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FLEETWOOD TOWN

I thInk everyone will agree it’s
great to be through to the next
round of the FA Cup.

Sometimes it isn’t about the
performance – I thought in the
first half we were very good and
the tie was over after half an hour
– and this was all about being in
the second round draw.

We’ve got to be happy with a
home draw, I’d always fancy us at
home, and we’ve already played
Aldershot this year.

We played a lot of that game
with 10 men and still beat them
4-1, so I think we’ve got a great
chance of being in the third round
again this year.

that’s where the big clubs come
in, and you really hope you get
the chance to play against one of
them.

For me it would be Manchester
City – as I’m a lifelong fan. It’s my
dream, it’s my dad’s dream, it’s
my whole family’s dream!

that’s what the FA Cup is all
about

Last year, of course, we played
Blackpool and that was a great
occasion for the whole town.

hopefully we can put ourselves
in a great position to repeat those
scenes this year.

talking about Blackpool, it’s
been a big week up the road with
the departure of Ian holloway.

For me, what Ian holloway did
at that club is nothing short of a
miracle.

he took players who maybe
hadn’t achieved elsewhere and got
the very best out of them – taking
Blackpool to the Premier League –
and I hope the fans will look back
at his time at Bloomfield Road
with a lot of fondness.

Of course, Blackpool have been
busy looking for a new manager.

It’s no surprise our own gaffer,
Micky Mellon, is among the names
that have cropped up, not only
with the Blackpool job, but other
high-profile roles.

If I’m being honest, I’m
surprised he hasn’t gone to a big
club already.

he’s a very ambitious man, and
I’m sure he’s got the makings of
being a top manager.

I just hope that, for everyone
at Fleetwood town, we can hang
on to him here at highbury for as
long as possible.

he’s an inspiring manager to
work for, he brought me to the
club and gave me my chance and
continues to do fantastic things.

Some of the deals, in terms of
players, he has managed to pull
off, are just fantastic.

to be honest, it’s come to be
expected these days, but the
arrival of Barry Ferguson, on loan
from Blackpool, is another great
bit of business.

things like this always pick you
up.

You bring in a player of that
quality, who has captained his
country and played in Europe, and
everyone’s game gets a lift.

You want to prove to them, and
yourselves, that you are capable
of performing at the same level.

Barry’s ability and experience is
going to be a fantastic asset in the
weeks to come.

Man City clash
is my dream
THE SCOTT DAVIES COLUMN
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Fleetwood town 3
Bromley 0
FLEEtWOOd town
earned a second round
FA Cup tie at home
to League two rivals
Aldershot after a
comfortable victory over
non-league Bromley.

Town had effectively sealed
their place in the draw after only
34 minutes, David Ball breaking
the deadlock and Jon Parkin
netting a brace with two penalties,
but the visitors were unlucky to
leave without scoring.

New loan signing Barry
Ferguson made his debut, a
commanding and comfortable
display in midfield which was
rewarded with applause from the
Cod Army after he made way for
Jamie Milligan with nine minutes
left.

Manager Micky Mellon made
three further changes from the
0-0 draw with Rochdale; Steven
Gillespie and Tom Barkhuizen
made way for Ball and Parkin,
while Junior Brown returned
from his one-match
suspension at
the expense
of Jamie
McGuire,
and Alex

Marrow sat out to serve his own.
Ball struck after just 10 minutes

with his third goal of the season,
although it won’t be a particularly
memorable one, the striker
nicking possession from a few
yards out and scrambling the ball
over the line.

The move was created primarily
by Curtis Obeng, who accepted
a pass from Parkin and began to
taunt Bromley down the right
flank. After winning and taking
the throw himself, Obeng was able
to set up Youl Mawene to head
it into the path of the perfectly-
positioned Ball.

Obeng also played a huge part
in Town’s second of the game only
six minutes later. The on-loan
Swansea youngster was enjoying
the freedom of the right flank and
maximising its potential as he
danced his way past yellow shirts
into the penalty area, where he
found Junior Brown.

Goalkeeper Joe Welch
then pulled back Brown
to concede a penalty and
Parkin, returning from a
three-game absence, made
no mistake as he smashed the

spot-kick to the right of the keeper
to give Fleetwood a two-goal
advantage.

Welch was treading on thin
ice by the 32nd minute after
providing Town with yet another
opportunity from the penalty spot
and picking up a yellow card for
his troubles.

Obeng surged into the area, a
rapid burst of pace allowing him
to excel past Bromley’s Marlon
Patterson, before being completely
upended by the Bromley ‘keeper.

And it was man-of-the-match
Parkin who stepped up again to
take the spot-kick, opting to aim
to the left while implementing the
same amount of power as before to
seal a comfortable lead for Town.

The striker may well have left
the field with the match ball had

he not been ruled
offside after

unleashing a
sublime 20-
yard volley
into the top

corner 17
minutes from

time.
Steve

McNulty, sidelined
for four weeks after

suffering a calf injury,
featured on the bench at
Spotland and made his return
on Saturday, much to the
delight of the Cod Army, but

it was perhaps unexpected, as Rob
Edwards left with a suspected
hamstring problem after only half
an hour of play.

Although Bromley had scarcely
tested Scott Davies in the first half,
they enjoyed a busy spell after the
interval and were almost gifted a
goal by Town’s keeper after he
played a short pass straight to
Pierre Joseph-Dubois, although
he quickly redeemed himself by
saving the striker’s subsequent

shot.
The away side, two leagues and

61 places below their opponents,
began to give them a run for their
money as Town eased their foot off
the gas slightly.

There was never a sense that
the Lilywhites would threaten

Fleetwood’s place in
the next stage of the

competition, but they
certainly strived
to take advantage
of an industrious
20-minute period
in which they

came close to
tarnishing

Town’s eighth
clean sheet of
the season.

Bromley’s
best chance in
the opening 45
minutes fell to
Joseph-Dubois,
who fired over the bar
after a chest-down from Richard
Pacquette, but they emerged after
the break looking sharper, and
almost found the net two minutes
in. Joseph-Dubois played in Elliott

Buchanan as they swept forward,
who subsequently found Danny
Waldren to set up Joseph-Dubois
from yards out, but the striker’s
soft touch meant Davies had no
problem collecting the danger.

After Mawene tugged back
Pacquette to concede a free-
kick, the Town wall blocked
fierce strikes from Waldren and
Buchanan, while Ali Chaaban, a
62nd-minute substitute for Joseph-
Dubois, tried his luck from the
edge of the area on more than one
occasion.

However, the introduction
of McGuire for Brown after 67
minutes added more bite to Town’s
midfield, and allowed the home
side to reclaim the dominance they
displayed in the first half.

The ever-dangerous Parkin
appeared determined to claim his
second hat-trick of the season;
11 minutes prior to his offside
volley he had powered a stinging
strike against the Memorial Stand,
while he also came close late on
following a pinpoint Dean Howell
cross.

Obeng continued working hard
on the right, and Ball also had
several opportunities during the
later stages, while Milligan tried
an ambitious shot from inside his
own half after spotting Welch off
his line, but Town had little to be
concerned about after deservedly
wrapping up the win early on.
FleetWood: Davies, McLaughlin,

Howell, Mawene, edwards (Mcnulty 31),
Brown (McGuire 68), Ferguson, Fowler,
obeng, Ball, Parkin; not used: Maxwell,

Milligan, nicholson, Gillespie, Barkhuizen.
BRoMleY: Welch, Ming (Malcolm 79), Pat-
terson, Fuseini, Sobers, Harwood, Waldren
(rhule 79), Buchanan, Joseph-Dubois
(chaaban 63), Finn; not used: Howard,
Boateng, Jones, Daly
ReFeRee: ross Joyce
Att: 1,696

Town seal place in
next round of cup

Jon Parkin
scores from
the spot for
Fleetwood’s
third goal.

Despite being tangled with
keeper Joe Welch, David
Ball somehow manages to
get the ball into the net for
Fleetwood’s first goal.
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