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Fleetwood Town 6,
Ebbsfleet Utd 2
A mAgnificent Jamie
Vardy hat-trick inspired
town to a 6-2 win over
ebbsfleet United, as they
maintained their place at
the top of the league.

The pick of the bunch from
Vardy, who brings his tally to 25
goals for Town this season, was
a spectacular strike from inside
the centre circle. Gareth Seddon,
Peter Cavanagh and Andy Man-
gan also added their names to the
scoresheet in an emphatic victory.

Mangan controlled the game
for Town during the early stages,
creating a number of chances for
his team-mates with some superb
balls.

A pinpoint through ball was sent
to Cavanagh on the right, whose
shot went wide, and again Mangan
was the supplier as Magno Vieira
almost opened the scoring with a
tightly-angled shot.

However, it was Ebbsfleet who
took the lead in the 14th minute
after Fleetwood sloppily conceded
possession in their own half.

Liam Enver-Marum was on hand
to take advantage, sending a skilful
strike from the edge of the area

past Scott Davies and into the top
right-hand corner.

Town have been noted for their
positive response to going a goal
down and this game was no differ-
ent; they levelled the score only
60 seconds later. Vardy sent a
curving pass into the box from the
right which met Vieira on the near
post. His effort was deflected into
the path of Seddon, who promptly
tapped home his seventh goal of the
season.

The Cod Army had to wait just
seven minutes to see their side
snatch the lead through Cavanagh.

Vardy was once again involved,
finding no openings in the middle
so opting to jinx through to the
left-hand side and work his way
upfield.

Alan Goodall followed to receive
possession and sent a powerful
cross into the area, Cavanagh ar-
riving late on the right to fire past
Cronin.

Vardy deservedly scored his first
just before the half-hour mark,
after Vieira’s shot from the edge of
the box was parried into his path.
It marked a spell of Fleetwood pres-
sure, during which the injured Joe
Howe made way for Ross Smith in

Ebbsfleet’s first substitution of the
evening.

Vieira was unlucky not to add to
Fleetwood’s advantage on the 40th
minute after a Vardy cross into the
area, the Brazilian just beaten to
the ball by Cronin.

The home side were given a
golden opportunity to do so only a
minute later, however, after Yado
Mambo brought down an excellent
Vardy during an unstoppable surge
forward.

Mangan stepped up to blast
Town’s 11th penalty of the season
into the bottom right-hand corner
to score Town’s fourth.

United made both remaining
substitutions at half time, bring-
ing on Phipp and Ricky Shakes
in place of captain Paul Lorraine
and Nathaniel Pinney, as manager
Liam Daish searched for a glimmer
of an opportunity to get his side
back in the game.

Unfortunately for him, the
chances of an Ebbsfleet comeback
declined further only two min-
utes into the second half. Vardy
picked up his second in impres-
sive fashion, bursting into the box
unopposed once more and sending
a curling strike past Cronin.

Conceding their fifth goal
bizarrely prompted the away
side to begin their longest spell of

pressure, but a solid Town defence
ensured there was no way through
for Ebbsfleet, even after Fleetwood
were able to lift their foot off the
pedal somewhat. Goodall made a
cool tackle on Shakes to intercept
a pass towards the striker, while
Gozie Ugwu fired over from the
edge of the area. Vieira made way
for Danny Rose after 56 minutes.

Vardy’s final contribution to the
game ensured he left the field to a
standing ovation after being sub-
stituted for Richard Brodie on the
hour mark, who looked sharp dur-
ing his 30-minute spell on the pitch.
Looking up to see Cronin off his
line, he unleashed an unstoppable
shot into the back of the net from
just inside Ebbsfleet’s half to make
it 6-1. After playing a part in all of
Town’s goals, the striker picked up
a man of the match award as well
as the match ball.

Lee Fowler made way for Jamie
Milligan on the 67th minute after
a solid performance, and after
further opportunities from Enver-
Marum and Shakes, Ebbsfleet
finally got the goal they were look-
ing for.

Enver-Marum sent a soft shot
past Davies after 85 minutes which
ideally should have been dealt with
by Town. Nevertheless, it was but a
mere consolation.
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INTERNATIoNAL darts returns to
Fleetwood this weekend, when the
Marine Hall stages the Six Nations
International Championships.

The home nations of England, Scot-
land, Wales, Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland will be joined
by the Netherlands in a tournament
which brings together 17 players who
featured in the BDo world champion-
ships this year.

The Dutch team will feature newly
crowned world champion Chris-
tian Kist, who faces Tony o’Shea
in a mouth-watering repeat of last
month’s world championship final.

o’Shea is on top form at present
after winning th Dutch open in Kist’s
homeland last weekend, though vic-
tory in Fleetwood would represent
the ultimate revenge.

Triple world champion Martin
Adams leads England, who will be
defending the title they took from
Holland last year in Scotland.

Completing the England line-up are
former world champion John “Boy”
Walton, Martin Atkins and Garry
Thompson, who won the Lancashire
open in Fleetwood.

Ross Montgomery leads Scotland,
while Wales are captained by Martin
Phillips, the most capped interna-
tional player of all time.

The Dutch side will be among the
favourites for the title and includes
Wesley Harmes and Joey Ten Berg,
respectively a world championship
semi-finalist and finalist.

In the ladies’ competition, nin-
times world champion Trina Gulliver
is hoping to inspire England to take
the title from a Wales team which in-
cludes the new Dutch open champion
Julie Gore.

Also in the England team are Bol-
ton’s Lisa Ashton, the reigning world
champion, Deta Hedman and Lor-
raine Farlam, ranked first and fourth
in the world respectively.

The three-day event starts on
Friday (February 24), with the ladies’
group matches from 7pm.

The men’s group matches start
at 10am the following day, with the
finals of both championships on
Sunday.

Tickets priced at £5 per day or £10
for the full weekend are available
from Marine Hall on (01253) 887693 or
visit www.marinehall.co.uk.

Six Nations
darts set
to return to
Fleetwood


