
AFC Fylde’s Chris Park can’t be here tonight - but you’ll find him as a Press Box Guest in the 
Conference North this season. 
 
Q: Hey Chris, good to speak to you! What’s your role at AFC Fylde? 
A: I am the Media Officer at the club, so I write the match reports, edit the programme and 
manage social media. That’s it in a nutshell really! 
 
Q: Are you a Fylde fan yourself? 
A: I’m actually from Barrow, so I support them, and I’m a Man United fan too. But I’d definitely 
consider myself to be a Fylde fan now after three and a half years here. 
 
Q: We hear you can’t make the game tonight - who will be coming along in your place? 
A: A lad called Jack Connor, a student at the University of Central Lancashire. I work full-time 
so I won’t be able to get down in time for kick-off, unfortunately! 
 
Q: The Coasters experienced promotion to this league in dramatic fashion last season - that 
must have been amazing to be part of? 
A: It was brilliant - the whole atmosphere was just incredible. In terms of the season on a whole, 
we actually went down to 13th at one stage after taking one point from a possible eight in 
December and losing five on the bounce. We then went on a tremendous run where we 
remained unbeaten in 23 games in all competitions. After finishing third, we beat Worksop 
Town in the play-off semi-final quite convincingly and surprisingly faced Ashton United in the 
final after they beat FC United. It went down to the last kick of the season with the goalkeeper 
scoring the winning spot-kick in the penalty shoot-out! It was incredible to watch and over 
1,000 people were there which was fantastic. Being on the pitch and celebrating with the players 
afterwards was brilliant. It was like nothing I’ve ever experienced before! 
 
Q: We bet! So how are AFC Fylde finding the Conference North so far? 
A: Personally it’s surprised me. The best team we’ve played so far is Bradford Park Avenue, who 
we’ve played three times after they took us to an FA Cup replay, and they’re sitting in 19th - it’s 
surprising that they’re so low down as they were brilliant. It’s obviously more competitive than 
the Northern Premier but the teams coming up from that league have held their own in this 
division. 
 
Q: Who would you say is Fylde’s player to watch this season? 
A: Definitely Richie Allen. Since the club has been called AFC Fylde he has scored 100 goals here 
- he became a centurion a couple of weeks ago against Worcester City. I think he’s too good for 
this league and he should be playing in the Football League, but he’s one of these players who is 
just happy to be out on the pitch on a Saturday afternoon. He’s a class above. 
 
Q: Finally, in your opinion Chris, what is the best thing about non-league football? 
A: I think it’s a much more approachable place to be. You can talk to the players and club 
officials easily and it’s a lot more family friendly. And of course, if you ask any non-league 
supporter, they love the freedom of being able to walk around anywhere in the ground and stand 
up to watch the game! 


