
He may only be 23 years old, but James Belshaw has already experienced much in his relatively 
short football career so far. 
 
The goalkeeper has represented his country, won a silver medal and has also been drafted into 
America’s Major League Soccer - “a bit of a different route” into football, as he put it. 
 
After coming through the ranks at Notts County, Belshaw moved to Heanor Town after County 
closed their academy, where he was scouted by Walsall. 
 
Having spent a year at the Banks’s Stadium, Belshaw then had to decide whether to continue to 
ply his trade in the Midlands, or make his way across the pond for a new adventure. 
 
“I opted to go to America to study at university in North Carolina, and I was offered a football 
scholarship to play out there too,” he explained. 
 
“At the end of that I was drafted into the MLS to play for Chicago Fire, but I felt the deal they 
offered me wasn’t right, so I came back to Walsall. 
 
“Out there we were training every day, balancing full-time football with full-time education. 
 
“There was a lot of emphasis on building athletes, on fitness, on the technical side of things. 
 
“I loved it out there. It was a brilliant life experience to live in another country for four years, 
and I travelled all over America and met some great people too.” 
 
Belshaw’s first experience of representing his country came at the start of last season, when he 
headed to Russia to play for Great Britain in the World University Games. 
 
“We lost in extra time in the final, so we came back with a silver medal. 
 
“We were a team of lads mainly playing non-league football and doing degrees part-time, so it 
was a fantastic achievement to win a medal.” 
 
After joining Nuneaton Town on his return, Belshaw was soon selected to perform on an 
international scale again, this time for England C. 
 
“I was called up to play against the Czech Republic under-21s in November last year. 
 
“To wear the England number one shirt was a dream come true and it’s something I’m looking 
to do again.” 
 
After an “up and down” season at Town, Belshaw is aiming to get back into contention for that 
number one shirt, while helping new club Tamworth aim for an immediate return to the 
Vanarama Conference. 
 
“There were highs and lows, but on the whole I enjoyed my time at Nuneaton; the fans were 
great and I got on well with the lads there. 
 
“I was offered a deal there but I spoke to Dale Belford and Steve Farmer and they sold 
Tamworth to me. 



“The main thing for me was having a manager that believed in me and wanted to give me a 
chance to play week in, week out. 
 
“I wanted to be part of a team that wanted to play for each other and a manager who had 
confidence in me. 
 
“I set a personal goal to work my way back into the England C squad, and this is the last year 
that I’m going to be eligible. 
 
“But I’m focusing on Tamworth, and I’m feeling confident in my own game at the moment. 
 
“I’m happy playing with a great bunch of lads and a manager who has the full support of the 
dressing room. 
 
“I want to help the club push on and get back where it belongs.” 


