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Anthony 
Gerrard

AS LIZ OWEN DISCOVERED, THERE’S NO QUESTION 
THAT ANTHONY GERRARD WILL ALWAYS TELL IT 
HOW IT IS – BUT HE DEFINITELY PREFERS TO DO HIS 
TALKING ON THE PITCH.
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Throughout his professional 
career, Anthony Gerrard has 
maintained a solid self-belief 
in his own ability; a confidence 
in himself to follow his instinct 
and to play where he is 
wanted.

In a career which, so far, has 
seen him make more than 400 
appearances over 11 years 
before he’s even turned 30, it is 
an attitude which has certainly 
served him well – none more so 
than when he was released by 
Everton as a teenager in 2005.

For any young up-and-coming 
footballer, progressing through 
a club’s academy only to fall 
at the final hurdle can be 
extremely tough to take. But 
Gerrard, though disappointed 
not to remain involved with 
the Toffees, knew he was good 
enough to make the grade 
elsewhere.

“Coming through the ranks at 
a Premier League club was a 
great experience and I went all 
the way from the under-nines 
to the under-18s, which was a 
big achievement considering 
the players we had,” he 
recalled.

“During my final season at 
the club, I went on loan at 
Accrington Stanley for a month 
in the September, and then 
to Walsall in the second half 
of the season, whose reserve 
team manager had heard 
about me and helped bring me 
to the club.

“Before joining Walsall, I had 
made the bench for Everton 
against Chelsea in February, 
but was an unused sub. When 
I returned to Goodison after 
playing in Walsall’s last game 
of the season, David Moyes 
told me he wanted me to be 
on the bench against Bolton 
Wanderers – Everton’s last 
game – with a good chance of 
playing. But the way the rules 
were, I couldn’t be involved.

“I spoke to Moyes at the end 
of the season and, as Everton 
had just qualified for the 
Champions League after 
finishing fourth, he didn’t think 

“COMING THROUGH THE RANKS AT A PREMIER LEAGUE 
CLUB WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE AND I WENT ALL THE 
WAY FROM THE UNDER-NINES TO THE UNDER-18S,”

joined on loan and managed to 
survive, ending the season with 
five wins in a row.”

At Bescot Stadium, Gerrard 
experienced the lows of 
relegation and the jubilation of 
promotion, as Walsall dropped 
down to the fourth tier of 
English football in 2005/06 but 
ended the following campaign 
as League Two champions.

“It was a crazy contrast 
between the two seasons. 
After we finished so strongly 
in my first spell at the club, I 
thought we were going to go 
on and do something special 
in League One, but we only 

I would get an opportunity to 
play.

“Everyone wants to play in 
the Premier League on the 
biggest stage, but ultimately 
you dream of becoming a 
professional footballer – it’s the 
be-all and end-all. I knew what 
I was capable of and I knew 
I could play in the Premier 
League, but unfortunately it 
never worked out that way.

“Walsall were the first club who 
spoke to me after I left Everton 
and, as I had been there and 
done well, I decided to go back 
permanently. They had been 
fighting relegation when I 

won a handful of points after 
Christmas and ended up going 
down.

“It was good to bounce back 
straight away by winning 
League Two; I had my ups and 
downs there, but I look back at 
Walsall with fondness and have 
some great memories. My little 
boy was born there, too, so it 
will always hold a special place 
in my heart.

“It was where I really enjoyed 
myself the most – the 
camaraderie with the lads was 
fantastic. The higher I’ve gone, 
the more I’ve found that the 
lads aren’t as involved with 

> ANTHONY GERRARD
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each other as they should be 
on a social level. Since Walsall, 
I haven’t really had that 
connection with all the lads.”

A switch to Cardiff City and a 
step up to the Championship 
followed in 2009, as Gerrard 
eyed a Premier League return 
with the ambitious Bluebirds.

It almost paid off – Gerrard’s 
new side finished fourth and 
reached the play-off final 
under manager Dave Jones, 
but lost 3-2 to Blackpool at 
Wembley.

“I was out for the day with my 
missus and newborn baby boy, 

“The following season I came 
back from pre-season and 
within two weeks was told 
I was going on loan to Hull, 
which was very surprising, but 
it’s football and it happens.”

Following a season-long loan to 
the Tigers, Gerrard returned to 
Cardiff under new boss Malky 
Mackay in 2011/12.

Losing to Liverpool on 
penalties in the Carling Cup 
final, where both Gerrard 
and cousin Steven missed 
their spot-kicks, summed up 
an unhappy campaign for 
the defender, who admitted 
that his negative experiences 

the biggest mistake I’ve ever 
made, to be honest.

“I wanted to start again and 
the manager told me he had 
big plans for me and that I was 
going to play a big role in the 
season. It was all hunky dory 
for the first eight weeks until 
he brought Ben Turner in. Once 
he was fit, I got treated like 
rubbish, so that was me done 
there.

“I don’t like Wembley, to be 
honest. I’ve played there 
twice and lost there twice, 
so it doesn’t hold very nice 
memories for me, particularly 
the cup final. The whole 
scenario just wasn’t good. It’s 
not for me.”

With his time at Cardiff 
at an end, Gerrard moved 
to Huddersfield Town that 
summer, where he spent three 
seasons – including a short 
loan spell at Oldham Athletic 
– before being released this 
year.

“I really enjoyed my time at 
Huddersfield for two seasons, 
then the same thing happened. 
A new manager came in, told 
me he wanted me to play for 
him, and then all of a sudden 
I’m not involved so I had to go 
out on loan.”

His departure from the Terriers 
marked the beginning of 
a difficult few months for 
Gerrard, who signed on non-
contract terms with the Shrews 
in October, having been 

“I’M PUSHING ON AND SEEING WHAT I CAN DO. WE 
KNOW WE COULD BE DOING BETTER RESULTS-WISE, BUT 
WE’RE ALL TOGETHER AS ONE UNIT - ”

having already had a call from 
the manager asking whether 
I would like to play for them. I 
got another call while I was in 
Starbucks, saying that Walsall 
and Cardiff had agreed a fee. 
I was bouncing all around the 
place! 

“My first season there was 
fantastic. The manager told 
me he didn’t think I would 
play that many games, but I 
said: “listen, I’m not here to sit 
around on the bench – I want 
to be a starter.” I played over 
40 games that season, so I was 
true to my word; I wasn’t there 
just to make up the numbers.

in the capital outweigh the 
magnitude of the occasions 
and the achievement of 
reaching those finals in the 
first place.

“I loved my time at Hull and 
loved everything about the 
place and the people. The lads 
were brilliant and with a player 
like Jimmy Bullard around, it’s 
hard not to enjoy your football.

“I won Player of the Year there 
and I believe they wanted to 
sign me as well, but I think 
Cardiff wanted too much 
money, so I ended up going 
back there under Malky 
Mackay – and I think that was 

> ANTHONY GERRARD
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allegedly turned down by a 
number of clubs.

At the time, he spoke of his 
frustration with what he 
perceives to be an unfair 
reputation gained “just for 
being an honest lad.”

It was a welcome contrast, 
then, to link up with Mellon 
at Greenhous Meadow, a 
manager whose straight-
talking and ambitious attitude 
have sat well with a number of 
recent signings.

And, after previously pledging 
to remain with Town until 
at least January, Gerrard 
revealed he is enjoying 
his football again and fully 
focused on contributing to 
Shrewsbury’s push up the 
League One table.

“It was very hard. I’ve worked 
hard all my career, so to be 
told: “no, you can’t come and 
train with us” by other clubs 
was tough to take. I know 
what calibre of player I am 
and I know where I want to be 
playing at, so it was hurtful.

“I’ve never claimed to be 
some ego. I’m an honest kind 
of lad and that’s what people 
don’t like in football. This ego 
thing couldn’t get as far from 
the truth as possible, to be 
honest. I like to come in, do my 
work, then go home. But that’s 
what happens when people 
don’t like you – they make up 
situations and scenarios for 
themselves, and not the truth.

“The influence that Micky 
Mellon had on some of the 
other lads was the same 

for me. As soon as I walked 
through the door I got a 
handshake, a “how are you?” 
The whole environment suited 
me and they have given me a 
platform to kick on from.

“I’ve settled in well, and now 
I’m pushing on and seeing 
what I can do. We know we 
could be doing better results-
wise, but we’re all together as 
one unit – it’s just down to a 
bit of inconsistency over fine 
margins to get those results. 
Hopefully we can rectify those 
little errors, get our heads 
down and start getting some 
wins on the board.

“All I am concentrating on 
now is playing games and 
helping Shrewsbury, and I will 
take it one step at a time until 
January.” 

> ANTHONY GERRARD


