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On the Line
Squad 28 
Youl Mawéné
Who is the quickest member of the squad?
It’s definitely not me! Over a shorter distance it’s probably Deano, he’s quite quick 
on the 100 metres, but Curtis would be the quickest over 40 yards, he’s rapid.

Tattoos or no tattoos?
Yeah I’ve got a few tattoos, mostly of personal stuff. I got mine done by someone 
in France who’s a bit of a Maori-type. I love my tattoos actually, they are addictive 
things, you know! I’m getting well into it and I’ll probably get more.

What would you most like to achieve in your football career?
To get promoted. I’ve been in the play-offs three times and been unlucky three 
times, I think it’s about time I got a bit of luck! I’m delighted to be here and 
hopefully that will be the target this season.

Favourite sportsperson outside of football?
Probably someone like Muhammad Ali, he’s a boxing legend and an inspiration 
to everyone. I do watch boxing when I have the chance, although at the moment 
it’s a little bit flat; boxing’s not as big as it used to be. I still love it though and I’ve 
done a few training sessions in the past, but it’s a bit too tough for me now at my 
age!

Who has the best car in the Town squad?
Deano has got an A5, but I think Ferguson must have a decent few cars. He 
hasn’t turned up with any just yet though, I think he’s playing it down just to keep 
it real with the lads!

Maths or English?
I was terrible at literacy at school and I wasn’t the best at English, so I would say 
Maths. English: 5/10, Maths: 8/10.

Where were you born/grew up?
I was born in Caen in northern France. I had a happy childhood with my two 
brothers and I really loved the area. I always look forward to going back every 
summer to see my family.

Who is the best player you have played with?
Ferguson’s not a bad one at the minute! When I arrived at Derby County they 
had Stefano Eranio who had played for Milan. I thought he was an unbelievable 
player, so I’d probably say Stefan.

Which pre-match songs do you play for motivation?
It depends on my mood. At the moment, to try and get in the bubble before 
games, I listen to a bit of African music, believe it or not. It makes me focus and 
remember my roots. But I’m quite broad with music and I listen to anything; 
sometimes it’s more upbeat, sometimes it’s a bit more R&B, hip-hop or rock 
music, but I like anything really so it can change a lot.

Most recent big purchase?
You’ll probably have to back a few years for a big purchase, if I’ve made any! I’m 
not sure, I don’t really spend money on myself, as Jon Parkin would probably tell 
you! I don’t spend money on clothes and cars either, so I’d probably say buying 
a house. Of the big spenders in the squad, Curtis could be up there and Junior 
as well, he likes his clothes and he likes to be fresh.


