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The Big Interview
This Week No. 1 
Scott Davies 
By Liz Owen
Scott Davies spoke to Talk of the Town about his 
personal life and his football career, focusing on 
the challenges he faced at Morecambe, one of the 
greatest days of his life at Wembley, and joining Town 
in 2010. 
“Growing up, Fleetwood Town Football Club 
weren’t really anything. To see where they are now 
is massive, and being able to wear the shirt having 
grown up in the area is a big thing. It’s a big thing 
for my family, too, and for my fiancée Claire’s family. 
They’re all from Fleetwood and it’s great that all the 
people close to you can come and see you every 
week, and watch you representing the town that 
you’re from.
“In the summer, we got to go back to my old school, 
Cardinal Allen, after winning the league and it was 
great to see familiar faces like Kev Walker, one of 
the sports teachers that I’ve kept in touch with. The 
school was great for me, they always backed me 
with my football and if I needed time off they let me 
go. Without that I wouldn’t have got to where I am 
now.
“After I was released by Blackpool in spring 2003, 
aged 16, I planned to do an apprenticeship with my 
dad, who has his own plumbing business. I’d given 
up on football. I’d been at a professional football 
club from the age of 10 and you get into the mindset 
that you’re always going to make it, so it was hard 
to take. But around the same time I got a call from 
Morecambe, went and played for Dickie Danson’s 
youth team and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Dickie loved 
me straight away and on the spot offered me the 
chance to join his youth team. I had a chat with 
my family and my dad said, “you can always come 
back to plumbing, no matter what age you are,” so I 
gave Morecambe a go and thankfully it worked out. 
Jim Harvey was the manager who signed me as a 
professional and I’ll forever be grateful to him for 
giving me my first contract in football.
“My first season in 2005/06, when Morecambe were 
still in the Conference, was a bit strange. During 
pre-season, there was only me and the first team 
goalkeeper Ryan Robinson, who picked up an injury 

early on, so I featured heavily. Jim 
had said to me, “I’ve no worries about 
you now – if needs be, you’re going 
to play.” Then come November, Jim 
sadly suffered a heart attack, so 
Sammy McIlroy became caretaker 
manager. Ryan picked up another 
injury during one of Sammy’s first 
games, and if Jim had been the 
manager I’d have played, but Sammy 

didn’t think I was ready, so he brought in another lad 
on loan and I was on the bench for the rest of the 
season.
“I had a short spell at Leek Town during the final 
month of that season – they were struggling at the 
time in the Newbond Premier, but I kept nine clean 
sheets and conceded one goal in 10 games, keeping 
them up. That helped me massively and it caught the 
attention of Crewe Alexandra, who I almost joined 
but it didn’t happen.
“Next season I made my debut at Woking, then 
kept a clean sheet in the following game at home 
to Halifax, but didn’t play again until the end of the 
season – in the semi-final of the play-offs against 
York City! Doing well in those earlier games helped 
Sammy decide to pick me for the final, giving me the 
chance to go to Wembley, which was surreal. Being 
a 20-year-old, who hadn’t played much football, 
walking out at Wembley after being told you’re going 
to be the goalie for the biggest game in a club’s 
history – it’s a lot of pressure but I don’t think I felt it 
at the time. It was probably one of the greatest days 
of my life. I don’t really remember much though, 
to be honest! I still watch the DVD and think, “oh, I 
don’t remember that bit!” 
“To see all my family there, up in the leather seats by 
the dugouts, my mum crying – that was the moment 
where I thought, “this is it now. I’ve made it to 
Wembley and I’m playing in front of 50,000 people. 
This is what I’m going to do, this is my career, this is 
my life.”
“Following that, I made a bit of a bad decision. I was 
told by agents that things were going to happen and 
maybe I bought in to all that. I made a mistake, and 
whatever happened didn’t happen. I started 2007/08 
training with the youth team because of it, but I 
fought back and the desire I showed to not give up 
on my career makes me proud to this day.
“In January 2008, Sammy signed Shwan Jalal and 
we had Steven Drench as well. ‘Drenchy’ dropped 
below me in the pecking order and I pushed Shwan, 
who Sammy had expected big things from, out of 
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the team as well. I was really flying heading into the 
end of that season; the goalkeeping coach here Steve 
McIlharghey, who was there with me at the time, will tell 
you the same.
“Morecambe offered me a new contract for 2008/09 
and I signed for two years, thinking I was going to 
play, but Sammy brought in another goalkeeper again, 
Barry Roche. It was disappointing that I wasn’t going 
to be the number one, but Barry was probably one of 
the best things to happen to my career. Working with 
‘Baz’ and the goalkeeping coaches, ‘Steve Mac’ and 
‘Jonesy’ [Lee Jones] really pushed me on. Barry and I 
had a relationship in training that I don’t think you can 
get at a lot of clubs and I’ve never had it since. We 
really bounced off each other and if one of us wasn’t 
working well the other would pick him up. We’re still 
good friends – it’s strange that you can be such good 
friends with someone that’s keeping you out of the 
team. 
“I basically ran the two years of my contract out playing 
very little. I featured against Aldershot Town after Barry 
had got injured during 2009/10 but the team didn’t play 
well at all and we got beaten 4-1. After that game, even 
though the goals weren’t my fault, Sammy went out and 
signed a ‘keeper again. That’s when I knew it was time 
to start looking away. I left at the end of the season and 
nothing much was happening, I started to panic to be 
fair and was even on holiday in Egypt two weeks before 
pre-season. But that summer I got a phonecall from 
Micky Mellon and the rest is history!
“I arrived at Fleetwood but Danny Hurst was already 
here and established. I knew I wasn’t coming in to play 
straight away, but after speaking to the gaffer Micky I 
knew that if I was better than Danny or I got my chance 
and did well then he’d stick with me. I didn’t have 
the best pre-season; I came in a little nervous really. I 
trained really well and I think I impressed a few people 
but when it came to the games, having not really played 
for two years and maybe being a little over-eager, I 
made a couple of mistakes. But the gaffer was great 
with me; he knew why I was making the mistakes and 
he could see on the training pitch every day what I was 
really like. Then Danny got injured five or six games into 
the season – I got my chance and I never looked back 
really.
“Until Danny recovered, I think I played about 35 games 
on the bounce. It was the first time I’d ever played more 
than 15 games together and I think I did get mentally 
tired. The gaffer noticed that and a couple of mistakes 
crept into my game too, so he dropped me for the last 
10 games of the season. It hurt, obviously because 
we got into the play-offs and I wanted to be a part of 
that after playing such a big part of the season, but 
he made the right decision. When he dropped me the 
team were struggling, and when he put Danny in and 

changed a few of the players it worked, so we pushed 
for the play-offs.
“Danny was a very good footballer and he’d done a lot 
for the club – the year before he’d got them promoted 
by saving penalties – so it was hard for someone new 
to come in and take him away from the fans.
“Last season was a bit of a roller-coaster. We knew at 
the start of the season we had to get promoted – that 
was clear for everyone – and we didn’t start so well 
but we managed to get on a ride and once we got on 
that ride it was forever going. Last season was very 
pleasing for me because I played the full season and 
it’s not often you hear that. It was the first time I had the 
number one on my back and that’s a confidence thing; 
you have a different feel about you. Maybe at times 
it became a little comfortable and I made a couple 
of mistakes, but I could probably count the number 
of mistakes I made in 50 games on one hand. To be 
honest I probably made as many mistakes in 50 games 
as Pepe Reina’s made in five games this year! You’re 
going to make mistakes, whether you’re a Premier 
League keeper or a Unibond keeper; it’s how you 
respond from the mistakes and I’d like to think I learnt, 
matured and responded well.
“When I left Morecambe, I needed to prove those 
people wrong because they didn’t think I was good 
enough, so it was great to be able to get back into 
League Two and be at that level again. I’d like to think 
I’m at a better club now, with greater ambitions, and 
this season has started brilliantly for me so I just want 
to keep that rolling.
“It’s great that the gaffer’s brought in Maxy [Chris 
Maxwell] too, he’s a brilliant goalkeeper and he’s got 
a lot of potential. He’ll be pushing me every day so if 
I’m not on the ball I’m not going to play, and I definitely 
want to play, so I’ll have to just keep working hard and 
hopefully I’ll stay in the gaffer’s team.
“Now that I’m engaged and I’ve got a baby son, it 
brings a bit of realism to life. If I’m not doing well at 
football, my contract’s running out and I’m going to get 
released then I’m not providing for my son or for his 
mum. It’s given me a new drive – this year, every game 
is a cup final to me because every game could be a 
life-changing one for me and my family. I want to do as 
well as I can for Sonny and Claire and hopefully I can 
do that – it just comes with hard work and living your 
life right off the field.”


