
They say third time’s the charm, but Shane Clarke will be looking to make it fourth time lucky 
with Tamworth in his attempts to finally savour the taste of promotion. 
 
Clarke experienced Conference North play-off semi-final heartbreak in 2010/11 with today’s 
opponents Boston United, and suffered a similar hardship in 2011/12 when his Gainsborough 
Trinity side were beaten in the play-off final. 
 
Additionally, with Worksop Town last season, Clarke and his team-mates strived instead for 
promotion to this division but, like the Pilgrims, the Northern Premier League side fell at the 
first play-off hurdle. 
 
So, when asked about his own personal aims for this campaign, the 26-year-old’s answer was 
easy. 
 
“I’ve missed out on the play-offs now three times,” he admitted, “so I want to go up this time - 
automatically if possible. 
 
“Naturally, the club’s aims will also be to get promotion as soon as possible, to get back in the 
league they came from.” 
 
The midfielder revealed he is relishing today’s clash against his former side, having spent a 
season at the Jakemans Stadium back in 2010. 
 
“I’m really looking forward to it,” Clarke said. 
 
“Me and Leon Mettam actually almost signed for Boston in the summer - for whatever reason 
that didn’t materialise - so we’re both excited to face them and hopefully we’ll get the three 
points. 
 
“I joined Tamworth as they seem like a well-run club and both Dale Belford and Steve Farmer 
were really keen. Speaking to them sold the club to me.” 
 
Interestingly, while at Boston, Clarke was taken on trial by MLS side Chicago Fire, which proved 
to be an eye-opening experience. 
 
“I did about three months at Boston before going to America for two months,” he said. 
 
“The facilities over there were unbelievable; their thinking about the game is totally different. 
 
“It was a nice surprise and quite refreshing, but that didn’t work out so I ended up going back to 
Boston and having a good season there.” 
 
Now, the Lincoln City academy graduate is focused on showing Lambs fans what he can offer the 
club this season. 
 
“I’m a Lincoln lad so it was a dream come true to play for them in the Football League,” he said. 
 
“Unfortunately I fell out with the manager Chris Sutton and we sorted out a compensation 
package before the season started in 2010. 
 



“I did a month and a half at Gateshead before moving to Boston, and from there I went on to 
Gainsborough. 
 
“I had two good years there - we made the play-off final in my first season and the FA Trophy 
semi-final in my second - and from there I moved to Worksop before arriving at Tamworth this 
summer.” 
 
“I’m a box-to-box midfielder,” he went on to add. 
 
“I do like to get forward and try and get a few goals, but so far this season I haven’t managed to 
do that as much as I’d have liked. 
 
“That will come, though - I’ll definitely be giving 100% for the club.” 


