
46 Fleetwood Weekly News, Wednesday, February 22, 2012 www.fleetwoodtoday.co.uk

MANAGER Micky Mel-
lon thought his Fleetwood
Town side won a battle
against the elements in
their narrow victory over
Cambridge.

A swirling wind and sec-
ond-half hailstorm, along
with a soft playing surface,
served to stifle the Confer-
ence leaders’ normal pass-
ing game, but the manager
was pleased to see his side
take the spoils, courtesy
of Andy Mangan’s early
strike.

The manager said: “It
wasn’t easy, particularly
given the conditions.

“There was a swirling
wind, which you get in
Fleetwood, and it had a
big impact on the match. I
don’t think we were able to
play our normal game.

“We want to entertain,
and get the ball down and
knock it about. We want
to get into good areas, but
conditions often dictate
the way a match is played,
and, to our credit, we kept
a clean sheet, and came
away with the victory.”

Mellon was keen to point
out the physical mismatch

between the two sides, add-
ing: “I think they were the
biggest side I’ve seen this
season. They were very
direct, and it is easy to see
why they are knocking on
the door of the play-offs.

“I don’t think we played
well in the first-half,
compared to what we are
capable of. In the end, we
got the result, even though
we’ve probably played bet-
ter against Tamworth and
only managed a draw.”

The Fleetwood boss
named four strikers in
his starting XI, a move he
says signals Fleetwood’s
intention to play attacking
football.

“I wanted to score goals,
and get as many goals-
scorers as possible on the
pitch, not just in any way,
but in a way which looked
right.

“Jamie McGuire has
come off the bench today
and done well, and it goes
to show we’ve got strength
in depth.

“I don’t have a first team
– I have a squad of players
who are capable of playing
first team football.”

Fleetwood Town 1
Cambridge United 0

FLEETWOOD Town
extended their
unbeaten league run
to 17 games with a 1-0
victory over play-off
hopefuls Cambridge
United.

ANDY Mangan scored the
only goal inside two minutes,
as United were perhaps un-
lucky to leave Highbury emp-
ty handed.

Town made one change
from their last league game, a
2-2 home draw with Tam-
worth: Richard Brodie was
handed a start in place of
Danny Rose, with Junior
Brown returning to the
bench.

The one alteration to
Cambridge’ s starting XI was
a familiar one to the Cod
Army: Ryan Jackson, who
enjoyed a short loan spell at
Highbury from AFC Wim-
bledon earlier in the season,
replaced Ashley Carew for
United.

Mangan’s 14th goal of
the season was a typical
Fleetwood counter attack-
ing move. After picking up
possession in their own half,
Town drove forwards, with
Jamie Vardy providing a
cool through ball from the
right for Mangan to round
Cambridge keeper Danny
Naisbitt, and slot home.

Cambridge almost drew
level in spectacular fashion
after 17 minutes. Michael
Gash cut in from the left and,
finding himself unmarked
and with plenty of time and
space, sent a curling strike to-
wards Scott Davies’ net from
just outside the area.

The ball rattled off the
edge of the crossbar and back
into play, Davies the first to
react as he quickly directed it
behind for a corner. Despite

conceding early on, the visi-
tors looked organised defen-
sively as Fleetwood struggled
to find a way through, often
over-relying on long balls
forward from their own half.

Cambridge captain James
Jennings was on hand to
thwart any right-sided at-
tacks from Town, while up
front, Richard Brodie’s frus-
trations were evident.

After receiving the ball
from Magno Vieira on the
left twice within a minute, he
clumsily lost possession both
times to right back Kevin
Roberts. Brodie exchanged
angry words with Mangan
as the away supporters took
great delight in taunting the
striker.

A generally unimpressive
first half display by Fleet-
wood was almost capitalised
on by Cambridge.

As the home side’s penalty
area became flooded with
yellow shirts, Luke Berry
managed to stretch out a leg
and attempt to lash home
from a few yards out. Davies,
although wrong-footed from
the build-up play, parried it
away successfully with his
fist, and Town entered half-
time with the lead.

Five minutes after the
interval, a sudden, vicious
hailstorm rained down on
Highbury; another obstacle,
albeit a short-lived one, to
Fleetwood’s attempts to
extend their advantage.Cam-
bridge began to exert more
pressure, as good movement
between Jackson and Tom
Shaw resulted in a corner,
Berry heading over from
close range after connecting
with Rossi Jarvis’ cross.

An unhappy Brodie headed
straight down the tunnel after
Town made their first sub-
stitution on the 55th minute,
with Jamie McGuire coming
on to replace him. Berry
could have taken advantage
of a poor Shaun Beeley back-
pass a minute later, but for a
strong tackle from Davies to
clear the danger,while Alan
Goodall made a brave diving
header shortly afterwards
while defending a Cambridge
corner.

The introduction of
McGuire added more bite to
Fleetwood’s attack, and ena-
bled both Vieira and Vardy
to have more influence on the
game, the latter almost add-
ing to his 22 goals for Town as
he passed Naisbitt off his line,

FLEETWOOD TOWN

Wind hampered our
usual game – Mellon

Mangan’s
early goal
keeps Town
at the top

but lost possession to Brett
Johnson. Good link-up play
between Vieira and McGuire
presented another opportu-
nity for Vardy, but the striker
fired over.

Berry was replaced by
Andy Pugh for the visitors
on the 67th minute, shortly
before a long distance shot
from Roberts forced Davies
into a magnificent leap across
goal to punch the ball clear.
Cambridge’s second substitu-
tion followed several minutes
later, with Jackson making
way for Jonathan Thorpe.

Vieira’s long pinpoint pass
across the pitch to Vardy was
more than worthy of an as-
sist, but his first touch on the
edge of the area let him down,
and the Cambridge defence
managed to clear the danger.
The 25-year-old then headed
over from the resulting cor-
ner. There were plenty more
goalscoring opportunities
being created for Vardy, who
had looked isolated for much
of the first half.

A McGuire header put
the ball into the back of the
net on the 85th minute, but
it was ruled out for offside
by assistant referee Sarah
Garratt. Gareth Seddon made
a brief appearance late on as
he replaced Vieira, but while
Town failed to add to their
advantage, the three points
ensures they remain top of
the table.

LIZ OWEN

Andy Mangan rounds the Cambridge United
keeper to score for Fleetwood

Action, above, from Town’s win over Cambridge with a
goalmouth scramble, left

Blue Square Bet Premier
P W D L F A Pts

Fleetwood Town..32 22 7 3 70 35 73
Wrexham ............31 22 5 4 59 20 71
Luton...................32 17 11 4 62 27 62
York.....................32 15 12 5 64 34 57
Southport............33 16 7 10 51 55 55
Grimsby ..............32 16 6 10 64 45 54
Kidderminster .....32 15 9 8 58 44 54
Gateshead..........32 14 9 9 51 47 51
Mansfield ............31 12 13 6 47 35 49
Cambridge Utd ...31 13 10 8 40 28 49
Barrow ................32 14 6 12 51 47 48
Forest Green ......32 11 12 9 43 31 45
Braintree Town....33 12 7 14 54 59 43
Ebbsfleet United .32 10 10 12 49 51 40
Tamworth............31 10 8 13 38 49 38
Newport County..32 8 9 15 39 46 33
Lincoln City .........33 8 8 17 35 49 32
AFC Telford.........32 7 10 15 32 47 31
Stockport ............34 5 14 15 38 57 29
Darlington ...........33 10 8 15 33 44 28
Alfreton Town ......32 7 7 18 41 68 28
Kettering .............32 7 7 18 32 71 28
Hayes & Yeading.32 6 6 20 44 71 24
Bath City .............32 3 9 20 30 65 18


