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Fleetwood town
held torquay to a goal-
less draw at Highbury,
gaining a point from
their first ever Football
league fixture.

Town gave an exceptional
account of themselves in a pur-
poseful and attacking display,
against a side that has been
involved in the League Two
play-offs for two consecutive
seasons.

Damien Johnson made his debut
for Town, replacing fellow North-
ern Irishman Conor McLaughlin,
in Micky Mellon’s only alteration
to the side which lost to Notting-
ham Forest in the Capital One
Cup.

Following Torquay’s 4-0 defeat
to Leicester City, boss Martin Ling
handed starts to Billy Bodin and
Thomas Cruise, in place of Craig
Easton and Ryan Jarvis.

The home side enjoyed plenty
of goalscoring opportunities, with
Jon Parkin a commanding figure
in Torquay’s penalty area.

The former Preston striker
strived to connect to every cross
and launch himself at the ball,
with a boot to the face in the

opening few minutes not
enough to deter him.

Parkin also demon-
strated his composure
on the pitch, unleashing
a powerful volley late in
the second half, which
Torquay keeper Michael
Poke did well to save.

Town controlled the
game during the first half
and had several chances
to take the lead, sharper
finishing perhaps neces-
sary if Mellon’s men are
to be a clinical force in
League Two.

Barry Nicholson hit a volley
straight at Poke, while Johnson’s

strike from the edge of the area
was
deflected just over the crossbar.

A clean sheet for Fleetwood looked
under threat on the 77th minute
after Ian Morris’ effort rippled the
back of the net, but a decision in
Town’s favour had been given mo-
ments earlier, after Chris Sarginson
deemed Youl Mawene to have been
fouled during the build-up.

The referee had earlier riled the
Cod Army after David Ball was
seemingly hauled down in the box
by Joe Oastler in the first half, then
dismissed their protests once more
late on after Junior Brown fell to the
floor in the penalty area.

The introduction of Brown for
Andy Mangan after 58 minutes
added pace to Town’s forward play,
as right-back Oastler struggled
to halt his runs down the left and
crosses into the area.

Fleetwood also looked strong de-
fensively. Mawene was named man
of the match while full-backs Shaun
Beeley and Dean Howell also linked
up well with Town’s forward line,
Beeley tormenting Kevin Nicholson,
while Howell worked well with
Mangan.

Keeper Scott Davies had little
to do, and was at his busiest in the
latter stages of the second half when
Torquay began to look more danger-
ous. On 75 minutes, Lee Mansell
played a short one-two with Morris
and fired a 20-yard strike towards
Davies, who leapt superbly to keep
United out.

A Howell free-kick was floated
over to Parkin, who had drifted into
space on the far side, but he nodded
the ball just wide.

An eventful first taste of League
football, and manager Micky Mellon
can be encouraged greatly by his
side’s performance.

lIZ oweN
Fleetwood: Davies, Beeley, Howell, McNulty,
Mawene, Johnson, Nicholson, McGuire, Mangan
(Brown60),Ball (Gillespie80),Parkin.Subsnotused:
Fowler, Goodall, McLoughlin, Maxwell, Marrow
Torquay: Poke, Oastler, Nicholson, Downes,

FLEETWOOD TOWN 0 TORQUAY 0

A point on the board
after historic first day

Jamie Maguire’s shot is saved by visiting keeper Michael Poke

Junior Brown appeals for
a penalty

Jon Parkin tries to get on the
scoresheet

Town’s players greet the fans

A near miss for Damien Johnson

Steve McNulty and Youl
Mawene put the pressure on
Torquay

MICKY Mellon praised town’s de-
but Football league display, even
though the game ended in goalless
stalemate.

Jon Parkin, Andy Mangan, Jamie
McGuire and Shaun Beeley all
came close for the Cod Army, but
none could apply the killer blow to
see off torquay United.

Mellon said: “I was very pleased
with the performance. I thought we
worked hard and moved the ball
around nicely.

“we passed the ball really, really
well against a team who sat in and
made it difficult for us.

“I think we used Jon Parkin re-
ally well. But we probably didn’t
get what we deserved, and that was
three points.”

town were denied a strong claim
for a penalty in the first half when
david Ball was brought down in-
side the torquay box.

Mellon said referee Chris Sargin-
son had seen an infringement, but
didn’t give town a break.

the town boss added: “I’ve spo-
ken to the ref and he said there was
contact, the lad was pulled.

“It’s one of those where he gives
it if it happens outside the area.
But it’s difficult being a referee and
you’ve got to make big calls. I just
think that one didn’t go our way.”

Scott davies was called into
action in the second half to keep
Fleetwood town on level terms,
and Mellon used the torquay rally
to highlight the difference between
league and non-league football.

He said: “Scott’s had to make two
saves today. last year there were
games when he probably had to do
nothing, but this is the Football
league.

“It’s a big step up in standard.
don’t think for a moment the Con-
ference and this are comparable,
because they are not.

“we know we’re going to give
chances at some stage, and we have
to make sure we’re alert and the
goalkeeper’s on the ball so we’re
not hit with that sucker punch.

“we want to play football the
right way and entertain the fans.

“And on another day we’d have
probably been talking about a win,
rather than just a point.”

“we want to play football the
right way and entertain the fans.

“And on another day we’d have
probably been talking about a win,
rather than just a point.”

Big calls did
not go for us,
says Mellon

Saah, Lathrope, Mansell (c), Howe, Mor-
ris, Bodin, Cruise (Macklin 72). Subs not


