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Shaun 
Whalley

SPEAKING TO LIZ OWEN, SHAUN WHALLEY TOLD 
TOWN TALK THAT HE IS SAVOURING EVERY MINUTE 
OF HIS FIRST SEASON IN LEAGUE ONE AND IS FULLY 
FOCUSED ON DOING WHAT HE ENJOYS MOST – 
SCORING GOALS.
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The sight of around 5,000 fans 
standing in unison and cheering 
with joy as the ball hits the 
back of the net is one that 
Shaun Whalley just can’t get 
enough of.

And with six goals in his last 12 
appearances for Shrewsbury 
Town, it’s a sight he’s becoming 
accustomed to.

It’s a far cry from the crowds of 
several hundred people whom 
he used to entertain for the 
likes of Runcorn, Droylsden and 
Hyde.

And perhaps his early career 
spent plying his trade in non-
league football goes some 
way to explaining why he is so 
eager to take his chance with 
the Shrews.

Son of former Preston North 
End midfielder Neil, the 
28-year-old was introduced to 
football at a young age, and 
opted for a path in non-league 
football early on in his career.

“My dad was a big influence 
on me and I suppose I was 
following in his footsteps,” 
Whalley said.

“After a few years with Everton’s 
academy as a kid, I joined the 
youth team at Chester City, 
who were in League Two at the 
time.

“I did well enough to impress 
the manager, Ian Rush, who 
gave me my Football League 
debut at the age of 17. But I 
only made a few first-team 
appearances before Ian left and 
I was back in the youth team. 

So, after speaking to my dad, 
I decided to take a different 
route and signed for Runcorn in 
the Unibond league.”

Whalley refuses to look 
down on non-league football, 
however, appreciating the 
platform it gave him as well as 
the satisfaction of playing in an 
environment he was familiar 
with and comfortable in.

“My dad played for a lot of 
non-league teams and was also 
assistant manager for clubs at 
that level too. I used to go and 
watch him all the time, so it 
wasn’t new to me.

“Even back then, I always saw 

“I DID WELL ENOUGH TO IMPRESS THE MANAGER, 
IAN RUSH, WHO GAVE ME MY FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
DEBUT AT THE AGE OF 17.”

“It was great to be back in 
League Two and towards the 
end of my first season with 
Accrington I felt like I was 
absolutely flying and in some of 
my best form.”

After scoring five goals in just 
over 50 appearances, half of 
which came from the bench, 
Whalley was released in 2008 
and joined just-relegated 
Wrexham of the Conference 
Premier.

“Brian Little signed me and 
under him I played pretty much 
every game and scored a few 
too, but he was replaced by 
Dean Saunders a few months in. 

it as something positive, and 
was never derogatory about 
it. I wasn’t playing at the best 
of grounds or on the best of 
pitches, but I was enjoying my 
football.”

After just over a season in the 
third tier of the non-league 
pyramid, Whalley was handed 
another shot at the Football 
League with Accrington Stanley 
at the beginning of 2006/07.

“I was doing really well for 
Witton Albion, who I had joined 
at the beginning of the season 
after Runcorn went bust, and 
was getting a lot of scouts to 
games.

I’ve got a lot of time for Dean, 
but I just wasn’t his player, and 
I ended up going on loan to 
Southport during the second 
half of the season.”

As he approached his mid-20s, 
Whalley followed his season-
long stint at the Dragons with 
spells at Droylsden and Hyde, 
confident that his reverence 
for non-league football would 
carve a route to a higher level.

“I never really thought about 
my career aims at that point, I 
was just enjoying my football; 
I did really well at Droylsden in 
particular and scored a lot of 
goals there.

> SHAUN WHALLEY
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“I was always looking to make 
the next step up and felt I had 
enough ability to do so, but it 
wasn’t happening at the time, 
so I just focused on doing as 
well as I could at whatever club 
I was at.”

A move back into the 
Conference Premier beckoned 
with a permanent return to 
local club Southport in January 
2011, where Whalley excelled 
under the guidance of boss 
Liam Watson.

“I’ve basically known Liam all 
my life as he used to be the 
manager at Southport when 
my dad was assistant there, 

Whalley’s next point of call 
that summer.

Although his first season didn’t 
quite go to plan, a temporary 
reunion with a familiar face at 
AFC Telford United gave him 
the boost he needed as the 
Hatters made a return to the 
Football League in 2014/15.

“Luton were one of the clubs 
looking at me towards the 
end of my last season with 
Southport, and Liam knew the 
manager there, John Still, quite 
well.

“I jumped into the move, when 
perhaps I should have waited, 
but they were a massive club in 

I ended up with two winners’ 
medals because Luton won the 
Conference Premier title too, 
which was fantastic!

“I spoke to John in the summer 
and I knew he wanted me to 
stay. He was a good person 
who really wanted me to 
succeed, and he gave me every 
opportunity to do so.

“We did well and were in the top 
three for most of that season, 
but started to go on a bad run 
towards the end and missed out 
on the play-offs.

“Overall I would have liked to 
have played a bit more, but I did 
enjoy my time there. I look back 
on it as a positive experience 
in my life, and that time spent 
away from home has stood me 
in good stead.”

It was June last year that 
Whalley made the switch 
to Shropshire, where newly-
promoted Town were about 
to tackle League One – a 
division which he had no prior 
experience of.

“As soon as I heard Shrewsbury 
were interested, I had my heart 
set on them,” he revealed.

“I got to the ground and 
thought: “yeah, this is where I 
want to be playing my football.” 
It was unbelievable.

“I’ve known Micky Mellon for a 
while from playing against his 
teams and it was good to know 
he rated me enough to take a 
chance on me.

“I wasn’t daunted about 
stepping up to League One at 

“LATELY I JUST SEEM TO BE POPPING UP WITH THE 
GOALS! I ABSOLUTELY LOVE SCORING GOALS; IT’S 
MY FAVOURITE THING TO DO.”
so it was an easy decision to 
make.

“I was given a new lease of 
life there. Some of my best 
football came at Southport 
and I’d like to think I repaid 
the manager for his faith in 
me with my performances on 
the pitch.”

Winning the 2012/13 Player 
of the Season award and 
scoring 27 goals in just over 
100 appearances for the 
Sandgrounders naturally 
attracted attention elsewhere 
– namely from Luton Town, 
one of the biggest names in 
the division at the time and 

the Conference so I wanted to 
go there and hopefully do well.

“My first season there was 
terrible, to be honest. I moved 
away from home for the first 
time and I think it affected me 
more than I thought. I wasn’t 
anywhere near the standard I’d 
have expected of myself, and 
was in and out of the team.

“At that time, Liam was manager 
at Telford, and he approached 
the club about signing me on 
loan. They were fifth or sixth 
when I joined but we went on a 
great run and won the title on 
the final day; I scored the last 
goal of the season for them. 

> SHAUN WHALLEY
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all – I was excited to take on 
a new challenge. As I joined 
before pre-season, it was 
actually a bit disappointing not 
to be able to get to training and 
get going straight away!”

It took several substitute 
appearances throughout the 
first half of the season for 
Whalley to earn his first league 
start against Crewe, the last 
game of 2015, in which he 
scored a last-minute winner.

And his goalscoring exploits 
since have earned the Shrews 
several valuable points this 
season. On top of his first 
against the Railwaymen, he’s 
netted two further winning 
goals against Burton Albion 
– another last-gasp effort 
– and Doncaster, as well as 
contributing to the 3-2 victory 
over Blackpool and the 2-0 win 
against Rochdale.

It’s easy to see that Whalley 
has grabbed his opportunity at 
Town with both hands, and he 
credits a change in attitude to 
making the gradual rise from 
scoring in front of hundreds of 
fans to thousands.

As he and his team-mates 
currently stand unbeaten in 
their last five league games and 
sit five points above the drop-
zone, Whalley is concentrating 
on doing what he loves most 
in order to help the club which 
has given him the stage to show 
what he can do.

“Lately I just seem to be 
popping up with the goals! I 
absolutely love scoring goals; 
it’s my favourite thing to do. All 
I want to do now is stay in the 
team, keep playing well and 
continue to score as much as 
possible to keep this club in this 
division.

“It’s a very hard-working 
dressing room here and 
the lads are in good spirits. 
Our unbeaten run is a good 
indicator at this stage of the 
season, but we’ve got a lot of 
hard work still to do.

“Personally, I didn’t used to 
be as dedicated as I am now, 
and football wasn’t really as 
important to me.

“But I don’t want to waste my 
career. I’m concentrating one 
hundred percent on working 
hard on the pitch and doing the 
right things off it.

“The good times are coming 
and I feel like I am reaping the 
rewards of my dedication. I’ve 
been given a fantastic chance 
here and I intend to give back 
as much as I can with my 
goals.” 

> SHAUN WHALLEY


