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Ian 
Black

AFTER ARRIVING AT GREENHOUS 
MEADOW JUST OVER A MONTH AGO, 
IAN BLACK TOLD LIZ OWEN HE IS 
NOW EYEING A REGULAR FIRST-TEAM 
SPOT TO HELP THE SHREWS ACHIEVE 
THEIR NUMBER ONE AIM THIS SEASON.
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A move south of the border 
was always on the agenda 
for Ian Black this summer, and 
signing for Town in September 
drew his 11-year spell in 
Scottish football to a close.

As his father, also named 
Ian, was a professional 
footballer himself in the late 
70s and early 80s for Heart 
of Midlothian, Hibernian and 
East Fife, it was perhaps 
unsurprising that his son was 
to follow in his footsteps.

Interestingly, however, it was 
England where Black junior’s 
career originally began. He 
joined Blackburn Rovers as 
a teenager and signed his 
first professional contract 
while the likes of Brad Friedel, 
Damien Duff and fellow 
Scotsman Barry Ferguson 
were representing the club in 
the Premier League.

Despite a period of around 
three years at Ewood Park, 
Black didn’t make a first-team 
appearance for Rovers, and 
returned to Scotland in 2004 
with a move to Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle, where he 
spent five seasons.

“I first got into football 
through my dad, who took me 
to my local boy’s club when I 
was around five or six years 
old.

“I joined Blackburn when I 
was 16 and signed my first 
pro contract there; I left 
school and went to England to 

experience life at a top-flight 
football club. It was a big 
move to make at that age but 
it was a worthwhile one and I 
think I benefitted from being 
away from home so early on 
in my career.

“I then had a really enjoyable 
five years at Inverness. My 
highlights were making my 
home debut against Celtic 
and my first professional start 
against Kilmarnock.”

Having made over 100 
appearances for Caley, Black 
joined Hearts in the summer 
of 2009, after signing a pre-
contract agreement halfway 

“I FIRST GOT INTO FOOTBALL THROUGH MY DAD, 
WHO TOOK ME TO MY LOCAL BOY’S CLUB WHEN I 
WAS AROUND FIVE OR SIX YEARS OLD.”

by representing the club he 
followed as a youngster.

“I was a Hearts supporter and 
a ball boy as a young lad, so 
joining up with the squad that 
summer felt surreal. All I ever 
used to dream of was playing 
on that pitch and here I was, a 
Hearts player.”

Hearts’ financial problems 
impaired his three-year spell 
at the club, however, and 
the club could not pay their 
players on time during a 
period at the end of 2011.

“It was a tough time for the 
club and for us as players 

through his final season with 
the club.

“When I got the call from 
Hearts, it was a no-brainer. It 
was hard to leave Inverness 
as I’d been there for such a 
long time and I was desperate 
to help them avoid relegation 
before I left, but the offer of 
joining Hearts was far too 
difficult to turn down. I stayed 
focused for the rest of the 
season, but unfortunately 
couldn’t stop them from being 
relegated.”

By making the switch to 
Tynecastle Stadium, Black was 
realising a lifelong ambition 

and our families. We just 
had to get by and keep our 
heads down. The manager at 
the time, Paulo Sergio, was 
really good and helped keep 
us away from the troubles. 
It felt that bit worse being 
a supporter of the club as 
well as a player. You want to 
enjoy your career as much 
as possible and even more 
so if you’re representing your 
boyhood club, not experience 
those sort of stressful 
situations.”

The midfielder’s response to 
the wage problem was to 
earn money with a friend’s 

> IAN BLACK
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painting and decorating 
business part-time; an 
unconventional route for a 
footballer and one which 
many professionals may 
be too proud to take, but 
he shrugs it off. “My friend 
needed a hand and it was just 
a case of helping out a mate 
and going out to do a job.”

The financial instability at 
Hearts meant the club were 
unable to offer Black a new 
contract and he departed in 
2012 - but not before helping 
them to a 5-1 victory over local 
rivals Hibs to lift the Scottish 
Cup.

the Scottish Football League 
following their own well-
documented financial issues. 
It didn’t discourage Black, 
however.

“Rangers was a great 
opportunity for me. The club 
may have been in the Third 
Division but it was still a big 
club, still a great name in 
Scottish football. It was a bit 
of a culture shock playing 
in that league but we were 
professionals doing a job. 
I certainly didn’t complain 
about any of the grounds or 
any of the teams we played 
against. I just wanted to 

“Last season was 
disappointing for the team 
and for myself. After Ally 
McCoist left I wasn’t playing 
as much; it was hard not to be 
part of the Play-Off final and 
watching the club miss out.

“But on a whole, as far as 
I’m concerned, my spell at 
Rangers was successful. 
Everyone wants to win 
trophies in their career, and 
I won two trophies in three 
years with the club.”

Black worked under McCoist 
for the majority of his spell 
at the club and noted his 
top-class man-management 
skills as a reason he enjoyed 
playing for him.

“If you’ve got any issues, he’s 
quick enough to recognise it; 
he’ll have his arm around you 
to make sure you’re alright. 
He knows how to get the best 
out of you.”

The same has often been 
said about Shrews boss 
Micky Mellon and his ability 
to motivate and relate to his 
players. Does Black see the 
similarities?

“Definitely. They are both 
wise enough to spot an issue 
before it happens and they 
know what will affect you 
in the long term and how to 
keep you focused and happy 
at the club.”

Mellon naturally played a 
part in Black’s decision to join 
the club in September and, 

“IT’S EVERY BOYS DREAM TO PLAY FOR YOUR CLUB 
AND BEAT YOUR RIVALS. THE FACT IT WAS THE CUP 
FINAL MADE IT ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT,”
“It’s every boys dream to play 
for your club and beat your 
rivals. The fact it was the cup 
final made it all the more 
important, especially as it was 
the first Edinburgh derby in 
the final for over 100 years. To 
win it by such a memorable 
scoreline was incredible and 
to achieve that for the fans 
was brilliant to be part of. I 
knew the final would be my 
last game for the club, and the 
last thing I wanted was to be 
beaten!”

A move to Rangers followed, 
a club who were starting the 
season in the lowest realm of 

represent Rangers and do 
well for the supporters.”

Black made around 60 
league appearances in two 
seasons as Rangers won 
League Two - then known 
as the Third Division - and 
League One to reach the 
Championship.

But the coveted third 
consecutive promotion was 
thwarted by a Play-Off final 
defeat to Motherwell, while 
Black could not hold down 
a regular first-team spot 
under new managers Kenny 
McDowell, then Stuart McCall.

> IAN BLACK
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having built up his match 
fitness over the weeks, the 
30-year-old is now relishing 
the challenge of keeping his 
spot in the Shrews starting XI.

“Coming down and getting 
a feel of the place is what 
made me join Shrewsbury. It 
reminded me of Inverness, in 
that it is a nice family club, 
a tight-knit club. I got that 
connection with the manager 
straight away just by 
speaking to him, and listening 
to his plans for the club and 
what he wanted to achieve 
here. I wanted to come to 
England, one hundred percent, 
and I found the perfect 
opportunity here.

“I’m feeling good and I’m 
feeling sharp. I’ve played 
a few games now and am 
getting up to speed, so 

naturally I want to keep 
playing. I couldn’t wait to 
make my debut; I’d been on 
the bench for a few weeks 
beforehand but I stayed 
patient and the chance came 
against Fleetwood. I must 
have done something right to 
then start against Colchester!

“Every player wants a run in 
the team and I’m no different; 
that’s what I’ll be aiming 
for now. Hopefully I’ve done 
enough in the few games 
I’ve played so far to give the 
gaffer a headache and try 
and nail down a spot in the 
first team.

“I’m a battler and I win my 
tackles, but most of all I’m 
creative, and hopefully I can 
show the supporters that by 
setting up some goals.

“I’ve settled in well here. They 
are a great bunch of boys who 
have a good team spirit, and I 
like that. I’ve fitted in well, I’ve 
made myself at home and I’m 
really enjoying it. Morale is 
very good and confidence is 
high.”

That confidence is shown 
in Black’s response when he 
is asked what he believes 
Shrewsbury Town should be 
aiming for this season.

“Promotion,” he replies without 
hesitation.

“Promotion, one hundred 
percent. Naturally, promotion 
is what all clubs and players 
look towards, and we are no 
different. I’m a winner, the 
gaffer is a winner and I believe 
we have a team full of winners, 
so that’s what we are all 
aiming for.” 

> IAN BLACK


