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The Big interview
This Week 
Shaun   
Beeley 
By Liz Owen
Liz owen caught up with Town’s reliable 
right-back as he enters his fifth full season 
at Highbury.
A topic which inevitably crops up during a discussion 
with Shaun Beeley is how the length of his spell at 
Town compares to those of his fellow long-serving 
team-mates.
“I think I’m behind Milly [Jamie Milligan] and Pondy 
[Nathan Pond] but I reckon that’s about it,” Beeley 
said. “It’s been a good five years. You never know 
what the future could bring but at the moment I am 
very happy here.”
Naturally, promotion to the Football League rates as 
a particular high point in Beeley’s career so far, and 
the defender spoke with enthusiasm about last year’s 
achievement.
“We had a great team, we worked well together and 
we had Vards [Jamie Vardy] who would get us out of 
sticky situations too,” he said. “The way we bonded 
together as a team and the way we gelled was 
unbelievable.
“The team spirit was very high, we had a great set 
of lads young and old and the banter was flowing – 
there were a couple of loose cannons, me included! 
It was one of those things that just clicked. The 
quality we had was undeniable.
“I think the play-off defeat [in 2011] spurred us on 
the following season. We knew we didn’t want to 
be in that situation again, and personally it gave me 
a bit of extra drive because I missed that game at 
Wimbledon and I wanted to make sure we went up.
“You could just tell that good things were going to 
happen last year; it was a tough test with Wrexham 
but you just knew that what we had in the dressing 
room was going to be good enough.”
Beeley feels that Town have made an impressive 
start to their historic first Football League campaign 
and have drawn on last season’s positive mind-set 
to do so.

“We still have that winning mentality,” he said. “Last 
year we didn’t want to lose and it’s shown this year 
as well, both with the lads who’ve come in and the 
lads who were here before. The gaffer wants to win 
every game and it rubs off on us.
“I’m enjoying the Football League so far. There are 
tough games and tougher tests but I’m rising to them 
and enjoying it week by week.
“I’d say the lower Conference sides were a mile 
off the lower League Two sides, but the top four of 
the Conference – Luton, Mansfield, Wrexham and 
Newport – could easily do a job in the league. They 
weren’t bad sides and I think they’d all do well in 
League Two.”
Town have been praised in recent seasons for their 
attacking style of football and Beeley revealed that 
he relishes his involvement in his side’s forward play 
perhaps more than he should.
“I shouldn’t really say this as a right-back, but I enjoy 
attacking more than defending,” he admitted with 
a smile. “I love breaking forward and getting balls 
in when I can, and I prefer that to chasing a winger 
back. Dean Howell and Goodie [Alan Goodall] like 
to attack too, so overall I think we have a lot of 
attacking power.
“I like watching Dani Alves of Barcelona – if you 
could get a tenth of what he’s got, then you’re doing 
well!”
A Manchester City fan growing up, family played a 
big part in Beeley’s involvement in football.
“My granddad was my main influence on my early 
football career,” he said. “He was the one who 
pushed it and really encouraged me as a youngster. 
Every Saturday he’d be there, even in the rain. He 
used to take me to Maine Road too.
“Likewise my mum, dad and grandma were all there 
every game and they were massive influences too. 
Saying that, my brother taught me football the hard 
way at the park, by levelling the ball at my legs. That 
could be why I’ve got a trampoline touch!”
Beeley progressed through Oldham Athletic’s youth 
system, and names one coach in particular who was 
key in his development as a player.
“I enjoyed my time at Oldham, the lads there were 
brilliant and we all had a great team spirit. It was a 
good learning curve for me.
“The youth coach at the time was Tony Philliskirk, 
and he was an absolutely brilliant coach. He was 
very experienced and he knew how to get the best 
out of the players; the ones who needed an arm 
round the shoulder and the ones who needed a bit of 
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a rocket.”
In an unusual twist, Beeley’s move to Southport early 
in his career was short-lived as the club’s manager 
encouraged a move to Highbury.
“After leaving Oldham, I played for Stalybridge against 
Southport and their manager Pete Davenport gave me 
a call and said he wanted me to sign,” said Beeley. 
“Out of the two, Southport seemed the better club at 
the time, so I signed for them.
“It didn’t really kick off, though; we didn’t connect and 
it just didn’t work. It was just one of those things. I 

needed to leave to develop as a player, rather than stay 
in a situation where I wasn’t getting any game time.
“Davenport spoke to the Town manager at the time, 
Tony Greenwood, and then said to me ‘it’s a good club, 
it’s going places – get yourself there.’ So I played a 
game with Town, Greenwood was happy and I signed 
that week.”
Even then, it was evident to the 18-year-old Beeley, 
who celebrates his 24th birthday tomorrow, that Town 
were very much a club ‘going places’ as Davenport 
pointed out.
“You could tell Fleetwood weren’t just settling for what 
they’d got – they wanted to get bigger and better, and 
they’ve proved that,” he said. “Over the last two to 
three years now the club has really pushed on; bigger 
players have been coming in and a new stand has 
been built as well. It’s just a brilliant place to be at the 
moment.
“There have been big changes since I’ve been here and 
the stand is definitely one of them. It’s probably one 
of the best outside the Championship and the bigger 
teams in League One.
“The way the chairman supports the club is brilliant; 
sometimes it feels like he’s one of the lads, he’s always 
around the fans.
“I’m just glad that I’ve managed to develop and 
improve year-by-year and keep my place in the team.”
Like many of his Fleetwood team-mates past and 
present, Beeley won his first England cap last year with 
the C side, something which the young defender is 
extremely proud of.
“That was a big moment in my life,” he said. “Even 
though it’s not the full national side, it’s brilliant to 
be involved in that set-up. I was glad that my little 
‘Jedward’ Junior Brown was in there as well.
“I went to Gibraltar with them and it was a great trip – it 
just gives you a different look into football and allows 
you to meet new lads from other teams.
“It felt good to wear an England shirt and it’s one of 
those things that you’ll never forget. It’ll always be with 
me and I’ll always have my cap.”
Somewhat of a joker amongst the rest of the squad, 
Beeley revealed a serious side when discussing his 
ambitions beyond his football career.
“I’m at Manchester Met university at the moment doing 
a degree in Sports Science,” he said. “It runs for two 
nights a week, so I’ve got that keeping me busy outside 
of football.
“I’d like to go into teaching when I finish my career, 
hopefully abroad – Australia would be perfect. I’m 
focused on my football at the moment, but that’s 
always in the back of my mind as something to do 
when I finish.”
And while a career in education may be some way off 
yet, he is sure to teach the left-backs of the League a 
few lessons during the course of the season.


