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Andy 
Mangan

“IT FEELS LIKE I’VE NEVER BEEN AWAY!” SPEAKING 
TO LIZ OWEN, ANDY MANGAN REVEALED THAT THE 
CHANCE TO RETURN TO GREENHOUS MEADOW AND 
PLAY FOR MICKY MELLON AGAIN WAS TOO GOOD 
TO TURN DOWN.
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A sensational January 
homecoming, a first Shrews 
appearance in eight months, 
and a second-debut goal to 
create an FA Cup upset.

You simply couldn’t have 
written a better script for Andy 
Mangan last week.

The 29-year-old can 
scarcely hide his delight 
at being reunited with who 
he describes as “the best 
manager [he’s] ever played 
for” and is determined to 
repay him by building on 
Sunday’s header against 
Cardiff City.

Goalscoring has always come 
naturally to Mangan – over 
100 career goals to date 
tells its own story – and it’s a 
common theme when looking 
back over his 12 years as a 
professional footballer.

He caught the eye as a 
teenager at Blackpool due to 
his exploits in front of goal, 
and made his professional 
debut as a 17-year-old in 
a Division Two clash at 
Chesterfield in 2004.

And a move to Accrington 
Stanley followed just over 
a year later, where Mangan 
helped the non-league side 
win the Conference title in 
2005/06 as he and his team 
mates rallied round skipper 
Peter Cavanagh.

“It was a special season and 
a tragic season,” Mangan 
explained.

“We started really well, but a 
few months in, our captain’s 
brother died. It kicked us all 
on – we all wanted to win the 
league for Cav.

“We ended up winning the title 
by more than 10 points. It was 
a fantastic experience as an 
18-year-old coming into men’s 
football and a real eye-opener.” 

After a season at Bury in 
2007/08, Mangan found himself 
back in non-league with Forest 
Green Rovers – and it was 
there where he really began to 
make a name for himself as a 
prolific goalscorer.

“FOR MICKY TO GET ME BACK INTO THE FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE WITH A BRILLIANT CLUB LIKE SHREWSBURY 
WAS GREAT FOR ME. ”

and score those important 
goals. That’s what I did and 
luckily for me I did really well.”

Mangan’s next port of call was 
Wrexham in 2010, a move 
influenced by the desire to 
be closer to home after the 
birth of his first son and to 
try and help another team to 
Conference glory.

“Wrexham are a fantastic club 
with great support and great 
facilities, and the manager 
Dean Saunders was a massive 
pull as well. He told me he’d 
teach me what was required 
to play higher up in the league, 
and he did. I had probably my 

“The manager there, Jim 
Harvey, was the father of my 
agent. While I was at Bury, 
Forest Green had Stuart 
Fleetwood, who scored 30-odd 
goals and earned a move to 
Charlton Athletic.

“Jim told me they would 
build a team around me. It 
was a challenge to see if I 
could better myself. In my 
first season with the club, I 
got the ‘golden boot’ in the 
Conference. I was playing 
every week and taking on the 
responsibility from the players, 
the manager and the fans to 
be the one to finish moves off 

biggest learning curve there.

“After what I achieved with 
Accrington, I wanted another 
promotion. At Wrexham we 
got to the play-off semi finals 
and I genuinely thought it was 
something we could go on to 
do.”

However, Mangan moved to 
Fleetwood Town in the summer 
of 2011, tempted by chairman 
Andy Pilley’s ambition and 
inspired by his first encounter 
with Micky Mellon.

“After meeting the chairman 
and the manager, I thought 
‘that club is going places.’ I 

> ANDY MANGAN
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knew straight away that Micky 
was a manager I wanted to 
work with. I got the impression 
that he loved his football and 
wanted to play the right way. 
I was excited to sign for the 
club.”

An incredible campaign for 
the Cod Army followed; they 
remained unbeaten in the 
league from October until 
April, by which time their claim 
on the Conference title had 
already been confirmed.

Mangan himself netted 20 
times during the season, but 
it was his strike partner, who 
scored 34 goals in his first 

“You could see how good he 
was back then; he was so 
quick and his movement and 
finishing were always fantastic.

“We knew he was talented, 
but if you’d asked me then if 
I thought he would go on to 
achieve what he has done 
now, I wouldn’t have been too 
sure. His success certainly 
hasn’t surprised me, though. 
He’s fearless, a great lad and a 
fantastic footballer, and it was 
a pleasure to play with him.”

During Fleetwood’s maiden 
season in the Football League, 
however, Mangan made only 
14 appearances after suffering 

fantastic lads and a really 
good team spirit which played 
a huge part in our success.”

Looking back on his goals 
against Leicester City and 
Chelsea in the League Cup, 
Mangan continued: “I don’t like 
to dwell on things too much – I 
just like getting on my boat 
and going downstream and 
seeing what comes next.

“But at the time it was really 
special for me and my family. 
We didn’t get the result we 
wanted against Chelsea 
but we put in fantastic 
performances along the way 
against Blackpool, Leicester 
and Norwich City. Those type 
of games give you massive 
confidence. We were top of 
the league for a long time 
and I was a bit gutted that we 
didn’t win it, but we got the job 
done.”

Out of contract at the end of 
the campaign, Mangan made 
a return to the Conference and 
to Merseyside with Tranmere 
Rovers, where he was fully-
focused on helping the 
recently-relegated club back 
to the Football League at the 
first time of asking.

But once Mellon’s intentions to 
sign him for a third time were 
clear, Mangan knew he wasn’t 
going to pass up on the chance 
to take on a new challenge in 
familiar surroundings.

“It was disappointing to leave 
Shrewsbury in the summer, 

“I CAN’T WAIT TO PLAY AT HOME IN FRONT OF THE 
FANS AGAIN. I’VE GOT AN ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM ”

taste of the top tier of non-
league football, who had 
everyone talking.

“That season was amazing – 
one of the best times of my 
career that I’ve had. To go to 
work with 20 of your genuine 
friends is quite a rare thing in 
football. A lot of us had known 
each other for years and that 
was one of the reasons we did 
so well; we were all best mates.

“We had a great squad, a 
great manager and, of course, 
a very special fellow called 
Jamie Vardy who was scoring 
all the goals.

a serious knee injury, as Town 
parted company with Mellon 
in the meantime, a decision 
which left Mangan “absolutely 
devastated.”

So, after a frustrating second 
spell with Forest Green in 
2013/14, the striker was only 
too happy to link back up with 
Mellon at Greenhous Meadow 
in July 2014.

“For Micky to get me back into 
the Football League with a 
brilliant club like Shrewsbury 
was great for me. He had a 
plan to get the club promoted 
to League One and everything 
just clicked. We had some 

> ANDY MANGAN
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but these things happen in 
football. I signed for Tranmere 
with the plan of finishing my 
career there by getting them 
promoted back into League 
One where they belonged. I 
scored goals there, I’ve got 
some good friends there and 
I had a great relationship 
with the manager and the 
chairman. But once Micky 
Mellon came calling it was 
very difficult to turn them 
down.

“He’s a top motivator and 
man-manager; I’d say he is 
the best manager I’ve ever 
played for. I wouldn’t have left 
Tranmere if it wasn’t for him. 
It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
me and a pleasure to play for 
him again. The fact that he 
shows that much belief in me 
gives me massive confidence.

“This is the highest level I’ll 
have played at since I was 
at Blackpool – yet the pitch 
doesn’t change, the ball 
doesn’t change and the goals 
are still in the same place. As 
long as you work hard and 
stay focused, good things will 
happen.”

There was no better way to 
begin his second chapter at 
Shrewsbury with that goal 
against Cardiff and, after 
settling back in as if he’d never 
been away, Mangan is keen to 
justify Mellon’s faith in him with 
plenty more goals throughout 
the rest of the campaign.

“To go to Cardiff and show that 
character and strength of mind, 
especially coming off the back 
of the Chesterfield defeat, was 
absolutely fantastic. The fact 
that the gaffer started me was 

amazing and to repay him 
with a goal to help us beat a 
Championship team in the cup 
was what dreams are made of. 

“We’ve got to keep going, keep 
working hard on the training 
ground and see where it takes 
us. We’ve got a great group of 
lads here who are all hungry 
and wanting to do well, so let’s 
see how far we can go.

“I can’t wait to play at home 
in front of the fans again. I’ve 
got an absolutely fantastic 
relationship with them and at 
Cardiff they didn’t stop singing 
my name from minute one. It’s 
nice that they remember that 
you gave your all for the club – 
and I know for a fact that they 
know I will be giving my all 
from now until the end of the 
season.” 

> ANDY MANGAN


