrewsbury captain Liam 
Lawrence remembers that 
game well, having earned one 
of his 15 international caps 
that night in November 2009. 
It’s difficult to fathom your 
feelings after watching such 
an event unfurl right before 
your eyes - so what exactly 
was it like?

“There were all sorts of 
emotions running high after 
the game,” he recalled.

“We were reacting to what 
Henry had done, we felt pride 
in knowing we played so well 
and had taken a big nation like 
France all the way to the wire, 
but mostly we were gutted 
that we’d lost on aggregate.

“It was incredible to play in 
such a massive match, with 
most of Europe watching, in 

a World Cup qualifier - it was 
just a shame that we couldn’t 
make it to the tournament.

“My own international career 
began in 2006 when I was 
called up by Steve Staunton 
while I was at Sunderland, 
having discovered I had an 
Irish background through 
my grandfather. But I didn’t 
actually play until a few 
years later under Giovanni 
Trapattoni; I made my debut 
against Nigeria in 2009 
and scored my first goal, a 
cracking free-kick against 
South Africa, a few months 
later.

“IT WAS INCREDIBLE TO PLAY IN SUCH A MASSIVE 
MATCH, WITH MOST OF EUROPE WATCHING, IN A 
WORLD CUP QUALIFIER”

have played alongside?

“I played with some of the 
greatest Irish players of all 
time: Robbie Keane, Damien 
Duff, Richard Dunne, Shay 
Given,” he said, with a wry 
smile. “You can’t get much 
bigger than that!”

Not only does Lawrence have 
a senior international career 
on his CV - not something 
many of his fellow League 
One professionals will share 
- he also has a wealth of 
top-tier experience with both 
Sunderland and Stoke City.

His first taste of the Premier 
League came in 2005/06, 

“Regarding next year’s Euros, 
we always seem to get tough 
groups and our chances of 
qualifying are looking slim at 
the minute. I’ll hopefully be 
watching them play Poland 
on Sunday, though I’ll likely be 
busy with my kids - I’ll see if I 
can get an hour in front of the 
TV! 

“They’re in a bit of a 
transitional stage now but I 
think they’ll get it right and 
qualify for a big tournament 
again; there are some good 
players coming through too.”

Is there anyone in the current 
squad Lawrence would like to 

after he had made the “eye-
opening” leap from Mansfield 
Town of the then-Third Division 
and helped the Black Cats win 
the Championship in his first 
season with the club.

A switch to Stoke City in 2007 
followed, where Lawrence 
embarked on his self-
confessed favourite period of 
his career.

“I had a fantastic time at 
Stoke - we had some brilliant 
players, like Ryan Shawcross, 
Ricardo Fuller and Matty 
Etherington, a good manager 
in Tony Pulis, and things just 
seemed to take off for us. 

> LIAM LAWRENCE
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Getting promoted to the 
Premier League in particular 
was a huge achievement for 
the club and the whole area 
seemed to ignite when we 
went up. It was amazing to 
see.

“I scored Stoke’s first Premier 
League goal at home, a 
penalty against Aston Villa, 
and that’s a record that will 
always be in the history books. 
My other two in the league 
that season were winning 
goals which helped us stay 
up. We had been written off 
throughout the campaign 

is playing overseas with Greek 
side PAOK.

After leaving cash-strapped 
Portsmouth in 2012 following 
a short loan spell at Cardiff 
City, Lawrence stepped 
into a completely different 
footballing world - where the 
fans were like nowhere he’d 
seen before.

“Portsmouth was a challenging 
part of my career and I’m glad 
the club survived, but it was 
tough. I felt mixed emotions 
going back to Fratton Park 
with Shrewsbury last season 
because on the other hand, I 

got no idea what die-hard fans 
are really like until you go over 
to Italy, to Greece or to Turkey 
and actually experience it. If 
we lost at home, which didn’t 
happen very often, there 
would be 2,000 hardcore fans 
waiting outside the stadium 
to scream abuse at us. It was 
hard to take at times but you 
just had to get used to it.

“Footballers over here moan 
if they get a bit of stick from 
fans on social media - they 
should try getting home after 
you’ve lost a game and seeing 
your car being pelted with 
rocks. They’ve got no idea!”

Lawrence returned to England 
in January 2014 with a brief 
stint at Barnsley, before 
making the move to New 
Meadow in the following 
summer.

He was promptly handed the 
armband by the gaffer and it’s 
a role at the club he certainly 
takes seriously.

“Speaking to Micky Mellon 
helped make my decision to 
join Shrewsbury. He told me 
what he wanted to do and 
talked about his ideas. I met 
him, had a look around the 
club and saw it was well-run 
with a good stadium.

“To be the captain at any club 
is a big thing; the lads look 
up to you and listen to you so 
it’s a big part to play. Having 
that experience of playing in 
the Premier League, playing 
abroad and representing my 

“TO BE THE CAPTAIN AT ANY CLUB IS A BIG THING; 
THE LADS LOOK UP TO YOU AND LISTEN TO YOU SO 
IT’S A BIG PART TO PLAY.”

and told we were going to be 
relegated by Christmas, yet 
we became a difficult team to 
beat, a horrible side to play 
against and ultimately proved 
everyone wrong.

“It definitely feels special to 
have played a part in making 
them an established Premier 
League club. After everyone 
doubted us in our first season, 
to see them still there and 
to be able to look back and 
say ‘I had a part in that’ is 
incredible.”

Another string to Lawrence’s 
metaphorical footballing bow 

really enjoyed playing for the 
club and in front of their fans.

“When I heard of PAOK’s 
interest after leaving 
Portsmouth, I decided to go 
for it and I learned a lot over 
there. Football is very different 
in Greece, particularly the 
style of play - they try and 
play good football at all costs, 
so it’s a little bit slower but 
there isn’t much long ball and 
it’s generally of a good quality.

“The fans, though, are on 
another level. Football is their 
life out there. English fans think 
they are die-hard, but you’ve 

> LIAM LAWRENCE
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country at a senior level is 
good to have as skipper too. 
Some of the younger lads who 
have yet to experience that 
seem to recognise it and take 
in the advice or information I 
give them.

“I’m friends with everybody 
and that sort of responsibility 
comes with the armband. 
We’ve got a good dressing 
room, we’re all close and we all 
get on, so that’s a bonus.

“Last season was the first time 
I’d led a team to promotion as 
the captain, too - it made it 
that little bit more special.”

With hopes high after a 
successful 2014/15, the 
33-year-old is upfront about 
his dissatisfaction with the 
Shrews’ start to this season 
and is determined to try and 
put things right - starting 

with this afternoon’s game 
against Colchester United, a 
side who enjoyed an unbeaten 
September in League One.

“If I’m being honest, I am a bit 
disappointed so far. There’s 
not been much in some of 
the games we’ve lost this 
season, but losing against 
Coventry City and Rochdale 
in the manner that we did 
is unacceptable from our 
standards. We’re not stupid 
and we know we need to do 
better and start getting results, 
because if it carries on like this 
it’s going to be a long season. 
We’re aware of what we need 
to do - we’ve just got to start 
putting in the performances 
now.”

Outside of football, Lawrence 
is focused on his own future as 
a father and as a professional, 

and ensures the sport he loves 
remains in other aspects of 
his life.

Currently taking his coaching 
badges and eyeing a career in 
the game beyond his playing 
days, he is also supporting his 
son Thomas who is embarking 
on his own football adventure.

“At the moment my little 
boy is eight years old and 
playing football for Crewe’s 
development squad; I take 
him to training during the 
week and watch him play on 
a Sunday morning. I took a 
similar path when I was his 
age, playing for my local side 
Retford United as well as for 
Nottingham Forest’s School 
of Excellence from the age 
of nine. Now I’m enjoying 
watching my son start his own 
journey.” 

> LIAM LAWRENCE


