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It’s been a bad
week for Town
THE SCOTT DAVIES COLUMN

Scott’S corner

IT’S not often at Fleetwood we’re left
talking about back to back defeats.

But that’s what the last week has
brought us, starting with Accrington
last Tuesday and continuing
on Saturday at Dagenham and
Redbridge.

Tuesday’s performance was just
not us.

We just didn’t turn up and the
result reflected that.

You just can’t do that at this level,
you have to work hard in every game
and earn the right to play and earn
each and every point.

The manager was angry about the
performance and so were we.

We went back to the training
ground and worked on things to take
down to Dagenham – we had a plan
in place to win that game.

As it turned out it was one of
the easiest games, for me, I can
remember.

I hardly had a save to make over
the 90 minutes and then we were hit
by the sucker punch.

A late penalty is always a blow and
for it to happen the way it did was
frustrating.

At the time I didn’t think it was a
penalty – my reaction earned me a
booking as a made my frustrations
clear.

But seeing it on the TV I think
maybe Youl did put an arm out and
that was enough for the referee to
give it – he was desperate to.

You have to, as an official, have to
be absolutely certain and, given the
referee was 40 yards away and the
assistant didn’t react, I’m not sure he
could have been.

It was devastating for us because
up to that point we were heading for
a point, which I would have been
happy with.

But we’ve got to get scoring goals
and that has to be the priority over
the next week, with the FA Cup
coming up at the weekend.

We’re not used to losing.
There were a couple at the

back end of last season, when we
were already champions, but it’s,
generally, not something that
happens in this team or at this
football club.

Andy Mangan travelled down with
us on Saturday and it was great to
have him with the team.

It was nice to see Mangs with the
lads, trying to give us a lift.

He always manages to do that and
we can’t wait to see him get through
his recuperation and back into the
side.

There’s no doubt with people out
through injury and illness we’re
down to the bare bones.

To see so many players injured or
ill is of course difficult.

Young professional Liam Wynn
travelled with us down to Daggers.

That was great to see because
he’s a fantastic prospect who will
hopefully get his chance.

In difficult circumstances like
these we have to look out for each
other and you find who the big
characters are.

We all stick together and hopefully
we can start getting the results
again - starting against Aldershot on
Saturday.

They are a side we’ve already
beaten this year and, being at home,
we all believe we have a great chance
of being in the third round draw.

ByLIZOWEN

FLEETWOOD TOWN

Dagenham & Redbridge 1,
Fleetwood town 0
DAgenHAM & Redbridge’s
Sam Williams inflicted
Town’s first away defeat
in nine games after Youl
Mawene conceded a
penalty in the dying stages.

Town slipped to sixth in the table,
four points away from re-entering
the top three, with only one win
in their last six league games after
suffering their first defeat on the
road since August.

An enraged Mawene spoke to
Brendan Malone at full-time and
punched the air in fury following
the referee’s decision to award the
Daggers a 92nd-minute spot-kick,
after the Fleetwood defender was
deemed to have shoved Williams.

The striker duly stepped up to fire
home his sixth goal of the campaign
to Scott Davies’ right, the ‘keeper
guessing wrong as he dived to his
left. It was an avoidable scenario for
Town, but Williams had certainly
appeared to make the most of the
contact, and Mawene almost had
redemption seconds before the final
whistle with a header from Barry
Nicholson’s free-kick, pushed behind
by Davies’ opposite number Chris
Lewington.

Manager Micky Mellon made four
changes to his side following the
defeat to Accrington Stanley, two of
which were forced after Curtis Obeng
and Dean Howell failed to travel due
to illness, as did Alex Marrow. Fit-
again Shaun Beeley replaced Conor
McLaughlin at right-back, while Alan
Goodall and Tom Barkhuizen were
called upon to cover the two absentees.
Jamie McGuire, despite a stand-out
performance on Tuesday, made way for
Nicholson in midfield.

Dagenham’s only alteration was also
obligatory after Peterborough United
had signed leading goalscorer Dwight
Gayle on loan, with Williams taking his
place in the starting line-up.

In difficult conditions, Town initially
seemed to struggle to find a foothold
and ventured into enemy territory
rather gingerly, an unforgiving
downpour more consistent than
any stretch of possession they could
maintain.

Nicholson marked his 10th start with
intent, firing a low cross in from the
right-hand side after David Ball showed
strength to hold off his marker from a
throw-in and feed his team-mate, but
Junior Brown could not get to the near
post on time.

Town’s best chance of the first half
came after 20 minutes, when Ball
ran onto Damien Johnson’s trickling
forward pass and breached the right-
hand side of the box, but did not
succeed at tucking his low attempt into
the bottom left-hand corner.

Dagenham should have taken the
lead on the half-hour mark after
Mawene failed to interfere with an
attacking move, leaving Jake Reed
able to pull away from the surrounding
yellow shirts as he bore down on
Davies, but fortunately for the visitors,
the Daggers midfielder’s forceful strike
met the post rather than the back of
the net.

This marked a spell of pressure
from the Daggers in which Michael
Spillane twice pulled the trigger and

Luke Wilkinson headed wide after a
cleared Matt Saunders free-kick had
found its way back into the danger-
zone, while Mawene’s quick-footed
challenge thwarted Reed minutes
before the interval.

Fleetwood resurfaced after the
interval appearing sharper, marked
by a visibly more confident Brown,
with Mellon barking encouragement
at his side’s top scorer from the
dugout.

The midfielder first won a corner
with a deflected effort, then lashed
at a Barkhuizen knock-down,
forcing Lewington into making a
save. Barkhuizen was the provider
once more on the hour mark as he
whipped a pacey cross in towards
Brown but Dagenham’s defence
successfully shielded the loose ball.

The home side introduced Brian
Woodall for Reed on the 63rd minute
and the substitute almost made a
swift impact, dancing past McNulty
to find a free passage on goal as the
home side counter-attacked, but
he hadn’t banked on the quick-
thinking and composure of Barry
Ferguson who tracked back and
nicked possession. As Barkhuizen

and Brown continued to co-operate in
attack, the Blackpool loanee bundled
out of possession by Femi Ilesanmi
from Brown’s byline cross, Mellon
exchanged Ball for Alex Titchiner
with 13 minutes left, the 21-year-old
fresh from a loan spell at FC Halifax
Town where he had scored a hat-trick
only one week previously.

Titchiner looked lively and
determined, showing a striker’s
instinct to get onto the end of a Brown
cross and twist his body in order to
make contact, firing just wide eight
minutes from time.

Neither side appeared particularly
convincing in attack, however, and
the game looked to be heading toward
a goalless finish until Williams’ killer
blow in injury time.
FleetWooD: Davies, Beeley, Goodall,
Mawene, Mcnulty, Brown, Ferguson,
nicholson, Johnson, Barkhuizen, Ball (Titchiner
77); subs not used: Maxwell, McLaughlin,
Milligan, Fowler, Marrow, McGuire, Branco
DaggeRS: Lewington, Wilkinson, Ilesanmi,
Doe, Spillane, Williams, elito, reed (Woodall,
14), Saunders, Howell, ogogo (c); not used:
Seabright, Wakefield, Scott, Maher, Hoyte,
Bingham
referee: Brendan Malone
Attendance: 1,618

Fleetwood and District
Federation of Clubs

Snooker
Bowling Club ......5 Highbury A ........ 3
Cons A ..............7 Cons B ............. 1
Highbury B .........2 Dockers ........... 6

P W D L P
Bowling Club  .  .  .  .  . 7 7 0 0 45
Cons B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 5 1 2 37
Cons A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 4 1 3 36
Dockers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 3 2 3 31
Highbury B  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 3 0 5 29
Gasworkers A .  .  .  .  . 7 3 0 4 26
Highbury A  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 0 0 8 12

The ball flies across the Daggers’ goalmouth. Pictures: DerIck THoMAS

David Ball in action

Cod Army pay the
penalty with loss


