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FOOTBALL

Fleetwood Town 2,
Yeovil 2
Fleetwood town
earned a dramatic FA
Cup second round re-
play as they drew 2-
2 with Yeovil town,
scoring twice in the
last ten minutes of
the game.

Unlikely hero Kieran
Charnock, fresh from a
home debut goal against
Kettering, scored with
eight minutes to go and
won a penalty four min-
utes from time to help
Town come back from a
two-goal deficit.

It was Jamie Milligan
who stepped up to fire
home from the spot, and
a mouthwatering third
round tie at home to Blackpool
awaits Town should they win
at Huish Park next Tuesday

There were three altera-
tions to Fleetwood’s starting
XI versus Kettering, as Magno
Vieira, Peter Till and Glenn
Wilson made way for Shaun
Beeley, Gareth Seddon and
Jamie Vardy.

Steve McNulty and Richard
Brodie returned to the bench.

Yeovil made only one
change from their 1-0 win at
Hartlepool, as goalkeeping
coach Gareth Stewart came
in for on-loan keeper Rene

Gilmartin, who was denied
permission to play by parent
club Watford.

Town settled quickly into
the game and began to ven-
ture forward down both
flanks, Vardy finding space
after 13 minutes but opting to
shoot rather than pass, and
his strike was deflected.

The home side looked con-
fident, retaining possession
and biding their time in at-
tack, but Yeovil were keep-
ing Fleetwood’s danger men
tightly marked.

Fleetwood were beginning
to look more threatening, as
Gareth Seddon’s powerful
cross was hit just too far for
Sean Clancy, and Vardy sent a
shot wide after pressure from
the Yeovil defence.

However, it was the away
team that took the lead, and in
spectacular fashion.

Ed Upson’s half volley from
25 yards in the 31st minute
gave Scott Davies no chance,
and the Memorial Stand could
only watch on as the ball
crashed into the back of the

net.The goal galvanised Yeo-
vil somewhat, and they began
to pressurise the Fleetwood
defence.

Vardy and Clancy searched
for an equaliser at the other
end, but Town’s back four
were very much under the
kosh.

Andrew Williams looked
dangerous for the Glovers as
Fleetwood began to look pan-

icky.

Kieran Agard twice could
have extended his side’s lead,
once after Davies pushed a
stinging shot from Luke Ay-
ling into his path, and again
when a poor attempted clear-
ance enabled Yeovil to con-
tinue their attack.

A half time change for
Fleetwood saw Steve McNulty
replace Shaun Beeley, who
never fully recovered from a
collision with Pond just be-
fore the goal.

There was still a sense that
the home side could get back
into the game, as Seddon un-
fortunately crossed the ball
out of play after doing well to
retain possession down the
right.

But just three minutes af-
ter half time, a swift Yeovil
attack resulted in their

second goal of a bitterly
cold night.

A stray pass
from Mangan

was intercepted,
and it was Williams

with the assist from the
right as he sent in a cross for
Conor Clifford, who hit the
back of the net from close

range.
Yeovil were creating fewer

clear cut chances on goal but
taking their opportunities far
better than their opponents.

Clancy made way for Till in
the 56th minute, and Town be-
gan to pelt Stewart’s goal with
crosses and corners, with Mil-

ligan, Vardy and Seddon all
contributing.

The lack of end product
compared to the effort of the
players, however, was disap-
pointing .

The final substitution of
the night for Fleetwood came
after 72 minutes, Richard Bro-
die replacing Mangan as man-
ager Micky Mellon looked to
continue his side’s attacking
spree.

Brodie almost made an in-
stant impact but he fired wide
as he tried to meet an accurate
fast-paced cross.

Yeovil began to lift their
foot off the gas up front as
they focused their energy onto
defending, Clifford unleash-
ing a couple of long distance
shots which barely troubled
Davies.

The workrate of Vardy and
Seddon in particular epito-
mised the whole team’s never-
say-die attitude, as they con-
tinued to look for a route back
into the game.

Williams was replaced by
Oli Johnson for the away side
after 79 minutes.

Three minute later, the
Town breakthrough finally
arrived.

Till sent in a pinpoint cross
from the left – one of many on
the night – and it was Char-
nock who headed past the
opposition keeper, in similar
fashion to last week against
Kettering.

And suddenly, it was game
on.

Milligan and Seddon contin-
ued to help the push forwards
as Town searched for an
equaliser, Milligan shooting
just wide on the edge of the
area after a series of passes.

Desperation grew as cries
of ‘handball’ echoed around
Highbury on two consecutive
occasions in Yeovil’s penalty
area, one after a Vardy header
and one from the resulting
corner.

Clifford left the field for
Steven MacLean on the 86th
minute as time ticked away
for Fleetwood.

Almost immediately, the
home side were finally given
the opportunity to draw level.

Referee Robert Madley
pointed to the spot after Up-
son’s foul on Charnock.

Despite Stewart diving the
right way, Milligan’s spot-
kick hit the top corner of the
net, sending the Cod Army
into raptures.
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Fleetwood: Davies, Beeley (McNulty
45), Pond, Clancy (Till 56), Milligan,
Goodall, Mangan (Brodie 72),
McGuire (c), Seddon, Charnock,
Vardy; not used: St Louis Hamilton,
Vieira, Briggs, Cox
Yeovil: Stewart, Ayling, N’Gaia,
Huntington, Blizzard, Williams
(Johnson 80), Upson, Ehmer, Agard,
Wotton (c), Clifford (MacLean 86)
not used: Gilbert, Gibson, Slowe,
Baggeridge
Referee: Robert Madley; Att: 3,319

FLEETWOOD Town are still
alive in the FA Cup ... and
manager Micky Mellon is
loving every minute.

ESPN brought the FA Cup
to Highbury for Friday’s
live broadcast of the match,
attended by more than
3,300, and the Town boss is
delighted to have a second
chance to secure a home
derby tie with Blackpool.

He said: “I love the FA
Cup. I love the attention it’s

bringing us on nights like
this, and hopefully there will
be more.”

The manager paid tribute
to his squad who dug deep
to come back from 2-0 down.
“I’m very proud of them and
I’m delighted we’re still in it,”
he said.

“To a certain extent, we
were architects of our own
downfall.

“Their first was a great
strike, but for the second we
gave the ball away too cheaply
in the middle of the park.

“I thought if we got one we
could get another, because
they were getting deeper and
deeper.

“I don’t think anybody can
say we didn’t deserve to stay
in the tie.

“I knew that if we got one,

the momentum and the crowd
would be behind us, and we
would always have a chance.”

Mellon admitted the wet
and wild night made it tough
for both sides. “I don’t think
you could really get worse
conditions, but you have
to adjust to that and play
differently.”

Yeovil boss Terry Skiverton
will be ready to welcome

Micky Mellon’s men to Huish
Park next week.

He said: “I’m disappointed
we gave away two goals, but
we knew it was going to be
tricky.

“We’re in the hat for the
third round and that was our
objective.

“It was a really good tie, and
now we have another game
and they have to travel.”

Cup dream edges closer, with hopes of local derby

Last-minute sparklers
Jamie Milligan scores Fleetwood’s equaliser from the penalty spotKieran Charnock scores Fleetwood’s first goal

Sean
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heads
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Delight
at Jamie
Milligan’s
equaliser


